Omicron surge grows 


Virus is putting US children in hospitals at 
close to record numbers. NEWS, PAGE 4 
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Israel OKs fourth dose 


Israel approves fourth dose for those most 
vulnerable to COVID-19. NEWS, PAGE 4 
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COVID-19 hits Huskies 


Nine men’s basketball players test positive 
or show mild symptoms. SPORTS, PAGE 1 
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A record: 
One-day 
positivity 
hits 20% 


With no beds left, 
some hospitals have 
kept patients in ER 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut recorded an 
all-time high for COVID-19 
positivity for the third straight 
day Thursday, with more than 
20% of the state’s tests coming 
back positive. 

Before this week, Connecti- 
cut had never reported a 
single-day test positivity rate 
above 11%. Now, the state has 
experienced a rate that high 
for three straight days and its 
seven-day mark stands at 14%. 

Though positivity rate is 
considered an imperfect metric 
for assessing coronavirus 
spread, due to variance in who 
is and isn’t getting tested at a 
given time, the rapid increase 
Connecticut has experienced 
in recent days appears to reflect 
a similar increase in transmis- 
sion. The state reported 7,704 
new cases Thursday, most 
of any single day during the 
pandemic. 

Connecticut’s COVID-19 
hospitalizations continue to 
increase as well, reaching their 
highest level Thursday since 
Jan. 12, 2021. The recent spike 
in hospitalizations — which 
dates back several weeks — 
has created significant strain 
in local hospitals, some of 
which have been forced to 
leave patients in the emergency 
room because there are no beds 
for them elsewhere. 

Also on Thursday, Connecti- 
cut reported 83 additional 
coronavirus-linked deaths over 
the past week, most in a seven- 
day period since last winter. 

As a result of the recent 
surge, Trinity Health of New 
England (which operates 
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1,104 


Connecticut reported 7,704 
new COVID-19 cases Thursday 
out of 37,891 tests, for a daily 
positivity rate of 20.33%, 
surpassing Wednesday as the 
highest single-day rate since 
widespread testing began. 


CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


Lamont: State failed to deliver at-home rapid tests because supplier backed out 


Administration previously said delay was due to shipping and supply chain issues 


‘We had a deal’ 








People enter the Hartford Public Library to receive a COVID-19 test kit on Thursday. JESSICA HILL PHOTOS/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


While other cities wait for shipment, hundreds line up across 
Hartford to get free COVID-19 test kits purchased by the city 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


City officials began to hand out thousands 
of rapid COVID-19 tests in locations across 
Hartford Thursday morning as municipali- 
ties across the rest of Connecticut waited for 
state-purchased tests to arrive. 

Hundreds lined up at the Hartford Public 
Library hours before distribution of the test 
kits, which were purchased by the city of 
Hartford. These test kits are separate from 
the more than 15,000 Hartford expected to 
receive from the state. 

“It was a surprisingly nice way to spend 
the morning, because everyone was really 
nice in line, and the library is doing a great 
job,” said Shane Chase, who waited two 
hours in line with his wife Isabel. 

“T think there’s a lot of positivity around, 
and we’re just doing what we need to do,” 
Isabel said. 
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People lined up outside the Hartford Public 
Library hours before distribution began. 


“This is what can happen 
if we all work together.” 


Thea Montanez, chief operating 
officer for the city of Hartford 


Stunned communities were 
set to hand out kits this week 


By Christopher Keating, 
Seamus McAvoy and Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


A deal for Connecticut to buy millions 
of at-home COVID-19 tests to hand out 
to residents fell apart when the state was 
outbid, Gov. Ned Lamont acknowledged 
Thursday evening. 

Lamont and administration officials said 
they were told the tests were on the way 
from California, when in fact Connecticut 
was the loser in a deal that was “misrepre- 
sented” to state officials. It was not immedi- 
ately clear who was getting the tests instead. 

The development — after Lamont said 
the tests were on the way all week — 
stunned municipalities across Connecti- 
cut who were planning to hand out the free 
tests on Thursday and Friday. 

“We had a deal to get those rapid tests. We 
are not going to get them on the schedule 
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With Ukraine on edge, Biden, Putin reaffirm their positions 
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President Joe Biden speaks from his home in Delaware with Russian leader 
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would if offensive weapons were 
deployed near American borders. 

Putin requested the call, the 
second between the leaders this 


to underscore its demands. 
Putin’s foreign affairs adviser 


h | 50-minute phone call comes as Russia escalates 
' ; crisis on its border, stiffens demands from US 
4 By Aamer Madhani 
-y and Vladimir Isachenkov 
Associated Press 
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Vladimir Putin. ADAM SCHULTZ/THE WHITE HOUSE 


First Night Hartford is still on, but scaled back 


First Night Hartford has scaled back its plans as COVID-19 cases surge in Connecticut, 
eliminating tight indoor spaces and moving more entertainment outdoors. PAGE 6 
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WILMINGTON, Del. — Pres- 
idents Joe Biden and Vladimir 
Putin spoke frankly for nearly an 
hour late Thursday amid growing 
alarm over Russia’s troop buildup 
near Ukraine, a simmering crisis 
that’s recently deepened as the 
Kremlin has stiffened its demands 
for increased security guarantees 
and test-fired hypersonic missiles 


Classified........... 


LOULCLY stcsntunsecicunnaia 


said Biden reaffirmed the U.S. 
threat of new sanctions against 
Russia in case of an escala- 
tion or invasion, to which Putin 
responded with a warning of his 
own that such a U.S. move could 
lead to acomplete rupture of ties. 
“It would be a colossal mistake 
that would entail grave conse- 
quences,” said Yuri Ushakov. 
He added that Putin told Biden 
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month, ahead of scheduled talks 
between senior U.S. and Russian 
officials set for Jan. 10 in Geneva. 

White House officials said that 
the call began at 3:35 p.m. EST 
and concluded 50 minutes later, 
after midnight in Moscow. There 
was no immediate readout from 
either side. 

Russia has made clear it wants a 
written commitment that Ukraine 
will never be allowed to join NATO 
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Ex-Afghan leader says he had no choice but to flee Kabul 


By Kathy Gannon 


Associated Press 


ISLAMABAD — Afghan- 
istan’s former president 
said he had no choice but to 
abruptly leave Kabul as the 
Taliban closed in and denied 
an agreement was in the 
works for a peaceful take- 
over, disputing the accounts 
of former Afghan and U.S. 
officials. 

Former President Ashraf 
Ghani said in a BBC inter- 
view that aired Thursday 
that an adviser gave him just 
minutes to decide to abandon 
the capital, Kabul. He also 
denied widespread accusa- 
tions that he left Afghani- 
stan with millions in stolen 
money. 

Ghani’s sudden and secret 
departure Aug. 15 left the city 
rudderless as U.S. and NATO 
forces were in the final stages 
of their chaotic withdrawal 
from the country after 20 
years. 

“On the morning of that 
day, I had no inkling that by 
late afternoon I would be 
leaving,’ Ghani told BBC 
radio. 

His remarks conflicted 
with other accounts. 
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and that the alliance’s mili- 
tary equipment will not be 
positioned in former Soviet 
states, demands that the 
Biden administration has 
made clear are nonstarters. 

The White House said 
ahead of the call that Biden 
would tell Putin that a 
diplomatic path remains 
open even as the Russians 
have moved an estimated 
100,000 troops toward 
Ukraine and Kremlin offi- 
cials have turned up the 
volume on its demands for 
new guarantees from the 
U.S. and NATO. 

Those demands are to be 
discussed during the talks 
in Geneva, but it remains 
unclear what, if anything, 
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Former President Hamid 
Karzai said in an interview 
this month that Ghani’s 
departure scuttled the 
opportunity for govern- 
ment negotiators, including 
himself and peace council 
chairman Abdullah Abdul- 
lah, to reach an 11th-hour 
agreement with the Taliban, 
who had committed to stay- 
ing outside the capital. 

After calling the govern- 
ment Defense Minister 
Bismillah Khan, the inte- 
rior minister and police 
chief and discovering all had 
fled the capital, Karzai said 
he invited the Taliban into 
Kabul “to protect the popu- 
lation so that the country, the 
city doesn’t fall into chaos 
and the unwanted elements 
who would probably loot the 
country, loot shops.” 

But Ghani in his radio 
interview with British Gen. 
Sir Nick Carter, former chief 
of defense staff, said he fled 
“to prevent the destruction 
of Kabul,” claiming two rival 
Taliban factions were bear- 
ing down on the city. There 
was no evidence upon the 
Taliban entry of the rival 
factions Ghani referred to. 

The insurgents, who in the 


Biden would be willing to 
offer Putin in exchange for 
defusing the crisis. 

Draft security documents 
Moscow submitted demand 
that NATO deny member- 
ship to Ukraine and other 
former Soviet countries and 
roll back its military deploy- 
ments in Central and East- 
ern Europe. 

The U.S. and its allies 
have refused to offer Russia 
the kind of guarantees on 
Ukraine that Putin wants, 
citing NATO’s principle 
that membership is open 
to any qualifying country. 
They agreed, however, to 
hold talks with Russia to 
discuss its concerns. 

The security proposal 
by Moscow has raised 
the question of whether 
Putin is making unrealistic 
demands in the expectation 
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Former Afghan President Ashraf Ghani told the BBC in an interview that he had minutes to 
decide to flee from Kabul as the Taliban took over in August. ALEX BRANDON/AP 


days prior to the push into 
Kabul had swept over much 
of the country as Afghan 
government forces melted 
away or surrendered, quickly 
took control of the palace. 
According to humanitar- 
ian aid workers, who spoke 
on condition of anonym- 
ity because they wanted to 
speak privately and who 
were there at the time, the 
Taliban moved to protect 


of a Western rejection that 
would give him a pretext to 
invade. 

Steven Pifer, a career 
foreign service officer who 
served as U.S. ambassador 
to Ukraine in the Clinton 
administration, said the 
Biden administration could 
engage on some elements of 
Russia’s draft document if 
Moscow is serious about 
talks. 

Key NATO members 
have made clear there is 
no appetite for expand- 
ing the alliance in the near 
future. The U.S. and allies 
could also be receptive to 
language in the Russians’ 
draft document calling for 
establishing new consulta- 
tive mechanisms, such as 
the NATO-Russia Coun- 
cil and a hotline between 
NATO and Russia. 
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their compounds. 

Still, the Taliban takeover 
was met with widespread 
fear and a deep longing by 
many to flee their desper- 
ately poor homeland despite 
billions of international 
money over the 20 years the 
U.S.-backed governments 
had been in power. 

In the BBC interview, 
Ghani denied widespread 
accusations that he left 


“The draft treaty’s 
proposed bar on any NATO 
military activity in Ukraine, 
eastern Europe, the Cauca- 
sus, or Central Asia is 
an overreach, but some 
measures to limit military 
exercises and activities on 
a reciprocal basis might be 
possible,” Pifer, who is now 
a senior fellow at Brook- 
ings Institution, wrote in an 
analysis for the Washington 
think tank. 

Biden planned to tell 
Putin that for there to be 
“real progress” in the talks 
they must be conducted 
in “a context of deescala- 
tion rather than escala- 
tion,’ according to a senior 
administration official who 
briefed reporters before the 
call. The official spoke on 
the condition of anonymity. 

Biden and Putin, who met 
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Afghanistan with a cache 
of stolen money. The U.S. 
Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction 
John Sopko has been tasked 
with investigating those alle- 
gations. 

Successive Afghan govern- 
ments, as well as independent 
foreign and Afghan contrac- 
tors, have been accused of 
widespread corruption, with 
dozens of reports by Sopko 


in Geneva in June to discuss 
an array of tensions in the 
U.S.-Russia relationship, are 
not expected to take part in 
the January talks. 

In the Dec. 7 video call, 
the White House said, 
Biden put Moscow on 
notice that an invasion 
of Ukraine would bring 
sanctions and enormous 
harm to the Russian econ- 
omy. Russian officials have 
dismissed the sanction 
threats. 

Last week, Russia test- 
fired Zircon hypersonic 
missiles, a provocative 
move that Kremlin spokes- 
man Dmitry Peskov said 
was meant to help make 
Russia’s push for security 
guarantees “more convinc- 
ing.” The test was the first 
time Zircon missiles were 
launched in a salvo, indi- 
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documenting the most egre- 
gious incidents. Washing- 
ton has spent $146 billion on 
reconstruction in Afghan- 
istan since the 2001 over- 
throw of the Taliban, who 
had harbored al-Qaida and 
its leader, Osama bin Laden. 
Yet even before the insur- 
gents returned in August, the 
poverty level in Afghanistan 
was at 54%. 

After being told that his 
personal protection force 
was not capable of defending 
him, Ghani said he decided 
to leave, insisting he was 
not sure where he would be 
taken. 

Ghani did not address the 
swift collapse of the Afghan 
military in the weeks lead- 
ing up to the Taliban take- 
over, but he did blame an 
agreement the United States 
had signed with the Tali- 
ban in 2020 for the eventual 
collapse of his government. 
That agreement laid out 
conditions for the final with- 
drawal of the remaining U.S. 
and NATO forces ending 
America’s longest war. It 
also provided for the release 
of 5,000 Taliban prisoners, 
which Ghani said strength- 
ened the insurgent force. 


cating the completion of 
tests before the new missile 
enters service with the 
Russian navy next year and 
arms its cruisers, frigates 
and submarines. 

U.S. intelligence this 
month determined that 
Russian planning was 
underway for a possible 
military offensive that could 
begin as soon as early 2022, 
but that Putin had yet to 
determine whether to move 
forward with it. 

Oleksiy Danilov, the 
secretary of Ukraine’s Secu- 
rity and Defense Council, 
said Thursday his country 
believes there is no imme- 
diate threat of a major inva- 
sion. “Our experts say that 
the Russian Federation just 
physically can’t mount a big 
invasion of our territory,’ he 
said. 
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 
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Saint Francis Hospital) 
announced visitation will 
be limited to one vaccinated 
adult per day, while Bris- 
tol Hospital announced it 
would halt visitation alto- 
gether. Yale New Haven 
Health has implemented a 
similar policy, pausing visi- 
tation except under special 
circumstances. 

Most Connecticut towns 
on Thursday were forced to 
postpone plans to distrib- 
ute free COVID-19 tests and 
masks, as the state awaits the 
arrival of the supplies from 
California. The city of Hart- 
ford, however, managed to 
secure several thousands 
test kids of its own, which 
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that we wanted. I think there 
were alot of competing folks 
who wanted those tests,” said 
Lamont, who appeared at an 
East Hartford press confer- 
ence Thursday evening. 

“That particular shipment 
is not on its way, other ship- 
ments will be on the way 
subject to enormous cave- 
ats,’ Lamont said. “There 
are a lot of brokers in this 
game. There were a lot of 
people putting money on 
the table.” 

“We are scouring the 
globe as we were a year 
and a half ago to make sure 
we can get all the testing 
material that we need. It is 
complicated. It’s not like 
it’s Federal Express ... It’s 
more like surge pricing,” 
said Lamont, who returned 
to Connecticut on Thursday 
from a Florida vacation. 

Commissioner of Public 
Health Dr. Manisha Juthani, 
appearing with Lamont, 
said “things were misrep- 
resented to us. It is unfortu- 
nate it did not turn out the 
way we had intended. This 
was an agreement that did 
not come through. 

“We were shown pictures 
and told things were being 
loaded.” 

Earlier this week, the 
state said it had purchased 3 
million COVID-19 at-home 
rapid tests and 6 million 
N95 masks to help curb the 
spread of the virus. Two 
million of the tests were to 
go to schools. 

The Lamont adminis- 
tration had said repeatedly 
this week that the delay was 
due to shipping and supply 
chain problems. Trans- 
mission of COVID-19 has 
spiked this week across 
Connecticut, with the daily 
positivity rate hitting 20% 
Thursday. Meanwhile, 
demand for COVID-19 test- 
ing has surged. 

“The entire state of 
Connecticut was misled 
by the governor’s office on 
Monday at a time when 
information and data is crit- 
ical. At this point, we need 
to trust, but verify, every- 
thing that comes out of that 
office.,’ House Republican 
leader Vincent Candelora 
said Thursday afternoon. 
“Apparently now, the gig is 
up.” 
“To hold a teleconference 
yesterday and telling every- 
body that they’re delayed 
in shipping is potentially 
an outright fabrication. I’m 
guarding my comments 
right now. But if, in fact, the 
state of Connecticut never 
had acontract for these test 
kits and misled the entire 
state of Connecticut, they 
really have some explain- 
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Eddie Zayas, 32, was the 
first person to plant himself 
outside the entrance at 
7:30 a.m. He said he was 
supposed to receive his 
booster shots on Thursday, 
but had to cancel because he 
began experiencing flu-like 
symptoms last week. 

“I couldn’t get a test 
appointment, not here, not 
in Connecticut,’ Zayas said. 

Despite the cold, damp 
weather conditions Thurs- 
day morning, the people in 
line were largely in good 
spirits. Several said they 
were surprised the line 
wasn’t even longer. 

“The fact that [the city] 
is even doing this, that is 
awesome,” said Chabeli 
Gonzalez, 29. 

Gonzalez added that she 
wasn’t frustrated about the 
delay in the state’s shipment. 


they distributed to residents 
throughout the day. 


Cases and 
positivity rate 


Connecticut reported 
7,/04 new COVID-19 cases 
Thursday out of 37,891 tests, 
for a daily positivity rate of 
20.33%, surpassing Wednes- 
day as the highest single- 
day rate since widespread 
testing began. The state’s 
seven-day positivity rate 
now stands at 13.95%, easily 
the highest of any time in the 
past 18 months. 

The 7,704 cases Connecti- 
cut reported Thursday are 
the most on a single of any 
time during the pandemic, 
surpassing a record previ- 
ously set Wednesday. The 


Gov. Ned Lamont said Thursday evening that the state was “outbid” for a shipment of 3 million at-home COVID-19 tests. COURTESY 


ing to do,’ Candelora said. 

“I believe there was a 
purchase order, I believe 
there was a contract and I 
know there was an agree- 
ment,” Lamont said Thurs- 
day. 

The agreement was with 
Jack Rubenstein CT, LLC, a 
Glastonbury-based whole- 
saler, Lamont spokesman 
Max Reiss said Thursday. 

The state has previ- 
ously purchased personal 
protective equipment like 
masks and gowns from 
the company before, Reiss 
said, including multiple 
purchase orders about a 
year and a half ago. 

State money never 
changed hands, officials 
said. Under the terms of 
the agreement, the state 
was going to pay once the 
test kits were delivered. 

At the start of the week, 
Lamont’s administration 
pressed communities to 
quickly organize distribu- 
tions so they could get 1 
million free at-home tests 
into people’s hands before 
the holiday weekend. 
Theoretically, that would 
have given nearly a third 
of Connecticut residents a 
chance to test before going 
to New Year’s dinners, 
parties or holiday weekend 
family gatherings. 

But late Wednes- 
day afternoon, Lamont 
acknowledged the tests 
were still in California. The 
state hoped they’d arrive on 
a overnight flight to Bradley 
International Airport, but 
that didn’t happen, Reiss 
said Thursday. 

“No distributions on 


“Things are gonna happen,’ 
she said. “It’s the first time 
we’re going something 
like this, it’s not gonna be a 
smooth run right away.” 
Two Hartford police offi- 
cers stood at the corner of 
Main and Arch Streets to 
keep an eye out for distur- 
bances, but everything 
went to plan. The massive 
line cleared out in about 20 
minutes, and hundreds of 
test kits were left for walk- 
ins throughout the day. 
Thea Montanez, chief 
operating officer for the city, 
applauded the coordina- 
tion between several groups 
and agencies, including the 
Hartford Public Library, the 
city’s health department and 
recreation centers, and the 
Hartford Fire Department. 
“This is what can happen 
if we all work together,” 
Montanez said. “I think 
we’re the only city in the 
state right now that’s able 
to [hand out kits], and we’re 


state has now averaged 
5,090 daily COVID-19 cases 
over the past week, up from 
an average of 337 just two 
months ago. 

Unvaccinated residents 
have been about three times 
as likely to test positive in 
recent weeks as vaccinated 
residents, according to state 
numbers. 

All but one of Connecti- 
cut’s 169 municipalities 
(Canaan) now qualify for 
the state’s “red alert” desig- 
nation, which is triggered 
when atown or city averages 
15 daily cases per 100,000 
residents. 

All eight Connecticut 
counties — along with nearly 
the rest of the country — are 
currently recording “high” 
levels of COVID-19 trans- 
mission as defined by the 
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Thursday will be possible,’ 
the state said in an email to 
municipal leaders Wednes- 
day night. 

Lamont initially said 
the delay was “clearly a 
shipping and distribution 
bottleneck on the West 
Coast amid unprecedented 
international demand for 
tests.” 

The first wave — with 
1 million tests — had been 
expected to arrive Wednes- 
day night. Municipalities 
across the state rushed to 
make plans to distribute 
the tests. 

By Thursday afternoon, 
Manchester, West Hartford, 
Bloomfield, South Wind- 
sor, Newington and others 
junked plans to distribute 
tests on Friday because the 
state still wasn’t guaran- 
teeing when the kits would 
show up. 

Most communities said 
their giveaways were 
suspended “until further 
notice” because of the 
uncertainty. 

The last-minute news of 
delay stunned municipal 
officials, who had to scram- 
ble to revise the plans for 
massive drive-through 
distributions that they’d 
hurriedly cobbled together 
over the past couple of days. 

Some mayors complained 
that Lamont’s staff had 
pressed them earlier this 
week to get the tests into 
residents’ hands before 
the New Year’s holiday on 
short notice, but then didn’t 
deliver. 

Despite having only 
skeleton staffs on hand 
during the usually slow 


really proud of that.” 

Inside the library, city fire- 
fighters checked for proof 
of residence and ushered 
people toward the five hand- 
out stations, operated by 
library staff and volunteers 
with Hartford’s Community 
Emergency Response Team 
(CERT). 

Hartford Fire Chief 
Rodney Barco said the city 
was already in the process 
of planning their handouts 
before the state of Connecti- 
cut announced its own plan 
to distribute even more kits 
to municipalities. 

That enabled the city to go 
ahead with its own distribu- 
tion, albeit with fewer kits 
due to the supply chain-re- 
lated delay in the state’s ship- 
ment. 

Each handout location 
received about 1,100 test 
kits, Barco said. Between 500 
and 600 still remained at the 
library location after about 
45 minutes. 


federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
With this level of trans- 
mission, the CDC advises 
people to wear a mask in 
public indoor settings. 


Hospitalizations 


As of Thursday, Connecti- 
cut has 1,151 patients hospi- 
talized with COVID-19, up 
38 from Wednesday and the 
most at a time since Jan. 12. 
Hospitalizations have now 
sextupled since the end of 
October. 

It’s not clear whether the 
majority of people hospi- 
talized with COVID-19 in 
Connecticut were infected 
with the delta variant or 
the omicron variant, as 
hospitalizations had begun 
increasing sharply before 
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the omicron strain’s arrival 
in the state. 

According to the state, 
71.2% of people hospitalized 
with COVID-19 are unvacci- 
nated. Hospital officials say 
the rate is higher when look- 
ing specifically at people 
with severe symptoms. 


Deaths 


The 83 deaths Connecticut 
reported Thursday bring its 
total during the pandemic to 
9,160. 

As COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations have surged 
in Connecticut over recent 
weeks, deaths have risen but 
still remain far below the 
levels recorded last winter. 

The United States has now 
recorded 823,639 COVID- 
19 deaths, according to the 


“We are scouring the globe as we were a 
year and a half ago to make sure we can 
get all the testing material that we need. 
It is complicated. It’s not like it’s Federal 
Express... It’s more like surge pricing.” 


Gov. Ned Lamont 


week between Christmas 
and New Year’s, dozens 
of communities sched- 
uled workers or lined up 
volunteers to staff large- 
scale drive-through distri- 
butions Thursday at town 
halls or high school parking 
lots. They had to abruptly 
scrap those plans Wednes- 
day night and Thursday 
morning. 

“Postponed until further 
notice” read a message on 
the website for East Hart- 
ford, where workers had 
been scheduled to start 
handing out nearly 6,400 
test kits at noon Thursday. 

“This is very disappoint- 
ing news, as I know many 
Darien residents were 
hoping to access these test 
kits,’ Darien First Select- 
woman Monica McNally 
said Wednesday night in a 
text to residents who had 
been expecting to start 
getting their test kits Thurs- 
day. 

And with no informa- 
tion from Lamont’s admin- 
istration about a reliable 
delivery date, towns and 
cities that were scheduled 
to hand out kits on Friday 
grew increasingly skeptical 
about whether they’d be 
able to go forward. 


Barco praised the city’s 
firefighters for being “always 
willing to go above and 
beyond,” as well as the help 
from CERT volunteers. 

“This is stuff that CERT 
normally does on a regular 
basis; people underestimate 
how helpful they are during 
atime of crisis,’ Barco said. 

One such volunteer was 
Raymond Vail, 72, who 
spoke to The Courant while 
taking a break from passing 
out tests all morning at the 
Parker Memorial Commu- 
nity Center in the city’s 
North End. 

Vail, a lifelong Hartford 
resident, is a retired ambu- 
lance service worker for 
Hartford Hospital. He said a 
long line built up outside the 
community center Thurs- 
day morning, but also moved 
quickly. 

Spirits were high, Vail 
said, and people were appre- 
ciative that “someone’s look- 
ing out for them.” 


Manchester announced 
it was “pausing” its distri- 
bution indefinitely, and 
— like other communities 
— offered no makeup date. 

“The specific time of 
arrival remains unknown 
at this time,” West Hart- 
ford announced on its 
website. The town had 
planned to start giving out 
8,010 tests Friday, but said 
it can’t reschedule until the 
supplies arrive. 

“We are disappointed to 
announce that the distri- 
bution of at-home test 
kits that was scheduled 
for tomorrow has been 
canceled,” town Emergency 
Manager Director Meghan 
L. Manke advised residents 
on Newington’s web page 
Thursday. “At this time, 
the state has not commu- 
nicated a new date or plan 
for distributing test kits to 
municipalities. 

“We share your frustra- 
tions and appreciate your 
understanding as we try 
to navigate this situation,” 
Manke wrote. 

Just before noon, South 
Windsor Town Manager 
Michael Maniscalco 
announced his town has 
given up on Friday, too. 

“We regret to inform you 


“Just to see the gratitude 
when you hand them a kit, 
it makes me feel good and it 
also makes them feel good,’ 
Vail said. 

“T love doing this for our 
Hartford residents,” said 
Evelyn Dukes, a seven-year 
CERT volunteer and life- 
long Hartford resident. “I 
love community service, 
just volunteering for our 
community for the greater 
good.” 

A steady flow of cars 
parked along the road that 
runs outside Parker Memo- 
rial, or in the back parking 
lot. A Hartford police officer 
helped direct traffic, and the 
handouts went quick. 

Residents at both hand- 
out sites were largely happy 
with the speed and conve- 
nience of the operation. 
Some had symptoms them- 
selves; others now feel more 
prepared if they start to get 
sick in the future. 

“I’m happy we can just 
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Coronavirus Resource Center 
at Johns Hopkins University. 


Vaccinations 


As of Thursday, 88.6% 
of all residents and 95% 
of those 12 and older had 
received at least one vaccine 
dose, while 74.6% of all resi- 
dents and 83.6% of those 12 
and older were fully vacci- 
nated, according to the CDC. 

Additionally, about 41.6% 
of fully vaccinated Connecti- 
cut residents 18 or older 
have received a booster dose. 

The CDC warns that 
booster shots are sometimes 
misclassified as first doses, 
likely inflating the reported 
number of first-dose cover- 
age and understating the 
true number of people who 
have received boosters. 
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that we will not be distrib- 
uting home test kits and 
masks tomorrow as orig- 
inally planned. While we 
have developed a compre- 
hensive distribution plan, it 
is now paused indefinitely,” 
he advised residents. 

“Overall I’m disap- 
pointed, but we’re doing 
the best we can with the 
information we have,” said 
East Hartford Mayor Mike 
Walsh. “And I think the vast 
majority of the community 
understands that.” 

New Britain Mayor Erin 
Stewart had said all week 
that she wouldn’t sched- 
ule distribution until next 
Tuesday because she wasn’t 
certain the state would 
deliver on time. 

“How could I commit 
to giving these out when 
I don’t even have them in 
hand yet?” she asked. 

On Thursday, Lamont’s 
office announced the state 
had received 15,000 tests 
from other vendors, and 
would send them immedi- 
ately to Foodshare and the 
department of housing. 

“We’re trying to accel- 
erate this distribution as 
much as we possibly can. 
We’ve received a small 
number of tests and we 
are working to get those 
out through our channels,” 
Reiss said. 

“When it comes to N95 
masks, we want to get the 
higher quality masks to the 
municipalities as soon as we 
can. We have no update on 
the other shipments. We are 
continuing to work every 
angle we can to get them 
here.” 


go in there, it’s in and out,” 
Shanice Tucker, 29, said at 
Parker Memorial. 

Tucker said she’s heard 
about hours-long waits at 
other sites, but today was 
a breeze. “To just get it and 
go, and know that you can 
have your results back in 10 
minutes, is great,” she said. 

On Wednesday, Hartford 
Mayor Luke Bronin urged 
people to only seek out 
the kits if they have reason 
to believe they’ve been 
exposed, or are in contact 
with someone whois partic- 
ularly vulnerable. 

Bronin also asked those 
who can afford to purchase 
the rapid tests at the store 
to do so, and leave the free 
tests for those most in need. 
“It is important to distrib- 
ute these kits quickly to 
those who need them, and 
it’s important to ensure 
that they’re distributed in 
an equitable and accessible 
way,” he said. 
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Infections in US children skyrocket 


FDA plans to allow 
booster shots for 
kids ages 12 to 15 
By Martha Bellisle 
and Terry Tang 
Associated Press 

SEATTLE — The 


omicron-fueled surge 
that is sending COVID-19 
cases rocketing in the U.S. 
is putting children in the 
hospital in close to record 
numbers, and experts 
lament that most of the 
youngsters are not vacci- 
nated. 

“It’s just so heartbreak- 
ing,” said Dr. Paul Offit, an 
infectious disease expert 
at Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia. “It was hard 
enough last year, but now 
you know that you have a 
way to prevent all this.” 

As part of the effort to 
guard children against 
COVID-19, the Food and 
Drug Administration is 
planning to broaden eligibil- 
ity for coronavirus vaccine 
booster doses Monday, 
allowing 12- to 15-year-olds 
to receive third doses of 
Pfizer-BioNTech’s vaccine, 
according to people famil- 
iar with the agency’s delib- 
erations. 

Regulators also plan to 
allow adolescents and adults 
to seek an extra shot of Pfiz- 
er’s vaccine five months 
after receiving a second 
dose, instead of the current 
period of six months. A 
booster shot is also expected 
to be authorized for younger 
children, ages 5 to 11, with 
immune deficiencies. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s 
vaccine advisory committee 
is planning to meet by the 
middle of next week to vote 
on whether to recommend 
the changes. If the commit- 
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A child is tested at a mobile testing site Thursday in the Brooklyn borough of New York. DAVE SANDERS/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


tee agrees with the FDA’s 
authorizations, Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky, the CDC director, 
is expected to endorse the 
revisions. 

The move to expand 
boosters comes as the 
highly contagious omicron 
variant is infecting a record 
number of Americans with 
the coronavirus, putting 
more pressure on hospitals 
already deluged by COVID- 
19 patients from the delta 
variant. 

More than 70% of people 
in the country 12 years and 
older are fully vaccinated, 
according to the CDC. At 
least 1.8 million adoles- 
cents 12 to 15 years old have 
tested positive for the virus, 
according to the CDC. 


During the week of Dec. 
21-27, an average of 334 chil- 
dren age 17 and under were 
admitted per day to hospi- 
tals with the coronavirus, 
a 58% increase from the 
week before, according to 
the CDC. 

The previous peak over 
the course of the pandemic 
was in early September, 
when child hospitalizations 
averaged 342 per day, the 
CDC said. 

On a more hopeful note, 
children continue to repre- 
sent a small percentage of 
those hospitalized with 
COVID-19: An average of 
over 9,400 people of all 
ages were admitted per 
day during the same week 
in December. And many 


Doubts over the accuracy 
of virus case counts rising 


Rarely reported 


at-home test results 
add to the challenge 


By Sophie Kasakove 
The New York Times 


Millions of rapid at-home 
COVID-19 tests are flying 
off pharmacy shelves across 
the country, giving Ameri- 
cans an instant, if sometimes 
imperfect, read on whether 
they are infected with the 
coronavirus. 

But the results are rarely 
reported to public health 
departments, exacerbat- 
ing the long-standing chal- 
lenges of maintaining an 
accurate count of cases as 
infections surge because of 
the omicron variant. 

At the minimum, the 
widespread availability of 
at-home tests is wreaking 
havoc with the accuracy of 
official positivity rates and 
case counts. 

At the other extreme, it 
is one factor making some 
public health experts ask if 
counts of coronavirus cases 
serve a useful purpose, and 
if not, should they be contin- 
ued? 

“Our entire approach 
to the pandemic has been 
case-based surveillance: 
We have to count every case, 
and that’s just not accurate 
anymore,” said Dr. Marcus 





Israel will begin administering 
a fourth round of vaccine 
doses to combat COVID-19 
on Friday. ABACA PRESS 


Plescia, chief medical officer 
at the Association of State 
and Territorial Health Off- 
cials, a national nonprofit 
organization representing 
public health agencies in 
the United States. “It’s just 
becoming a time where 
we’ve got to think about 
doing things differently.” 

There is no comprehen- 
sive data on how many rapid 
tests are used every day, but 
experts say it is most likely 
far higher than the number 
of polymerase chain reac- 
tion, or PCR, tests, which 
are completed in a lab. 

PCR tests require more 
time to deliver results, 
which are reported publicly 
as ageregate totals. 

At least one at-home test 
company has implemented 
a system to report results 
directly to health authori- 
ties. And some local health 
departments have set up 
systems for people to report 
results from rapid at-home 
tests. But with such a volun- 
tary system, it is possible 
that millions of tests per day 
are going unreported, esti- 
mates Mara Aspinall, an 
expert in biomedical diag- 
nostics at Arizona State 
University who is also on 
the board of directors of 
OraSure, a maker of rapid 
COVID-19 tests. 

“We certainly don’t want 
to discourage testing; but at 


Israel to start 4th round 


By Audrey Horowitz 


Associated Press 


TEL AVIV, Israel — Israel 
has approved a fourth 
vaccine dose for people 
most vulnerable to COVID- 
19, an official said Thurs- 
day, becoming one of the 
first countries to do so as it 
braces for a wave of infec- 
tions fueled by the omicron 
variant. 

Nachman Ash, director 
general of the Health Minis- 
try, announced the decision 
at anews conference, saying 


the same time, we can’t leave 
public health authorities 
blind,” Aspinall said. “They 
rely on this information to 
take proactive and reactive 
precautions. It’s a very fine 
balance.” 

The quick rise of at-home 
testing could be a tipping 
point in a conversation that 
began for public health 
experts months ago. At issue 
is the feasibility of shifting 
to less frequent case report- 
ing or a “sentinel surveil- 
lance” system like the one 
that public health officials 
use to track other diseases 
such as the flu, which relies 
on a network of health care 
centers that track instances 
of the virus. Overall case 
numbers are extrapo- 
lated based on those case 
numbers. 

Concerns have also 
emerged about the accuracy 
of the tests. The Food and 
Drug Administration said 
Tuesday that antigen tests 
detect the omicron variant, 
but not as effectively as they 
detect other variants. 

Daily case counts have 
played a central role in 
shaping policy responses 
throughout the pandemic. 
Cities have instituted mask 
mandates and closed schools 
or businesses in response 
to positivity rates based on 
daily case counts. In New 
York City, the public school 


the doses would initially be 
given to those with weak- 
ened immune systems. 

“We will continue to track 
the data on a daily basis and 
we will see if we need to 
broaden this reeommenda- 
tion to more of the popula- 
tion,” he said. 

The Sheba Medical 
Center later said it would 
begin administering the 
fourth dose to heart trans- 
plant patients on Friday. 

Israel launched trials of 
the fourth dose at the center 
earlier this week, adminis- 


doctors say the youngsters 
coming in now seem less 
sick than those seen during 
the delta surge over the 
summer. 

Two months after vacci- 
nations were approved for 
5- to 11-year-olds, about 14% 
are fully protected, CDC 
data show. The rate is higher 
for 12- to 17-year-olds, at 
about 53%. 

COVID-19 deaths have 
proved rare among children 
during the pandemic. As of 
last week, 721 in the U.S. had 
died of the disease, accord- 
ing to data reported to the 
American Academy of Pedi- 
atrics. The overall U.S. death 
toll is more than 820,000, 
according to Johns Hopkins 
University. 


The issue is timing in 
many cases, said Dr. Albert 
Ko, professor of epidemiol- 
ogy and infectious diseases 
at the Yale School of Public 
Health. Younger children 
were not approved for the 
vaccine until November, and 
many are only now coming 
up on their second dose, he 
said. 

Offit said none of the 
vaccine-eligible children 
receiving care at his hospital 
about a week ago had been 
vaccinated, even though 
two-thirds had underlying 
conditions that put them at 
risk — either chronic lung 
disease or, more commonly, 
obesity. Only one was under 
the vaccination age of 5. 

The hospital scenes are 
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heart-rending. 

“They’re struggling to 
breathe,” Offit said. “A 
handful were sent to the 
ICU to be sedated. We put 
the attachment down their 
throat that’s attached to a 
ventilator, and the parents 
are crying.” 

None of the parents or 
siblings was vaccinated 
either, he said. 

The next four to six weeks 
are going to be rough, he 
said: “This is a virus that 
thrives in the winter.” 

Aria Shapiro, 6, spent her 
12th day Thursday at Phoe- 
nix Children’s Hospital. She 
tested positive for COVID- 
19 after getting her first dose 
of the vaccine Dec. 17. 

Aria, who is considered 
“medically fragile” because 
she has epilepsy, suffered 
prolonged seizures in the 
hospital, and a breathing 
tube had to be put down her 
throat at one point, though 
she has since improved. 

“We lived our life in for 
two years to prevent her 
from getting COVID, finally 
went for the vax, and the one 
thing that we didn’t want to 
happen happened,” said her 
mother, Sarah Shapiro. 

Overall, new COVID-19 
cases in Americans of all 
ages have skyrocketed to 
the highest levels on record: 
an average of 300,000 per 
day, or 2 % times the figure 
just two weeks ago. Omicron 
accounted for 59% of new 
cases last week, according 
to the CDC. 

Still, there are early indi- 
cations that the variant 
causes milder illness than 
previous versions, and that 
the combination of the 
vaccine and the booster 
seems to protect people 
from its worst effects. 


The New York Times 
contributed. 





People wait for COVID-19 testing Thursday at a county site in Baltimore. Overall U.S. infections 
have topped 54 million, according to Johns Hopkins University. ALDRAGO/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


system was shut down at 
one point when the positiv- 
ity rate reached 3%. 

Public health officials, 
as well as news outlets, 
continue to use daily 
case counts to paint an 
up-to-date picture of the 
pandemic. 

But the case numbers 
have long been understood 
as artificially low because 
of limited access to test- 
ing and the prevalence of 
asymptomatic cases. And 
compiling those numbers 
is a labor-intensive task 
for already strained public 
health departments. 


As a result, many states 
began shifting away from 
daily case tallies to reporting 
fewer times a week over the 
summer, as cases dropped. 
Some returned to more 
frequent reporting when 
case numbers went back up. 
But with the omicron vari- 
ant fueling a rapid surge in 
positive cases, states are 
finding that they can’t keep 
up. And with so many more 
cases unreported through 
at-home tests, there’s little 
incentive to try. 

Dr. Marcelle Layton, 
chief medical officer at the 
Council of State and Terri- 


torial Epidemiologists, said 
her organization had been 
talking with its members 
about shifting away from 
daily case counts, with many 
that are still doing daily 
reporting eager to make the 
shift in the coming months. 
Her organization has also 
been in contact with the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention about possi- 
ble guidance that would 
direct states to limit daily 
case reporting. 

A CDC spokesperson 
said the agency did not have 
plans to change reporting 
guidance for states. 


of shots for COVID-19, official says 


tering it to some 150 medical 
personnel who had gotten a 
booster in August, officials 
said. 

Israel was among the first 
countries to roll out Pfiz- 
er’s coronavirus vaccine a 
year ago and began rolling 
out boosters last summer. 
However, the country still 
saw a wave of infections 
blamed on the delta variant, 
and officials have warned 
of another driven by the 
fast-spreading omicron. 

Around two-thirds of 
Israel’s population of nearly 


9.5 million have received at 
least one dose of the vaccine, 
and some 4.2 million Israe- 
lis have received all three 
doses, according to the latest 
Health Ministry figures. 
“Israel will lead the way 
in administering a fourth 
vaccine (dose) to the Israeli 
people,’ Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett said in a 
statement. “Israel’s strategy 
for overcoming omicron is 
clear: The greater the wave, 
the greater the protection 
we will need to overcome it.” 
Earlier Thursday, Israel 


received its first shipment 
of pills that treat the worst 
effects of the virus. 

It’s among of the first 
countries to receive Pfiz- 
er’s Paxlovid, a pill that can 
be taken at home. All the 
previously authorized drugs 
require an IV or injection. 

Israel has more than 
22,000 patients, including 
more than 90 who are seri- 
ously ill. 

At least 8,243 people have 
died from COVID-19 in 
Israel since the start of the 
pandemic. 
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NEWS BRIEFING 


Colo. wildfires burn 


hundreds of homes 
and force evacuations 


From news services 


DENVER — An esti- 
mated 580 homes, a hotel 
and a shopping center have 
burned, and tens of thou- 
sands of people were evacu- 
ated in wind-fueled wildfires 
outside Denver, officials said 
Thursday. 

Boulder County Sheriff 
Joe Pelle said only one injury 
has been reported, but didn’t 
rule out finding out later 
about more severe injuries 
or deaths due to the intensity 
of fires that quickly swept 
across the region as winds 
gusted up to 105 mph. 

The first fire erupted just 
before 10:30 a.m. and was 
“attacked pretty quickly and 
laid down later in the day and 
is currently being monitored” 
with no structures lost, Pelle 
said. 

Asecond wildfire, reported 
just after 11 a.m., “ballooned 
and spread rapidly east,’ 
Pelle said. The blaze spans 
2.5 square miles and has 
engulfed parts of the area in 
smoky, orangish skies and 
sent residents scrambling to 
get to safety. 

“This is the kind of fire we 
can’t fight head-on,” Pelle 
said. “We actually had deputy 
sheriffs and firefighters in 
areas that had to pull out 
because they just got over- 
run.” 

The city of Louisville, 
which has a population of 
21,000, was ordered to evacu- 
ate after residents in Superior, 
which has 13,000 residents, 
were told to leave. The neigh- 
boring towns are roughly 20 
miles northwest of Denver. 

Several blazes started in 
the area Thursday, at least 
some sparked by downed 
power lines. 

Six people who were 
injured in the fires were being 
treated at UCHealth Broom- 
field Hospital, spokesper- 
son Kelli Christensen said. A 
nearby portion of U.S. High- 
way 36 also was shut down. 





Colorado’s Front Range, 
where most of the state’s 
population lives, had an 
extremely dry and mild fall, 
and winter so far has contin- 
ued to be mostly dry. Snow 
was expected Friday in the 
region though. 


Warning against cruises: 
The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
warned people on Thursday 
not to go on cruises, regard- 
less of their vaccination 
status, because of onboard 
outbreaks fueled by the 
omicron variant. 

The CDC said it has more 
than 90 cruise ships under 
investigation or observation 
as aresult of COVID-19 cases. 
The agency did not disclose 
the number of infections. 

“The virus that causes 
COVID-19 spreads easily 
between people in close quar- 
ters on board ships, and the 
chance of getting COVID-19 
on cruise ships is very high,” 
even if people are fully vacci- 
nated and have received a 
booster, the CDC said. 

The CDC on Thursday also 
recommended that passen- 
gers get tested and quarantine 
for five days after docking, 
regardless of their vaccina- 
tion status and even if they 
have no symptoms. 


Wright juror speaks out: 
A member of the jury that 
convicted Minnesota 
police Officer Kim Potter of 
manslaughter in the killing of 
Daunte Wright says jurors felt 
she made an honest mistake 
when she drew her firearm 
instead of her stun gun, but 
that she was still responsible 
for his death. 

The juror spoke with 
KARE-TV on the condition 
of anonymity due to what 
the station described as the 
“public animosity” surround- 
ing the case. It published the 
story Wednesday. 

The juror said no one felt 
Potter was a racist or meant 
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Getting ready to welcome 2022: People take photographs near a New Year’s Eve show stage Thursday in New York’s Times 
Square. Mayor Bill de Blasio said the celebration to ring in the new year with the annual ball drop will go on as planned despite 
record numbers of COVID-19 infections in the city and around the country. CALLA KESSLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


to kill Wright, but that 
doesn’t mean she was above 
the law. 

“I don’t want to speak 
for all the jurors, but I think 
we believed she was a good 
person and even believed she 
was a good cop,” the juror 
said. “No one felt she was 
intentional in this. ... We felt 
like she was a good person, 
we felt she made a mistake, 
and that a mistake does not 
absolve you from the fact she 
did commit a crime” 

Potter, 49, resigned from 
the police department in 
Brooklyn Center two days 
after the April shooting. 

Prosecutors charged her 
with first- and second-degree 
manslaughter. 

The jury deliberated for 27 
hours over four days before 
convicting her ofboth counts 
Dec. 23. 

She faces almost seven 
years in prison. 


Iran rocket launch: Iran 
launched a rocket with a 
satellite carrier bearing three 
devices into space, authorities 


announced Thursday, with- 
out saying whether any ofthe 
objects had entered Earth’s 
orbit. 

It was not clear when the 
launch happened or what 
devices the carrier brought 
with it. Iran aired footage 
of the blastoff against the 
backdrop of negotiations in 
Vienna to restore Tehran’s 
tattered nuclear deal with 
world powers. 

Previous launches have 
drawn rebukes from the 
United States. The U.S. State 
Department, Space Force and 
the Pentagon did not imme- 
diately respond to requests 
for comment on Thursday’s 
announcement from Iran. 

Ahmad Hosseini, a 
Defense Ministry spokes- 
man, identified the rocket asa 
Simorgh, or “Phoenix,” rocket 
that sent up the three devices 
290 miles. 

Hours later, Hosseini and 
other officials remained silent 
on the status of the objects, 
suggesting the rocket had 
fallen short of placing its 
payload into the correct orbit. 


Hong Kong charges: Two 
former editors from a Hong 
Kong online pro-democracy 
news outlet were charged 
with sedition and denied bail 
Thursday, a day after one of 
the last openly critical voices 
in the city said it would cease 
operations following a police 
raid on its office and seven 
arrests. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Anthony Blinken called 
on Hong Kong authorities 
to release the detainees, 
and Canadian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Melanie Joly 
said her country was deeply 
concerned about the arrests, 
which included singer Denise 
Ho, a Canadian citizen and 
activist. 

According to a charge 
sheet, national security 
police filed one count each 
of conspiracy to publish a 
seditious publication against 
Chung Pui-kuen and Patrick 
Lam, former editors at Stand 
News. 

Police also said they would 
prosecute the company for 
sedition. 
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Rohingya refugees: A group 
of 120 Rohingya Muslims 
disembarked from a boat that 
had drifted for days off Indo- 
nesia’s northern province of 
Aceh and was towed by anavy 
ship into port, officials said. 

The wooden boat was 
reportedly leaking and had 
a damaged engine. Efforts to 
rescue its passengers, mostly 
women and children, began 
after Indonesia’s government 
Wednesday said it would 
allow them to dock. 

The boat was towed early 
Thursday from its location 
about 53 miles off the coast 
of Bireuen, a district in Aceh, 
toward Krueng Geukueh 
seaport in neighboring Lhok- 
seumawe, a coastal town in 
the North Aceh district, 
navy western fleet command 
spokesman Col. La Ode 
Holib said. 

Bad weather hampered 
the rescue operation, and 
the navy ship was moving 
at almost 6 mph to keep the 
towed boat from capsizing, 
Holib said. The boat docked 
safely early Friday. 
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CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


Shows, arts events canceled 


Performances, holiday events across the state 
put on hold amid surge in COVID-19 infections 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


The surge in COVID cases due 
to the omicron variant is leading to 
postponements and cancellations 
of arts events around Connecticut. 

Among the recent casualties: 

@ The annual Boar’s Head and 
Yule Log Festival at Hartford’s 
Asylum Hill Congregational 


NEWINGTON 


Police: 
Woman 
hurt in 
stabbing 


Suspect dead after 
hit by cars on I-84 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A woman was seriously 
wounded in a stabbing 
Wednesday night in Newing- 
ton, police said, and the man 
suspected of injuring her has 
died. 

The stabbing happened 
about 9 p.m. at 1538 Willard 
Ave., Bradford Commons 
apartments. Responding ofh- 
cers found the middle-aged 
woman in the parking lot with 
multiple serious stab wounds, 
police said. 

They performed lifesaving 
measures, and she was taken 
to the hospital. 

Her condition was not clear 
Thursday afternoon. 

Police said they learned the 
stabbing was an act of domes- 
tic violence and quickly iden- 
tified a suspect. They later 
found out the suspect had died 
after he was hit by two cars on 
I-84 in Southbury. 

State police, who are inves- 
tigating the pedestrian death, 
identified the man who died as 
Ricky L. Izzard, 52. 

Newington police did not 
release the woman’s name in 
accordance with domestic 
violence laws. 

Police said Izzard died 
when he was struck by two 
cars while crossing I-84 in 
Southbury about 11:40 p.m. 
Wednesday in the east lanes 
near Exit 15. 

A 2015 Subaru Outback and 
a 2012 Toyota Camry were 
headed east, one in the right 
lane of two and the other in 
the left, police said. 

He was standing in the right 
shoulder began crossing the 
highway, they said, and was 
struck by one car in the right 
lane and the other in the left. 
He was pronounced dead at 
the scene. 

The Toyota’s driver was 
taken to Saint Mary’s Hospi- 
tal in Waterbury to be treated 
for minor injuries, state police 
said. 

Detectives continue to 
investigate the stabbing. 
Anyone with information 
about it is asked to call the 
Newington police at 860-666- 
8445. 


Christine Dempsey can 
be reached at cdempsey@ 
courant.com. 


Church was originally planned as 
a live event on Jan. 8. Then it was 
revised to a livestreamed event 
with a small live audience. Then it 
was canceled altogether. 

@ Connecticut Lyric Opera had 
three performances planned for 
the “Die Fledermaus,” at three 
locations around the state. The 
operetta by Johann Strauss II, 
which revolves around a New 
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Year’s party, was slated for Dec. 26 
at Trinity-on-Main in New London 
and Dec. 30 at The Bushnell; those 
shows were canceled when a cast 
member contracted COVID. The 
third show, Jan. 7 at the Garde 
Arts Center, was canceled a few 
days later. “We have no choice but 
to postpone these performances 
and hope that the omicron wave 
subsides in the next few weeks, 
permitting us to continue the 
production in the nearest future,” 
says the opera company’s website. 
™@ Brief Cameo Productions has 


CONNECTICUT 











canceled its impending produc- 
tion of the musical “The Last 
Five Years,’ scheduled for Jan. 8 
and 9 at the Ivoryton Playhouse 
in Essex. In a statement, the 
company said “With the state’s 
[COVID] numbers where they 
are, we couldn’t in good conscience 
consider producing, nor would our 
venue be allowed to host us.” 

@ At Hartford’s Infinity Hall, 
two shows by the band Turkuaz 
on Dec. 30 and 31 were canceled 
weeks ago because of what the 
band attributed to “unforeseen 


Sno ’N’ Dough opens at Hartford’s Parkville Market to 
ofter fair favorites — and free snoballs on New Year’s Eve 





SnoWizard 


Joe Bonee makes a snoball at Sno ’N’ Dough at Parkville Market. Bonee and Don White Jr. created the 


new restaurant concept. SUSAN DUNNE PHOTOS/HARTFORD COURANT 


IT’S A CARNIVAL 


ALL YE 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


It’s fair season in the middle of 
winter, and all year long, at Sno’N’ 
Dough, a fried dough and flavored 
snoball restaurant that just opened 
a stall in Hartford’s Parkville 


Market. 


The grand opening is Friday. 
On Friday only, anyone who can 
show proof they follow Sno ’N’ 
Dough on Facebook, Instagram or 
TikTok (@snondough) can get a 
free 12-ounce flavored snoball. 

Don White Jr. of Agawam, 
Massachusetts, and Joe Bonee 
of West Hartford, founded the 
restaurant concept. The men met 
while working in management at 


Dunkin’ Donuts. 


“There was a need for a difter- 


ent kind of dessert in the market,” 


Turn to Carnival, Page 7 





A fried dough taco, a pineapple snoball and churros from 
newly opened Sno’N’ Dough at Parkville Market in Hartford. 


cancelations, health & safety risks, 
& logistical travel concerns.” A new 
Dec. 31 show was arranged with 
the accomplished local party bands 
West End Blend and Nikita, but has 
also now been canceled. 

MA New Year’s Champagne 
Brunch on Jan. 1 at Foxwoods’ 
Premier Theater with DJ D-Nice 
has been postponed to “spring/ 
summer 2022,” nowhere near the 
new year, according to the casino’s 
website. 
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CORONAVIRUS 
IN CONNECTICUT 


First 
Night 
scaled 
back 


Some indoor venues 
for New Year’s Eve 


bash will be closed 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — First Night 
Hartford has scaled back its 
plans as COVID-19 cases surge 
in Connecticut, eliminating 
tight indoor spaces and moving 
more entertainment outdoors. 

Taneisha Duggan, who is 
organizing entertainment 
for the city’s annual New 
Year’s Eve party, said four 
planned indoor venues — Sea 
Tea Comedy Theater, Christ 
Church, Trumbull XL and 
Center Church — have been 
removed from the lineup. An 
art exhibit will be viewable 
only through the windows at 
Christ Church. 

The rest of the venues, some 
indoor and some outdoor — 
Bushnell Park Carousel and ice 
rink, Hartford Public Library, 
Wadsworth Atheneum, 88 
Pratt St., LAZ Capitol park- 
ing lot, the Old State House 
and the Main Stage on Trinity 
Street — are still active for the 
event, which runs from 2 p.m. 
to midnight. 

A large party inside the 
library has been shelved, 
Duggan said. Activities at the 
Atheneum are outdoor-only, 
as the museum has closed for 
the weekend due to the COVID 
surge. 

“We’re focusing on the 
indoor venues with the best 
ventilation, the highest ceil- 
ings and the best ability to still 
have a good number of people 
inside with reduced capacity,” 
Duggan said. “All will be at 70 
percent or less of maximum 
capacity. 

“It’s been tough. There is 
no overarching plan for how 
to handle the rising cases of 
omicron,” Duggan said. “We 
are fortunate that the heart 
of the entire event is the fire- 
works. We felt we could 
proceed with this event know- 
ing that the centerpiece is an 
outdoor fireworks show.” 

Duggan said the weather is 
on the event’s side. “It’s a bless- 
ing that it will be relatively 
comfortable to be outside,” 


Turn to Party, Page 7 


Prosecutor: Man fakes virus infection to get out of court 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A Hartford man fabricated a 
positive COVID-19 test result to 
get out of going to court, the state’s 
top prosecutor said. 

The 31-year-old was arrested 
Tuesday and charged with 
second-degree forgery and fabri- 
cating physical evidence, the chief 
state’s attorney’s staff said. The 
Courant generally identifies only 


those accused of the most serious 
felonies; these crimes are Class D 
felonies. 

According to the arrest warrant 
affidavit, the man was out on bond 
following his arrest on criminal 
charges in the New Britain Judi- 
cial District. 

The arrests, which were made 
over the last five years, include 
charges of risk of injury to a minor, 
assault and numerous counts of 
violation of a protective order, 


court records show. 

One of the conditions of his 
release was that the man not 
be charged with other crimes. 
Hartford police arrested him on 
charges of threatening and breach 
of peace Nov. 16 and South Wind- 
sor police charged him with 
breach of peace and interfering 
with police Nov. 26, the warrant 
said. 

He was due in Superior Court 
in New Britain for a bond review 


Nov. 30, but on Nov. 29 his lawyer 
told Judge Maureen Keegan he 
had received a screenshot from 
his client that showed a positive 
test result for COVID-19, accord- 
ing to the warrant. 

The judge excused the man 
from court. 

Department of Justice investi- 
gators took a closer look at a cell- 
phone picture of the test result 
and learned the man had altered 
an electronic notification from 


Trinity Health. 

A date was in a different font, 
and the name was written in a 
different style — with all upper- 
case letters, the warrant said. 

The man’s bail for the new case 
is set at $25,000; he is due in New 
Britain court Feb. 3. 

Both forgery and fabricating 
evidence are punishable by not 
less than one year nor more than 
five years in prison and/or up toa 
$5,000 fine. 


CONNECTICUT 


Canceled 


from Page 6 


™Some shows sched- 
uled for early in 2022 
were postponed some 
time ago. Back in October, 


Party 


from Page 6 


she said. “The Main 
Stage, which is outside, 
was already going to be a 
central feature of this year’s 
programming.” 

Activities include crown 
and lantern making, ice 
skating, carousel rides, 
history bingo, crafts, ther- 
apy dogs, seek-and-find, 
performances by Dream- 
void and Rob Santos at 88 
Pratt, “Nutcracker Suite 
and Spicy” at the Athe- 
neum, performances by 
Nekita Waller at Old State 
House and an interactive 
art installation “Ancestor in 
Progress.” 

The face painting, which 
was going to be inside the 
Old State House, has been 
moved outdoors to Trinity 
Street. 

Duggan said Jedda La 
Rue, the face painter, will be 
masked and will sanitize all 
her tools between custom- 
ers. All customers must be 
masked, too. 

“Jedda will be focusing 
the painting on the arms 
and on face areas above the 
masks,” Duggan said. 

Masks will be required 
at all indoor and outdoor 
venues. Duggan said “we 
strongly encourage people 
to be vaccinated.” 

A scavenger hunt with 
local artists will still take 
place, with artists located in 
the approved venues. Partic- 
ipating artists include Andre 
Rochester, Jena Fenton, 
Muva Mya, Deka Henry, 
Lindaluz Carillo, Mercury, 
Kevin Basura, Ashley the 
Creator, Godz, Vash, The 
Collective NH and Dave 
Borawski. 

Details at firstnight 
hartford.org. 


Susan Dunne can be reached 
at sdunne@courant.com. 


The Weeknd canceled his 
planned fall/winter tour 
(including a January stop at 
Mohegan Sun Arena) “due 
to constraints of arenas 
and the demand for more 
shows,” adding that “I want 
to do something bigger 


and special for you which 
requires stadiums.” 

This is just a sampling 
of shows that have been 
affected by the new COVID 
surge. Venues are not yet 
shutting down (or being 
asked to), but numerous 


events are being postponed 
or canceled, whether because 
of illness among performers 
or “out of an abundance of 
caution,” which has become 
a popular phrase with perfor- 
mance venues. 
Ticketholders should 
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check websites to make 
sure an event is still happen- 
ing. It is also wise to check 
a venue’s COVID policies 
before attending. Many 
theaters and concert venues 
in the state require proof of 
COVID-19 vaccination or 
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a recent negative test, and 
insist that masks be worn 
indoors at all times, includ- 
ing during a performance. 


Christopher Arnott can 
be reached at carnott@ 
courant.com. 





Sno ’N’ Dough is now open at Parkville Market in Hartford, and it’s offering free snoballs on New Year’s Eve. SUSAN DUNNE/HARTFORD COURANT 


Carnival 


from Page 6 


White said. “They have a 
terrific ice cream place but 
they needed a hot dessert.” 
They hit on fried dough. 
“I love to go to fairs. You 
can’t get that food year- 
round here,” White said. 
They teamed it with 
snoballs, which White 
remembered from his 
childhood in the South. 
“Snoballs are different 
from snow cones. A snoball 
is fine powdered snow with 


condensed milk on the too. 
It’s sweet and creamy,” he 
said. 

The snoball flavor list 
includes tiger’s blood 
(berry-coconut), water- 
melon, strawberry, vanilla, 
cherry, lemon-lime, 
margarita, Dreamsicle, 
cotton candy, root beer, 
Hawaiian, wine cooler, 
pina colada, passion fruit, 
pineapple, bubble gum, 
banana, wedding cake and 
ice cream. 

They come in four sizes, 
eight ounces ($2.99), 12 
ounces ($4.49), 16 ounces 


($5.49) and 20 ounces 
($6.49). 

Flavors can be combined 
any way a customer 
chooses. An expanded 
flavor list is on the horizon, 
as well as silly, fun specialty 
flavors. 

“There’s one called Splat- 
tered Frog, with lime in 
the middle and cherry on 
the outside,” White said. 
Bonee, a “Game of Thrones” 
fan, is cooking up a “Red 
Wedding” flavor, a mashup 
of wedding cake and straw- 
berry. 

“We're going to do alot of 


experimenting,” White said. 

The fried dough selec- 
tions include sweet — 
powdered sugar, cinnamon 
sugar, 50/50 (with both 
sugars), Nutella-banana, 
s’mores, maple-bacon and 
whipped cream-chocolate 
chip — and savory: buffalo 
chicken, chicken bacon 
ranch, garlic Parmesan, 
marinara and taco. The 
shop also offers classic 
fair foods like fried Oreos, 
funnel cakes, churros, 
popcorn and cotton candy. 

That menu will expand 
too. “The concept is 


endless,” White said. 

The men want the 
Parkville location to be the 
first of many. “We want to 
expand throughout the 
state as soon as possible,” 
White said. 

Sno ’N’ Dough is open 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday and 
Monday, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday to Thursday and 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. See more at 
snondough.com. 


Susan Dunne can be 
reached at sdunne@ 
courant.com. 


We can help make your shower or bath safer, beautiful, 
and maintenance free. 
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Ban on surprise medical 
bills gets underway in ’22 


Legislation will cover almost all emergency services and most routine care 


By Margot Sanger-Katz 
The New York Times 


For years, millions of Americans with 
medical emergencies could receive another 
nasty surprise: a bill from a doctor they did 
not choose and who did not accept their 
insurance. A law that goes into effect Satur- 
day will make many such bills illegal. 

The change is the result of biparti- 
san legislation passed during the Trump 
administration and fine-tuned by the Biden 
administration. It is a major new consumer 
protection, covering nearly all emergency 
medical services, and most routine care. 

“T think this is so pro-consumer, it’s so 
pro-patient — and its effect will eventually 
be felt by literally everybody who interacts 
with a health care system,” said Sen. Bill 
Cassidy, R-La., who was part of a bipartisan 
group of lawmakers who wrote the bill. He 
said he counted the bill as among his top 
achievements as a lawmaker. 

Even with insurance, emergency medi- 
cal care can still be expensive, and patients 
with high-deductible plans could still face 





large medical bills. But the law will elimi- 
nate the risk that an out-of-network doctor 
or hospital will send an extra bill. Those 
bills add up to billions in costs for consum- 
ers each year. 

Behind the scenes, medical providers are 
still fighting with regulators over how they 
will be paid when they provide out-of-net- 
work care. But those disputes will not 
interfere with the law’s key consumer 
protections. 

In the case of a medical emergency 
that requires a visit an urgent care center 
or emergency room, patients can’t be 
charged more than the cost sharing they 
are accustomed to for in-network services. 
This is where the law’s protections are the 
simplest and the most clear for people with 
health insurance. 

People will still be responsible for things 
like a deductible or a copayment. But once 
patients make that normal payment, they 
should expect no more bills. 

Several studies found that around 20% 
of U.S. patients who had emergency care 
were treated by someone outside their 


insurance network, including emergency 
room doctors, radiologists or laboratories. 
Any of those providers could send patients 
an extra bill after the fact, and some medi- 
cal groups did so routinely. Such bills are 
now illegal. 

There is one important exception. 

The new law does not prevent ambu- 
lance companies from billing you directly 
for their services if they travel on roads. It 
does offer protections against surprise bills 
from air ambulances. 

Ground ambulances were left out of the 
recent legislation because legislators deter- 
mined they would need a different regu- 
latory approach. Congress established a 
commission to study the issue and may 
consider reforms. 

Eleven states prevent ambulances from 
sending out-of-network medical bills. 
Patients who live in the other states are 
quite likely to get a bill in the mail if they 
require an ambulance. Research shows as 
many as half of people who need an ambu- 
lance receive such a bill, though the amount 
is not always large. 
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Building engineer Armando Garcia installs air filters this month in an office building in Seattle. GRANT HINDSLEY/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Costs to run an office rising 


Companies can expect to pay 
more for services as employees 
return from working at home 


By Julie Weed 
The New York Times 


The cost of office maintenance dropped 
significantly in the pandemic when work- 
ers went remote, as companies saved 
money on services like cleaning and secu- 
rity, as well as perks like dry cleaning and 
endless pantry snacks. 

But as employees begin to head back to 
the office, the cost of running the workplace 
is increasing. 

By December, about 40% of workers had 
returned at least part time, although the 
omicron variant of the coronavirus has put 
a chill on return-to-office plans. And devel- 
opers still expect that employees will be 
back on site in the long run, even if hybrid 
work becomes more common. 

Having fewer employees on site trans- 
lates to less daily cleaning and trash collec- 
tion, for instance, but those reduced 
janitorial services are often countered by 
directives for deep disinfecting, as well as 
higher labor costs for maintenance. And 
spending on supplies like coffee filters, pens 
and paper towels may be down, but they 


have been replaced by purchases like hand 
sanitizer and masks. 

Because the coronavirus is spread 
through airborne transmission, one of the 
most significant changes in building oper- 
ation has been a focus on air quality. Many 
companies are scrutinizing their ventila- 
tion, which could involve installing more 
robust air filters to screen out virus parti- 
cles, for example, or replacing the building’s 
air more frequently. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention lists ways buildings can improve 
ventilation, like by running heating, venti- 
lation and air conditioning systems at 
maximum for two hours before and after 
buildings are occupied. 

Employers are paying attention to air 
quality as never before, said Nellie Brown, 
a health and safety specialist who provides 
training and technology assistance for New 
York state workplaces through Cornell 
University’s School of Industrial and Labor 
Relations. 

“If you don’t spend money on upgrading 
your ventilation, you might be spending it 
on sick people,” Brown said. 

She added that these upgrades could have 
helped reduce the spread of the seasonal flu 
in years past had they been in place. 

Upgrading HVAC systems can be expen- 
sive and add monthly costs. New equip- 


ment for a typical 100,000-square-foot 
office building in Chicago might cost up 
to $100,000 to install, Mueller said, and 
can add 5% to 10% to monthly bills. For 
offices in milder climates, just opening the 
windows can increase air quality, although 
many office windows do not open. 

Building managers are creating more 
rooftop and patio spaces for workers. 
Maintaining those spaces will mean addi- 
tional costs, like heat or cooling. Some new 
designs focus on flexible indoor-outdoor 
spaces, like an airy lobby coffee shop with 
indoor seating and garage-door type walls 
that can be opened to patio space. 

Adding outdoor spaces was a trend 
before the pandemic, but “now it is elevated 
in priority,” said Greg Smith, CEO of Urban 
Visions, a Seattle developer. He has three 
projects set to open in the next few years, 
and each one offers significant outdoor 
venues. 

“The era of stuffing people into offices 
like sardines is over,” he said. 

Before the pandemic, developers were 
already offering services like dry cleaning, 
shoe repair and grocery pickup. As employ- 
ers compete for talent now, Smith said, 
creating an environment that has the right 
amenities is part of hiring and retention. 
These might include workout facilities, 
showers, health clinics or bicycle parking. 


Flying? It’s another tough day for air travel 


By Niraj Chokshi 
and Lauren Hirsch 
The New York Times 


Airlines have been preparing for the holi- 
day season for months, reviewing plans and 
readying reserves of workers. But that was 
not enough to mitigate the effects of the 
fast-spreading omicron coronavirus and of 
heavy snow and strong winds in the West. 

The impact continued to be felt Thurs- 
day, with more than 1,100 cancellations of 
flights to, from or within the United States, 
according to the air travel data site Flight- 
Aware. The site was also showing more 
than 500 cancellations for Friday. 

The continued disruption comes as the 
country is averaging more than 260,000 


new coronavirus cases a day, greater than 
the peak levels from last winter, though 
deaths and hospitalizations have remained 
relatively steady. 

The surge has disrupted far more than 
air travel. 

New York City has slowed to a crawl as 
the virus thins the ranks of subway work- 
ers and emergency personnel. Cincinnati 
declared a state of emergency Wednesday 
to help the city deal with labor shortages 
within the city’s Fire Department amid a 
spike in coronavirus cases that coincided 
with scheduled holiday vacations. Many 
cities have canceled or limited New Year’s 
celebrations. More broadly, the pandemic 
has caused months of havoc in supply 
chains. 


Looking to relieve its staffing squeeze, 
the airline industry pushed for the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention to 
shorten its recommended isolation period 
for Americans infected with COVID-19. 
The agency had previously recommended 
that infected patients isolate for 10 days 
after a positive test. But Monday, it reduced 
that period to five days for those without 
symptoms and those without fevers whose 
other symptoms were resolving. 

Delta Air Lines was one of the first 
companies to adapt to the updated guid- 
ance. Its new policy, dated Tuesday, 
provides five days of paid leave for vacci- 
nated workers who test positive for the 
coronavirus to isolate, according to an 
internal memo to company leaders. 


Boosters 
urged for 
workers at 
care homes 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Federal health offi- 
cials Thursday pressed nursing home work- 
ers to get their booster shots amid a spike 
in COVID-19 cases among staffers and a 
concerning lag in booster vaccination for 
residents and staff. 

The omicron variant “is lightning fast, 
and we cannot afford another COVID-19 
surge in nursing homes,” Health and Human 
Services Secretary Xavier Becerra said in a 
livestreamed appeal to the industry. “You 
know that. I know that. Higher numbers of 
COVID cases would likely once again have a 
devastating impact on our loved ones.” 

Nursing homes are a testing ground for 
President Joe Biden’s assertion that the U.S. 
is much better prepared to handle a surging 
virus than it was last winter. Although nurs- 
ing home residents are a tiny proportion of 
the population, they represent a dispropor- 
tionate share of Americans who have died 
in the pandemic. The advent of vaccines 
brought the virus under control in nursing 
homes and allowed them to reopen to visi- 
tors. But that return to normalcy could be in 
jeopardy as omicron pushes COVID-19 cases 
to new highs. 

Cases among nursing home staffers 
jumped to 10,353 for the week ending Dec. 
27, arise of nearly 80% from the previous 
week, according to data from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Staff deaths 
increased to 58, tripling from the previous 
week. Among residents, who are more heav- 
ily vaccinated, cases went up slightly and the 
data showed no increase in deaths. 

Becerra said only 57% of nursing home 
residents and 25% of staff and have gotten 
boosters. That lags a booster rate of nearly 
66% among people age 65 or older and about 
45% for the adult population, according to 
statistics from the White House. 


Tesla recalling 
356K Model 3s 


NEW YORK — Tesla is recalling certain 
Model 3s because a coaxial cable for its 
backup camera can become worn and fail to 
transmit images to the dashboard console. 

All Model 3s from model years 2017 to 
2020 are included in the recall, with as 
many as 356,309 cars affected, according to 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Admin- 
istration. Tesla is not aware of any crashes, 
injuries or deaths caused by the defect. 

The coaxial cable is attached to a harness 
on the trunk lid and can become worn after 
repeated opening and closing of the trunk. 
If the core of coaxial cable separates due to 
excessive wear, the rearview camera feed 
will not be visible on the center display, 
affecting the driver’s view and increasing 
the risk of collision, the NHTSA said. 


Jobless claims 
drop to 198,000 


WASHINGTON — The number of Amer- 
icans applying for unemployment benefits 
fell below 200,000, more evidence that the 
job market remains strong in the aftermath 
of last year’s coronavirus recession. 

Jobless claims dropped by 8,000 to 
198,000, the Labor Department reported 
Thursday. The four-week average, which 
smooths out week-to-week volatility, fell 
to just above 199,000, the lowest level since 
October 1969. 

Altogether, 1.7 million Americans were 
collecting traditional unemployment aid the 
week that ended Dec. 18. That was the lowest 
since March 2020, and down by 140,000 
from the week before. 

The weekly claims numbers, a proxy for 
layofts, have fallen steadily most of the year. 


Jobless claims 


Initial unemployment claims, seasonally 
adjusted, in millions per week 
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A Japanese Type 90 tank fires at a target during a drill this month in Eniwa on the northern 
Japanese island of Hokkaido. EUGENE HOSHIKO/AP 


Amid defense buildup, arms 
industry in Japan struggling 


By Mari Yamaguchi 


Associated Press 


ENIWA, Japan — The 
dozens of Type 90, or 
“Kyumaru,” tanks rumbling 
through recent shooting 
drills on Japan’s northern 
island of Hokkaido exem- 
plify the challenges its 
arms makers face at home 
and overseas as the country 
fortifies its defenses against 
strategic threats. 

The Self Defense Force 
needs the more advanced 
aircraft and weaponry sold 
by U.S. arms manufacturers 
as Japan’s strategic focus 
shifts from Russia in the 
north to the south, where it 
faces incursions by Chinese 
fighter jets and naval vessels 
and North Korean missile 
launches. 

Big Japanese defense 
manufacturers like Mitsub- 
ishi, IHI Corp. and Kawa- 
saki Heavy Industries 
are struggling to sell 20th 
century tanks, aircraft and 
warships. They need to 
develop better technology 
to serve a military in the 
market for robotic craft like 
Tritons made by Northrop 
Grumman and Boeing’s 
undersea Echo Voyager. 

Likewise, Japan’s inter- 
national arms sales never 


have taken off. Uncom- 
petitive, with high prices, 
aging technology and scant 
government support, arms 
makers in Japan increas- 
ingly are just withdrawing 
from the business. 

The Kyumaru tanks built 
by Mitsubishi Heavy Indus- 
tries debuted 30 years ago 
and are being replaced with 
lighter and more mobile 
armored vehicles that can 
travel on public roads and 
or have amphibious capa- 
bilities, including Amer- 
ican amphibious assault 
vehicles. 

“People may think Japan 
has advanced technology 
and it can quickly catch up 
with others and start sell- 
ing equipment if it only gets 
serious, but I think that’s 
wrong,” said Heigo Sato, 
an expert on defense issues 
and professor at Hokkaido’s 
Takushoku University. 

“The problem is, Japan’s 
defense products are not 
first grade. Nobody is inter- 
ested in buying second- or 
third-grade products at 
higher prices,” he said. 

Japan created its own 
Acquisition, Technology & 
Logistics Agency in 2015 to 
try to energize the sluggish 
domestic defense industry 
and promote joint technol- 


ogy research, development 
and sales with friendly 
nations. But profits have 
dwindled at home, as the 
government, instead of 
promoting sales, increased 
big-ticket purchases from 
the United States. 

Japan is the world’s 
12th-largest arms importer, 
with a 2.2% global share. 
Most purchases are from 
its ally the United States, 
according to the latest 
survey by the Stock- 
holm International Peace 
Research Institute, a global 
research organization. 

Japan’s total defeat in 
World War II, when it tried 
to conquer much of Asia, 
has left many Japanese 
wary of military buildups. 
The postwar constitution 
limits use of force to self-de- 
fense, and a ban on arms 
exports was only lifted in 
2014. 

Moreover, Japanese 
scientists tend to be reluc- 
tant to engage in research 
and development of tech- 
nologies that can be used 
for military purposes. 

As a latecomer, Japan 
lacks the marketing and 
technology transfer exper- 
tise of the U.S., with its FMS 
program, and other major 
exporters. 
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Discord shakes up landscape 
as a social hub for the young 


By Kellen Browning 
The New York Times 


In 2015, Jason Citron, 
a computer programmer, 
was struggling to break 
through in the video game 
industry. The new multi- 
player game he had created 
with his development studio, 
Hammer & Chisel, was not 
catching on. 

So Citron laid off his 
company’s game developers, 
turned the game’s chatting 
feature into its sole prod- 
uct and gave it a mysterious 
name — Discord. 

“T think at the time we had 
maybe six users,” Citron said. 
“Tt wasn’t clear that it was 
going to work.” 

At first, Discord was only 
popular with other gamers. 
But more than six years 
later, driven in part by the 
pandemic, it has exploded 
into the mainstream. While 
adults working from home 
flocked to Zoom, their chil- 
dren were downloading 
Discord to socialize. 

The platform has more 
than 150 million active users 
each month — up from 56 
million in 2019 — with nearly 
80% logging in from outside 
North America. 

In September, San Fran- 
cisco-based Discord said 
it was raising $500 million 
in funding, valuing the 
company at $14.7 billion, 
according to PitchBook, 
a market data provider. It 
more than doubled its work- 
force in 2021, to about 650 
people. 

Before Discord, Citron 
ran asocial gaming network, 
OpenFeint, which he sold in 
2011 to a Japanese gaming 
company GREE for $104 
million. He was considered 
by others in the gaming 
community to be innova- 
tive because he tried to keep 
gamers’ attentions through 
social interactions with their 
friends, a new strategy in 
the nascent mobile gaming 
market. 

Now, Citron, 37, finds 
himselfrunning a prominent 
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Jason Citron, right, and Stanislav Vishnevskiy, are co-founders 
of Discord. KELSEY MCCLELLAN/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


communications platform, 
a shift that he described as 
“surprising and wonderful 
and humbling” 

Discord is split into serv- 
ers — essentially chat rooms 
similar to the workplace 
tool Slack — which facilitate 
casual, free-flowing conver- 
sations. Some servers are 
large and open to the public; 
others are invitation-only. 

The service doesn’t have 
ads. It makes money through 
a subscription service that 
gives users access to features 
like custom emoji for $5 
or $10 per month. Discord 
also began experimenting 
in December with allow- 
ing some users to charge for 
access to their server, up to 
$100 a month, of which the 
company takes a 10% cut. 

Discord made more than 
$100 million in revenue last 
year, according to a person 
familiar with the company’s 
finances, but company offi- 
cials would not say whether 
it was profitable. 

In June 2020, Citron and 
his co-founder and chief 
technology officer, Stan- 
islav Vishnevskiy, wrote a 
blog post acknowledging 
that Discord was working 
to become more accessible 


GEISSLER’S 


SUPERMARKET 


» Hand Carved 






” Fruit Bowls bs 


to all. 

That transition has come 
with growing pains. Discord 
has faced the same thorny 
questions as other social 
media companies about 
regulating speech, safe- 
guarding against harassment 
and keeping young people 
safe. 

Discord allows people to 
chat using fake names, and 
the task of ensuring that 
people follow its community 
standards is largely left up to 
the organizers of individual 
Discord servers. 

In 2017, white nationalists 
gathered in far-right Discord 
servers to plan the “Unite 
the Right” rally in Charlot- 
tesville, Virginia. Discord 
executives, aware that white 
nationalists were on the plat- 
form, did not ban them until 
after the rally, according to 
New York Times reporting. 

In the aftermath, the 
company got more serious 
about content moderation. 
Citron said about 15% of the 
company’s employees work 
on trust and safety. The 
company began publish- 
ing biannual transparency 
reports in 2019 and bars 
those younger than 13 from 
Discord. 
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OPINION 








A way 

to save 
Biden’s 
agenda 


By Karl W. Smith 


Bloomberg Opinion 


The success or failure of President Joe 
Biden’s legislative agenda could depend 
on a single senator from a mountainous 
state who has idiosyncratic views and is 
not especially popular in his own party. 

That’s right: Biden’s future may lie 
in the hands of Mitt Romney. The Utah 
senator introduced a bill in February that 
would take a key component of the presi- 
dent’s social policy — the child tax credit, 
which was part of this year’s American 
Rescue Plan and would be extended by 
the moribund Build Back Better legisla- 
tion — permanent. 

The president should enthusiastically 
support Romney’s bill. Yes, this would 
require a level of boldness uncharacter- 
istic of this White House, and passage 
would still be a long shot. But it just might 
work. Call it the audacity of the last best 
hope. 

Since the beginning of the year, it has 
been clear that West Virginia Sen. Joe 
Manchin was one of the key votes (if not 
the key vote) in passing Build Back Better. 
Yet even now the latest version of the bill 
is at odds not just with his stated legis- 
lative goals, but with his fundamental 
philosophy. 

Manchin wants a streamlined bill 
focused on giving a hand up to the most 
vulnerable — without discouraging work, 
driving up inflation or adding to the defi- 
cit. Build Back Better is packed full of 
gimmicks designed to win validation from 
the Congressional Budget Office, devotes 
hundreds of billions to reinstating tax 
loopholes for upper-income Americans, 
and provides no permanent funding for 
its hodgepodge of programs nominally 
designed to help the poor but structured 
to serve long-term Democratic constitu- 
encies. 

Fortunately, there is a bill that fits 
Manchin’s requirements. It also expands 
and permanently funds the primary 
poverty reduction initiative in Build Back 
Better. Romney’s Family Security Act, ina 








The success or failure of President Biden’s legislative agenda could depend on Utah GOP Sen. Mitt Romney, left. MANUEL BALCE CENETA/AP 


rare feat in today’s hyperpartisan environ- 
ment, has won accolades from across the 
political spectrum. 

It accomplishes this by integrating 
competing visions. It offers child allow- 
ance benefits to expecting parents four 
months before their child is due, for exam- 
ple — managing to be both pro-life and 
pro-choice. It both offers government 
support for the unborn and expands the 
options available to working single mothers. 

In addition, by tying benefits directly 
to children through the Social Security 
Administration — rather than to taxpayers 
through the Internal Revenue Service — 
the plan supports both one-income fami- 
lies with a dedicated stay-at-home parent 
and families on the margins of the econ- 
omy, striving to make ends meet. 

Romney’s plan would also would 
provide a flat, universal benefit to all 
families. That’s different from the current 
structure of the child tax credit, which is 
a classic trapezoid with both a phase-in 


(designed to encourage work) anda 
phase-out (designed to add progressivity). 
To allay liberal concerns about progres- 
sivity and conservative worries about 
disincentives, Romney’s proposal would 
reform the earned income tax credit, 
which would become a pure subsidy for 
lower-income workers regardless of how 
many dependents they claim. 

Romney would pay for these reforms 
largely by ending both the state and local 
deduction and the Temporary Aid to 
Needy Families program, the successor to 
what used to be known as welfare. Both 
of these programs — one for the rich, one 
for the poor — sound good on paper but 
in practice are simultaneously inefficient 
(economically) and ineffective (policy- 
wise). 

Unlike those programs, a universal 
child benefit wouldn’t discourage poor 
parents from working for fear of losing 
their benefits. 

Nor would it encourage affluent parents 


to move to more economically segregated 
municipalities in order to maximize their 
deductions. 

This integration of alternative values — 
rather than the pursuit of an ideological 
extreme or the construction of a centrism 
equally unsatisfying to all parties — is why 
Romney’s plan has such wide support in 
the policy community. 

As 2021 closes, the president is facing 
crises on multiple fronts — a resur- 
gent virus, persistent inflation, a frac- 
tious party, to name just a few. Granted, 
embracing the idea of a Republican sena- 
tor won’t solve any of these directly. But 
it’s a genuinely good idea. And if the two 
sides are ever going to work together, 
which is something Biden has promised 
to try to do, then they need to focus more 
on good-faith efforts such as Romney’s 
Family Security Act. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 


Predicting the monthly news for the new year 





AS 
Carl P. Leubsdorf 


Each December, I speculate about what 
political headlines might emerge in the 
coming year. 

Last year, I predicted the Dow would hit 
35,000 and New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy 
would be reelected, but I missed almost 
everything else. Undeterred, I try again by 
looking at what might happen in 2022: 


January: Congressional Republicans 
boycott anniversary observance of the Jan. 
6 insurrection but 23 join protest outside. 
In Florida, former President Donald 
Trump reiterates unsupported claim 

he was fraudulently denied reelection, 
commends “peaceful patriots” who tried to 
prevent Joe Biden’s certification. In State 
of the Union speech, President Biden says 
agreement on revised Build Back Better 
bill is “within reach.” West Virginia Sen. 
Joe Manchin declines comment. Trump 
son-in-law Jared Kushner named new 
Israeli finance minister. Rep. Alexan- 

dria Ocasio-Cortez criticizes Biden and 
Democratic leadership, announces she 
will challenge Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer in New York Democratic 


primary. 


February: New COVID-19 cases drop 

for first time in two months. Kansas City 
defeats Tampa Bay in Super Bowl LVI. 
Vice President Kamala Harris unveils new 
government plan to limit illegal immi- 
gration and increase processing of legal 
arrivals. New government reports show 
inflation rate dropping sharply to 4%, 
unemployment at 3.9%. Atlanta grand jury 
indicts Trump for interfering with election 
certification in Georgia. Former president 
calls it “fake news.” Donald Trump Jr. says 
he’ll seek the presidency in 2024 if his 
father can’t. 


March: In the Texas GOP primary, George 
P. Bush upsets Attorney General Ken 
Paxton, Gov. Greg Abbott routs Don Huff- 
ines and Allen West. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi announces she won’t seek reelec- 
tion. Manchin says he is near agreement 
with White House on Build Back Better 
bill. Ata White House meeting, Biden’s 
new dog, Commander, bites Senate GOP 





~ 





Columnist Carl P. Leubsdorf is predicting that former President Donald Trump will reiterate his 
claim he was fraudulently denied reelection in 2020. CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY 


Leader Mitch McConnell. McConnell bites 
back. Trump calls Georgia indictment an 
attempt to stop him from seeking the pres- 
idency in 2024, sues to void indictment. 
Jared Schneck, the Oregon father who said 
“Let’s Go Brandon” during Biden’s Christ- 
mas call, says he’ll run for governor. 


April: Trump endorses Schneck. At 
House January 6 Committee hearings, 
three leaders of the 2021 insurrection 

say Reps. Paul Gosar and Jim Jordan told 
them Trump supported their efforts to 
challenge congressional certification of 
Biden’s election. Text messages confirm 
their discussions. The Supreme Court 
votes 5-4 to allow the Jan. 6 committee 
to get Trump’s emails and texts. Biden 
and Manchin announce agreement on 
reduced $1.7 trillion Build Back Better bill. 
Senate passes it 51-50 with Harris casting 
the deciding vote. 


May: House rejects revised Build Back 
Better bill, as 27 progressives bolt ranks, 
denouncing its cuts. Biden’s job approval 
hits new low of 38 percent. With Trump’s 
support, former state chair Jane Timken 
wins Ohio GOP Senate nomination, and 
TV personality Mehmet Oz wins in Penn- 
sylvania. Democrats nominate Rep. Tim 
Ryan and Lt. Gov. John Fetterman. The 
Supreme Court upholds Mississippi’s 


15-week abortion limit, rejects stricter 
Texas law. 


June: After monthlong “persuasion” by 
Speaker Pelosi, the House passes a revised 
Build Back Better bill, 218-216. Biden’s job 
approval climbs to 42 percent. Supreme 
Court Justice Stephen Breyer announces 
retirement. The Colorado Avalanche defeats 
the Tampa Bay Lightning in the Stanley Cup 
finals. The Brooklyn Nets win the NBA title. 
New York Democrats reject Ocasio-Cortez, 
renominate Schumer in close vote. In upset, 
Republicans pick Andrew Giuliani to oppose 
Gov. Kathy Hochul, who easily wins Demo- 
cratic primary. 


July: Biden nominates Judge Ketanji 
Brown Jackson as first Black woman 
Supreme Court justice. Giuliani asks his 
father, former Mayor Rudy Giuliani, not to 
campaign for him in New York governor’s 
race. Former Trump adviser Steve Bannon 
is found guilty of contempt of Congress, 
sentenced to one year in prison. He imme- 
diately appeals. Reports say top Democrats 
prefer Jill Biden’s campaign appearances 
over her husband’s. 


August: In multi-candidate Missouri GOP 
Senate primary, Trump-backed former 
Gov. Eric Greitens emerges as winner and 
will face ex-state Sen. Scott Sifton. Repub- 


lican Sen. Lindsey Graham says he'll back 
Judge Jackson, virtually ensuring her 
confirmation. Liz Cheney narrowly wins 
Wyoming GOP primary. Texas secretary 
of state finds no significant fraud in review 
of 2020 vote in four large counties. Dow 
Jones average hits 38,000. Biden’s job 
approval is 45 percent. 


September: Georgia Supreme Court 
voids Trump indictment. Judge Jack- 

son confirmed as Supreme Court justice, 
53-47, including three Republicans (Sens. 
Susan Collins, Graham, Lisa Murkowski). 
Government says illegal immigration has 
leveled off. Trump urges removal of Texas 
secretary of state. Abbott refuses. 


October: House January 6 Committee 
issues report urging Justice Department to 
consider criminal action against Trump for 
effort to obstruct Congress from certifying 
2020 election result. Sen. Bernie Sanders 
says he may challenge Biden’s renomina- 
tion in 2024. The New York Mets defeat 
the Texas Rangers in World Series with 
Max Scherzer winning two games. Amid 
concern about new sigma COVID strain, 
CDC urges fourth shot for all. 


November: Republicans capture House 
with 232 seats, fewer than expected. 
Senate Democrats unexpectedly gain three 
seats for 53-47 margin, defeating Trump- 
backed GOP candidates in Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania and Missouri. Texas stays red, as 
Abbott edges Beto O’Rourke by 2 points. 
House Freedom Caucus urges former 
President Trump to challenge Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy for speaker. Trump demurs. 
After deadlock, GOP Whip Steve Scalise 
emerges as compromise choice. New York 
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries edges Rep. Pramila 
Jayapal to become new Democratic leader. 


December: President Biden announces 

he won’t seek reelection and, in a blow to 
Harris, says he’|l stay neutral in Demo- 
cratic race. Trump says he’ll announce in 
January if he will run in 2024. Outgoing 
Speaker Pelosi named U.S. ambassador to 
Italy. Washington grand jury indicts former 
President Trump for obstructing congres- 
sional certification of 2020 election. 
Cheney says she will run in 2024 Republi- 
can primary. Eric Trump says he may chal- 
lenge brother Donald Trump Jr., declaring 
“Tt’s our party and I’ll run if I want to.” 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Josephine M. Keegan, AKA 
Josephine Keegan (21-0689) 


The Hon. Carolyn L. McCaffrey, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North 
Central Connecticut, by decree dated 
December 28, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Nanci Scott, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Laura Ann Kapocsi 

c/o CHARLES T ALFANO, ALFANO & FLYNN, 
LLC, 53 MOUNTAIN RD., SUFFIELD, CT 
06078 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Richard J. Montagna, Sr., 
AKA Richard J. Montagna, AKA Richard 
Montagna (21-0711) 


The Hon. Carolyn L. McCaffrey, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North 
Central Connecticut, by decree dated 
December 28, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Nanci Scott, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Melissa Ketchale 

c/o BRIDGID T MURRAY, TYLER AND 
TYLER, 92 HIGH STREET, PO BOX 3426, 
ENFIELD, CT 06082 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF George R. Evans, Jr. (21-0670) 


The Hon. Carolyn L. McCaffrey, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North 
Central Connecticut, by decree dated 
December 20, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Nanci Scott, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Susan Mazza 

c/o BONNIE COTUGNO MANGAN, LAW 
OFFICE OF BONNIE C. MANGAN, PC., 1050 
SULLIVAN AVENUE, SUITE A3, SOUTH 
WINDSOR, CT 06074 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Melvin F. Patch, AKA Melvin 
Patch (21-0706) 


The Hon. Carolyn L. McCaffrey, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North 
Central Connecticut, by decree dated 
December 27, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Nanci Scott, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Christopher Sinsigalli 

c/o BRIDGID T MURRAY, TYLER AND 
TYLER, 92 HIGH STREET, PO BOX 3426, 
ENFIELD, CT 06082 


TOWN OF GRANBY 
Public Hearing 
Granby Planning & Zoning Commission 


There will be a Public Hearing con- 
ducted by the Granby Planning & Zoning 
Commission on January 141, 2022 
at 7:00 PM. in the Granby Town Hall 
Meeting Room, 15 North Granby Road 
to hear and consider the following item: 


Application seeking a Special Permit 
under Zoning Regulations Sections 
3.12.2 and 8.6.14 for a retail use and 
an illuminated freestanding sign, for 
property located at 281 Salmon Brook 
Street, CC Zone, File Z-27-21. 


At the hearing interested persons may 
participate using the information on the 
agenda. All this information is located on 
the town’s web site. 

www.granby-ct.gov 

12/317 21,.1/ 7/22 (113007 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Edward G. Mayr, late of West 
Hartford (21-0537) 


The Hon. Owen P Eagan, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of West Hartford 
Probate Court, by decree dated October 
22, 2021, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


James O. Felice, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Jameson G. Mayr 

c/o JASON WILLIAM COHEN, DREW & 
COHEN, PC., 47 WEST MAIN STREET, 
AVON, CT 06001 

12/31/2021 7117481 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Adlyn H. Hickey, late of West 
Hartford (21-0566) 


The Hon. Owen P Eagan, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of West Hartford 
Probate Court, by decree dated November 
2, 2021, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


James O. Felice, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Lee F. McWilliams 

c/o BRUCE DANE DUI)LEY, DAY PITNEY 
LLP 75 ISHAM ROAD, SUITE 300, WEST 
HARTFORD, CT 06107 

Bruce D, Hickey 

c/o BRUCE DANE DUDLEY, DAY PITNEY 
LLP 75 ISH.AM ROAD, SUITE 300, WEST 
HARTFORD, CT 06107 

12/31/2021 7117519 


Town of Granby 
FINAL ACTION 
Granby Zoning Board of Appeals 


The Granby Zoning Board of Appeals 
took the following action at the Board’s 
December 21, 2021 meeting: 

* Approved an appeal by Mark Lundin 
seeking a front yard variance of Zoning 
Regulations Section 5.1 to allow con- 
struction of a deck, 87 Buttles Road. File 
Z12-21-01. 

* Approved an appeal by Josh LaCombe 
seeking a side yard variance of Zoning 
Regulations Section 5.1 to allow con- 
struction of a deck, 10 Maple Hill Drive. 
File Z12-21-02. 

Approved an appeal by Kent 
Chamberlain seeking side and rear yard 
variances of Zoning Regulations Section 
5.1 to allow construction of lean-to to 
existing shed, 73 Buttles Road. File 
Z12-21-03. 

Minutes of the meeting and the applica- 
tion files are available in the Office of 
Community Development, Granby Town 
Hall. 

Wayne Chapple, Chairman 

Granby Zoning Board of Appeals 

12/31 f21 7117522 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
MIDDLETOWN PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION 
JANUARY 12, 2022 


PUBLIC COMMENT MAY BE LIMITED TO 
FIVE MINUTES. PUBLIC IS ENCOURAGED 
TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS PRIOR 
TO THE PUBLIC HEARING. 


1. Request for a re-subdivision to create 
3 lots from a 1.26 ac property located at 
1408 Randolph Road. Applicant/agent 
Coccomo II, LLC. S2021-5 


Thomas Pattavina, Chair 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
12/34/21, 4/7/22 TAL6G0T2 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Leonard George Clough, Late 
of West Hartford, AKA Leonard G. Clough 
(21-0578) 


The Hon. Owen P Eagan, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of West Hartford 
Probate Court, by decree dated November 
2, 2021 , ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


James O. Felice, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

David G. Clough 

c/o JEFFREY SETH RIVARD, CZEPIGA DALY 
POPE & PERRI, 15 MASSIRIO DR, BERLIN, 
CT 06037 

12/31/2021 7117523 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Jay D. Burman (21-00606) 


The Hon. Cynthia C. Becker, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Simsbury 
Regional Probate Court, by decree dated 
December 28, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Lisa Sargent, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Georgia Burman 

c/o HALLEY CONNOLLY ALLAIRE, ALLAIRE 
ELDER LAW, LLC, 271 FARMINGTON AVE, 
BRISTOL, CT 06010 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Lauren M. Lapenta, late of 
Windham (21-00528) 


The Hon. John J. McGrath, Jr., Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of Windham- 
Colchester Probate Court, by decree dated 
December 10, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Kimberly C. Smith, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Paul Lefemine 

c/o THOMAS W_ FAHEY, FAHEY & 
LANDOLINA, ATTORNEYS, LLC, 487 
SPRING ST., WINDSOR LOCKS, CT 06096 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Richard T. Anderson, Late of 
West Hartford (21-0570) 


The Hon. Owen P Eagan, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of West Hartford 
Probate Court, by decree dated October 
19, 2021, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


James O. Felice, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Catarina M, Parache 

c/o JOHN F KEARNS, KEARNS & KEARNS 
pc, 1121 NEW BRITAIN AVEMJE, WEST 
HARTFORD, CT 

06110 

12/31/2021 7117459 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Keith F. Miller (21-0697) 


The Hon. Carolyn L. McCaffrey, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North 
Central Connecticut, by decree dated 
December 22, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Nanci Scott, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Ann Marie Miller 

c/o JOSEPH E FALLON, FALLON LAW 
OFFICE, LLC, 308 ENFIELD ST, POB 1185, 
ENFIELD, CT 06083 


The City of Hartford Planning & Zoning 
Commission held a Regular Virtual 
Meeting on Tuesday, December 14, 2021 
at 6:00 p.m. and voted as follows: 

a. APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS - 100 
Pearl St - Special Permit for proposed 
signage at 100 Pearl Street, in the DT-3, 
Downtown District, pursuant to Section 
8.1.3, Section 8.2, Section 8.3, and 
Section 8.4 of the Zoning Regulations. 
Owner: SGS Pearl, LLC; Applicant: Sign 
Pro Inc. c/o Tracy Becker. 

b. APPROVED Text Amendment - 
Proposed Changes to Section 3.3.5.A(2) 
(b) of the Zoning Regulations to strike 
the subsection which requires no barber 
shop, salon or spa to be located within 
1,500 feet of another barber shop, salon, 
or spa. Applicant: Matthew Edvardsen. 
c. APPROVED - 55 Elm -— Zone Map 
Amendment from MX-2 to MX-2 with the 
Campus Overlay per Section 1.3.5.A. 
Owner & Applicant: 55 Elm St, LLC c/o 
Matthew Edvardsen. 


Meeting minutes and documents are 
available online: https://www.meet- 
inginfo.org/meetings/1088. 

12/31/21 7112547 


CHESTER PLANNING & ZONING 
COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 


Notice is hereby given that the Chester 
Planning & Zoning Commission will hold 
public hearings with virtual participa- 
tion available on the Town website on 
Thursday, January 13, 2022, at 7:00 PM 
at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex 
Avenue, Chester, Connecticut to hear the 
following: 


Application for Amendment to Chester 
Zoning Regulations, Section 40J, “Height 
Limitation.” Applicant: Brooke Girty. 


Details available on Town website or 
from zoningofficial@chesterct.org. At this 
Hearing, interested parties may appear 
and be heard; written correspondence 
will be received and made a part of the 
record. Copy of the above are on file in 
the Office of the Town Clerk for public 
review. 


Bettie Perreault, Secretary 

Dated at Chester, Connecticut this 15th 
day of December, 2021. 

12/31/21, 1/7/22 7113988 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Stanley Ruszkowski, Late of 
West Hartford (21-0580) 


The Hon. Owen P Eagan, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of West Hartford 
Probate Court, by decree dated October 
26, 2021, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


James O. Felice, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Dorothy Lakota, PO. Box 425, South 
Windsor, CT 06074 

12/31/2021 7117510 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF John T Flynn, late of Hampton, 
AKA Jack T. Flynn (21-00529) 


The Hon. John J. McGrath, Jr., Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of Windham- 
Colchester Probate Court, by decree dated 
December 10, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Kimberly C. Smith, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Shawn M. Flynn 

c/o EVELINA MONIKA RUSZKOWSKI, THE 
PRUE LAW GROUP PC., 720 MAIN ST 4TH 
FL, WILLIMANTIC, CT 06226 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Gary S. Wood, Late of West 
Hartford (21-0550) 


The Hon. Owen P Eagan, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of West Hartford 
Probate Court, by decree dated October 
20, 2021, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


James O. Felice, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Cynthia A. Wood 

c/o SYDNEY T SCHULMAN, SCHULMAN 
& ASSOCIATES, 10 GRAND STREET, 2ND 
FLOOR, HARTFORD, CT 06106 
12/31/2021 7117477 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Kathleen M. Broxton (21-0702) 


The Hon. Carolyn L. McCaffrey, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North 
Central Connecticut, by decree dated 
December 27, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 


Nanci Scott, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Fred S. Broxton 

c/o JAMES SCOTT MCCUIN, TAVANO 
MCCUIN & BONANNO, LLC, 140 
GLASTONBURY BLVD, SUITE 29, 
GLASTONBURY, CT 06033 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 


Extra Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated : 171 Roberts St., East 
Hartford, CT 06108. January 7, 2022 
@ 12:00 PM. 192-Jennifer Cruz-Vehicle, 
254-Nicole Campbell-Household Goods, 
328Moniquie Lovelock-Household 
Goods, 336-Noreen Boadi-Household 
goods. furniture, 473U-Malena Depugh- 
house hold item, 682-Francis Stmarthe- 
Household Goods, 68/7-Flavio Oliveira- 
Refrigerator, Shelves, Boxes, Books, 
Magazines. The auction will be listed and 
advertised on www.storagetreasures. 
com. Purchases must be made with cash 
only and paid at the above referenced 
facility in order to complete the transac- 
tion. Extra Space Storage may refuse any 
bid and may rescind any purchase up 
until the winning bidder takes posses- 
sion of the personal property. 

12/24, 12/31/2021 7107923 


PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
MIDDLETOWN ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS 
JANUARY 6, 2022 


PUBLIC COMMENT MAY BE LIMITED TO 
FIVE MINUTES. PUBLIC IS ENCOURAGED 
TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS PRIOR 
TO OR AT THE PUBLIC HEARING 


1. Request for a G.S. 14-54 location 
approval for a general repairer and sales 
of used cars at 512 — 516 Washington 
Street. Applicant/agent John Klaja. G.S. 
14-54 2021-1 


2. Request for a variances of Sections 
21.02 for minimum lot frontage for 15 
lots and for minimum front yards for 16 
lots on Military Road. Applicant/agent 
The Middletown Housing Partnership 
Trust, Inc./Attorney David E. Rosenberg. 
V2021-11 


Steven Kovach, Chairman 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
7111270 12/24/21, 12/31/21 


NEWINGTON TOWN PLAN AND ZONING 
COMMISSION 


Notice of Public Hearing 
January 12, 2022 at 7:00 pm 


Notice is hereby given that the Newington 
Town Plan and Zoning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, 
January 12, 2022 to consider the follow- 
ing petitions: 


Petition #53-21, Special Permit (Sec. 
3.11.14) to allow apartments in a 
business building at 566 New Britain 
Avenue, Applicant and Contact: Wieslaw 
S. Kaczynski, Owner: Wieslaw S & 
Margozata Kaczynski. 


Petition #54-21, Zoning Text Amendment 
(Sec. 3.19.2.B.1) to delete the require- 
ment that residential developments in 
the PD Zone be located on sites with 
direct access to the Berlin Turnpike or 
streets that directly connect to the Berlin 
Turnpike, Applicant: Alan Bongiovanni. 


Petition #50-21, Zoning Text Amendment 
(Sec. 6.16) to add medical marijuana 
dispensary facilities and production 
facilities, adult-use cannabis cultivator 
and micro cultivator to the PD Zone and 
to add adult-use cannabis retailer, hybrid 
retailer, medical marijuana dispensary 
facilities to the PD and B Zone, Applicant 
and Contact: Newington TPZ. 


Due to the COVID-19 pandemic this 
public hearing will be conducted by 
Zoom Webinar. Information on how 
to attend will be posted on the Town 
website at  https://www.newingtonct. 
gov/virtualmeetingschedule 


These petitions and related mate- 
rial are available for public inspection 
through the published agenda at the 
Town Plan and Zoning Commission 
agenda center: https://www. 
newingtonct.gov/AgendaCenter/ 
Town-Planning-Zoning-Commission-27 


Persons who require an accommodation 
to participate in this public hearing 
should contact the Town Planner at 860- 
665-8578 or townplanner@newingtonct. 
gov not less than 24 hours before the 
public hearing. 


Submitted, 
Renata Bertotti, AICP 


Town Planner 
12/31/21, 1/7/22 7116089 
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NEWS APP 


Unlimited access 
to stories on the go 


NEWSLETTERS 


Popular news topics 
emailed to you 





ONLINE STORE 


Free shipping and 
additional savings 


Start now at 
StartDigitalBenefits.com 


Chicago Tribune Uartford Courant Daily press 
THE MORNING CALL THE BALTIMORE SUN Che Virginian-Pilot 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


CANOE 17FT' FIBERGLASS~ w/ 
Paddles $275 OBO 860-212-8340 


CRAFTSMAN TABLE SAW W/JOINER 
$125 OBO 860-212-8340 


EISENHOWER ‘53 INAUGURAL 
POSTER $99 OBO 860-212-8340 


FENDER Mustang GT 100 Pristine, 
mint $275. 860-262-0512 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


ICE CREAM CHAIRS — white, 
50’s 20.00ea 860-993-7061 


KLOTER FARMS HUTCH EUC. $1200/ 
BO.CASH ONLY 860-970-8986 
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SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 
built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 


SNOWSHOES NEW MAGNESIUM W/ 
BINDINGS $59 860-212-8340 





SOCKETS QUARTER AND HALF-INCH 
50 cents each 860-212-8340 





STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 





TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


WANTED JAZZ & ROCK RECORDS by 
collector Mike 860-573-8678 


www.courant.com/pets 





Dogs 


AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES 
Purebred Akc Registered,hip&health 
guar. blk/red,blk/tan,sable 

978-249-3724 $1400 


AKC PUPPIES + AUSSIDOODLES 


www. hiddenhillshomestead.org 


Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 


Get Comfy. 


Every Friday. 


Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 
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COCKAPOO 


5 cockapoo available. great family 
dogs. Parents on site. Ready jan 8th 












1 ee 
COCKAPOO 
Start your year with a friendly, loving 
companion. Their mother is a 20 
Ib Cocker Spaniel, Dad is a poodle. 
These puppies are waiting to fill your 
home with fun, love and happiness. 
Our puppies are vaccinated and vet 
examined. They come with a 1 year 
health guarantee against genetic 
health problems. $2000.00 Call/text 
Dan at 413.244.6772 


Wanted To Buy 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 





ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-874-8396 


Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 
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BUYING ALL MILITARY ITEMS 
Vietnam War, Korea, WWII, WWI, Civil 
War, US German Japanese Uniforms, 
Medals, Patches, Helmets, Clothing, 
Knives, Photos, Literature, Letters, 
Bayonets, Swords, Canteens, Muskets, 
Powder Flasks, Flags. 860-874-8396 





| 
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BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 









“Ss ll ‘ Peal | 
PINBALL MACHINES - CASH PAID 
We are looking to buy pinball 


machines in any condition and will do 
all moving. Call today! 860 986 4055 


SPORTS CARDS WANTED Baseball, 
Football, Basketball, Hockey. Cash 
Paid. Please call (860) 692-2164 


Auto & SUV's 


HONDA ACCORD 2014 - $17,999 
35,000 miles. Garaged.1 owner. No 
acc. New tires. 860-742-8363 


Antiques/ 
Classics 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 





Local properties 
on the market and 
real estate 
transactions. 


Every Friday. 











2 Lines 
3 Days 
FREE* 


To Place 


An Ad 
Go Online 
today 


courant.com/ 
advertiser 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


*Merchandise Ads Restrictions Apply 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


BOLTON ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


The Bolton Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a public hearing Tuesday, January 11, 
2022 at 7:00 pm, to consider the following 
application(s): 

Application #Z-21-79 - Britney Mahomes of 
Ambassador Pools, on behalf of homeowner 
Tonya LaPlante - 11 Enrico Rd —- variance 
request to install above-ground pool with 
integrated deck and fence. 

The application and associated information 
submitted to date may be reviewed by con- 
tacting the Land Use Department, Town Hall, 
during regular business hours. Additional 
information may be submitted up to, and 
during the public hearing. The public may 
listen to and/or attend this public hearing 
in person at Town Hall or virtually, and may 
obtain the virtual access information by 
contacting the Land Use Department, Town 
Hall, during regular business hours. 

Mark Altermatt, Chairman, Bolton Zoning 
Board of Appeals 

12/31/21 and 1/7/22 7118144 





Connecticut 


NOTICE OF BLOOMFIELD CONNECTICUT 
DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 


To ALL Enrolled members of the Democratic 
Party of the Town of Bloomfield, Connecticut. 
Pursuant to the rules of the Connecticut 
Democratic Party and State Elections laws, 
you are hereby notified that a caucus will be 
held: 

DATE: January 6, 2022 

REGISTRATION: 5:00PM 

CAUCUS Time: 6:00PM (Sharp) 

LOCATION: Bloomfield High School 
Auditorium 5 Huckleberry Lane, Bloomfield, 
CT 06002 

PURPOSE: To endorse candidates to the 
Bloomfield Democratic Town Committee, and 
to transact other business as may be proper 
to come before said caucus. 

As described, qualified candidates must be 
an enrolled member of the Bloomfield, CT 
Democratic Party. 

Dated at Bloomfield, CT on the 28th of 
December, 2021. 

Democratic Town Committee of Bloomfield 
Michelle Adams, CHAIR 

12/30/2021 7118116 





Legal Notice — West Hartford Republican 
Town Committee Caucus 


Notice is hereby given that there will be a 
caucus of all enrolled Republicans electors 
of all districts in the Town of West Hartford 
on Monday, January 10, 2022 at The West 
Hartford Town Hall, 4th Floor, Room 400 at 
7:00pm ET; this applies to all West Hartford 
districts, (districts 1 —- 9) to endorse candi- 
dates for the Republican Town Committee. 
12/29/21-1/1/22, 1/3, 4/22 7116097 








Get Comfy. 


Every Friday. 








Liquor Notices 


LIQUOR PERMIT 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 


This is to give notice that |, DAVID P BRAY 
JR, 87 BIRCH RD, WEST SUFFIELD, CT 
06093-2704. Have filed an application plac- 
arded 12/29/2021 with the Department 
of Consumer Protection for a PACKAGE 
STORE LIQUOR PERMIT for the sale of 
alcoholic liquor on the premises at 721 
PARK AVE BLOOMFIELD CT 06002-2402. 
The business will be owned by B N S INC. 
Entertainment will consist of: Objections 
must be filed by: 02-09-2022. 


12/29/2021 
DAVID P BRAY JR 
12/24, 12/31/2021 7114540 
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YOUR 
PERFECT 


IS WAITING 
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tribune publishing 


recruitment services 





Stop wasting time searching for talent. 






Find the right talent with tribune publishing 


recruitment services. 


We work hard to make your talent search easy. With 


our expansive network of distinguished print and online 


oublications and their respective reach and readership, 


you'll have access to top talent from coast-to-coast. 


Plus, enjoy advanced job matching and ad targeting 


technology, access print and digital advertising 


opportunities, career fairs and more. 


Extend your reach. Access customized 
technology. Simplify your search. 


courant.com/jobs 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Berlin Other Towns in CT 
Arthur M. Golab Marianne Higuera 
Donald A. Klepacki Simsbury 


Bristol 
Michael T. Georgen 


Peter B. Hanley, Sr. 
Barbara F. Morkan 


East Hartford Somers 
Geraldine A. Davis Marianne Higuera 
Michael S. Goldberg South Windsor 


Barbara F. Morkan Berj S. Tashjian 


Glastonbury Southington 
Berj S. Tashjian Arthur S. Lane, III 
Hartford Nancy C. Volpe 


West Hartford 
Peter B. Hanley, Sr. 


Lucille Degaraphe 
Arthur K. Stedman 


Meriden Arthur K. Stedman 
Arthur S. Lane, III Wethersfield 
Middletown Michael S. Goldberg 


OUT OF STATE 
Arthur M. Golab 
Naples, FL 


Enrico A Paliani 
Douglas P. Raineault 
New Britain 

Michael T. Georgen 
Arthur M. Golab 
Donald A. Klepacki 
Enrico A Paliani 
Douglas P. Raineault 


* Denotes name listing only. 


y 
Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Davis, Geraldine Jeri’ A. (Coletto) 


Geraldine “Jeri” A. Davis, 79, 
died peacefully on Sunday, 
December 26, 2021 at 
Hartford Hospital. Jeri was 
born on February 17, 1942 in 
Springfield, MA, to the late 
Guido and Carmela Coletto. 
She most recently resided in 
Hobe Sound, Florida as well 
as East Hartford, Connecticut, 
where she lived for most of 
: “2 fer life. Jeri worked as a 
dedicated nurse at Hartford Hospital in the intensive 
care unit for over 40 years. The family is grateful for 
the many nurses and hospital staff who in turn recently 
took extremely good care of her when she needed it 
most. When she wasn't working, one of her favorite 
places was at home in her kitchen. She loved cooking 
and baking for family and friends. If she wasn’t in her 
kitchen, she wanted to be in Italy where she visited 10 
times over the years. Her passion for the food and 
culture comes from her Italian heritage. She also loved 
relaxing on a beach soaking up the sun, watching the 
Pittsburgh Steelers (a life long fan), sipping red wine, 
drinking coffee, and most of all spending time with 
family and friends. Her warm smile, generous heart, 
and laughter will be deeply missed by all who loved 
her. She leaves behind her husband Joseph W. Davis of 
East Hartford, CT as well as her son Steven J. Davis and 
his wife Erika Lindeberg of Lebanon, CT and her grand- 
son Cameron M. Davis of Lebanon, CT. She also leaves 
behind her four beloved sisters, Lucille (Wilho) Aho, 
Virginia (Tom) Perrone, Jean-Marie Coletto, and Rosanne 
Coletto as well as many nieces and nephews, whom 
She loved dearly. There will be no funeral service. A 
celebration of life gathering for family and friends will 
be held at a later date to be determined. In lieu of 
flowers, please consider donating in memory of Jeri to 
the Connecticut Humane Society. There was not a dog 
she met that she didn’t love. https://cthumane.org Or 
to one of her favorite charities: St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. www.stjude.org The Luddy and 
Peterson's Funeral home at 205 South Main Street in 
New Britain is assisting the family. To leave an online 
expression of sympathy, please visit the guest book at 
www.luddyandpetersonth.com. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


en Lucille 


Lucille R. Degaraphe, 104 of 
Alpharetta, GA, died 
December 22, 2021. 
Affectionately known to 
many as “Aunt Lu" she was a 
native of Hartford, CT. Prior 
to settling down in Alpharetta, 
Ms. Degaraphe began a 48- 
year career with the Wiremold 
Company, in West Hartford, 
Connecticut in 1935 retiring 
== 1983 as the company's Credit 
Manager and official Signatory. Ms. Degaraphe was 
driven by her joie de vivire from her French-Canadian 
heritage and maintained an active work, home, and 
social life. 
She is survived by her great nieces, Kathleen Schwarzer 
(Tom), Maureen Cooper (Vim), Debra-Jean Chesneau 
(Howard); great nephew, Raymond Egan, Jr. (Kadi); 
great-great nieces and great-great nephews, Thomas, 
Julia, Nicholas, Lennox, Amy, Cody, Casandra; and care- 
giver, Folasade Christiana Omoseni. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be made to Children's Healthcare of 
Atlanta. A memorial mass will be held at a later date. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Georgen, Michael T. 


Michael T. Georgen, 69, of 

Bristol, beloved husband of 

Currie (Mazzone) Georgen, 

died peacefully on Sunday 

(December 26, 2021) at home. 

_ Michael was born in Stamford 

on August 21, 1952 and was a 

son of the late Robert and 

| Jean (Panter) Georgen. He was 

tye raised in Fairfield where he 

graduated from Notre Dame 

: High School. He continued his 

Studies in the Connecticut State University system 

earning his bachelors, masters, and sixth year degrees 

in education. His Passion for teaching began at Wheeler 

Clinic in Plainville. A Bristol resident for the past 35 

years, he was a Supervisor of Special Education for the 

Bristol Board of Education before retiring. After retire- 

ment, he continued his work as a consultant. He en- 

joyed golfing, skiing, fishing, and cooking especially 

Sharing a good meal with family and friends. In addi- 

tion to his wife of 38 years, Michael is survived by two 

sons: Michael Georgen-Wester and husband, Aaron 

Georgen-Wester of New York City, and Timothy Georgen 

and wife, Maria Zapata-Georgen of Delray Beach, FL; 

four siblings: Carol Mayoussier, Kathleen Georgen, 

Rosemarie Tomasio, and Lawrence Georgen and wife, 

Jan; his first grandchild, a granddaughter due in May: 

Luciana; and several nieces and nephews. He was 

predeceased by a sister: Margaret Georgen and broth- 

er-in-law: Bruno Mayoussier. Relatives and friends are 

invited to a visitation at Funk Funeral Home 35 Bellevue 

Ave., Bristol, on Tuesday (January 4, 2022) between 5 

and 7:30 PM followed by Service to Remember at 7:30 

PM (Masks will be required). Burial will be private. In 

lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to 

the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, 1500 Rosecrans 

Ave., Suite 200, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 (www. 

Pancan.org). Please visit Michael’s memorial web-site 
at www.FunkFuneralHome.com. 


9 J 
Funk S Since 1865 
www.FunkFuneralHome.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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OBITUARIES 


Golab, Arthur M 


Arthur M. Golab, 88, of 

Naples, Florida, passed away 

Thursday, December 30 after 

a short illness. He was prede- 

ceased by his first wife, 

Wanda “Wendy” (Maggard), 

and his daughter, Betsy (Rick) 

Daverio. Born in Hamtramck, 

Michigan to Martin and Mary 

Golab, Arthur spent his teens 

in New York Mills, New York, 

— where he graduated from 

high school. He was a veteran of the United States Air 

Force and also served four years in the Connecticut 

National Guard as a second lieutenant. He retired from 

the New Britain Police Department as a lieutenant after 

25 years, and later was self-employed as a real estate 

appraiser until 2010. He was a member of St. Matthew's 

Lutheran Church, the American Legion Post 6 in New 

Britain, and the Berlin Lions International. Most re- 

cently, he was an active member of Peace Lutheran 

Church, Naples, Florida. He loved working outdoors 

and spending time on his coin collection. He enjoyed 

an opportunity to cook for company, especially pierogis 

at Christmas time. He was also an avid fan of the UConn 

Huskies women's basketball team. He is survived by his 

second wife, Jo, of Naples; a daughter, Dora (Glenn) 

Rogers of Fort Wayne, Indiana; and sons Edward 

(Victoria) Golab of Unionville, and Jacob (Erika) Golab of 

New Britain. In addition, his stepchildren Mark (Linda) 

Lazar, Fran (Vic) Roy, and Bill (Teri) Lazar. Also surviving 
are 11 grandchildren, and 7 great grandchildren. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Goldberg, Michael S. 


Michael Samuel Goldberg- 
“When you burn fast, you burn 
Bright”. It's with overwhelm- 
ing sadness that the family of 
Michael S. Goldberg announces 
/ his unexpected passing on 
December 27, 2021. Michael 
, was born on December 7, 1970 
# at Hartford Hospital. He grew 
up in Wethersfield and gradu- 
: ated with honors Ue 
ai Wethersfield High School. 
pended Purdue University in Indiana and graduated 
with a degree in Civil Engineering. Michael, a very in- 
dustrious and dedicated worker, held a variety of posi- 
tions in the pharmaceutical industry over the years. 
Most recently he excelled as a Sales Director for Brown 
Roofing of Seymour. 
Michael was predeceased by his father, Jack M. 
Goldberg. Besides his mother, Agnes (Coughlin) 
Goldberg, he leaves behind his brothers, Jack (Jessica) 
and James and his beloved niece and nephew, Phallyn 
and Jack, all of Wethersfield. Michael also is leaving 
behind his fiancee, Darcy Harris of East Hartford and 
his aunts, Joan Coughlin of Cape Cod and Mary Costa 
of South Carolina. 
Michael will be remembered for his take charge dispo- 
sition, his dynamic personality and sincere generosity. 
Michael left an indelible mark on any life he touched. 
Due to the Covid pandemic, Michael's services will be 
private and at the discretion of the family. Donations 
may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105 in remembrance 
of Michael. The D'Esopo Funeral Chapel, Wethersfield 
has been entrusted with Michael's arrangements. To 
Share a memory of Michael with his family, please visit 
www.desopofuneralchapel.com. 


August 4, 1943 - Dec 26, 2021 
Peter went home to be 
with the Lord on Sunday, 
December 26th surrounded 
by his wife, Sheri, and two 
of their children, Patrick and 
Molly and his other three 
children there in spirit. 
Born in 1943 to the late 
Eugene and Mary Hanley, 
Peter grew up in Winsted, 
CT where he was a standout 
7 Student athlete and friend 
to many at t Gilbert High School where he 
graduated in 1961. He went on to gradu- 
ate from St. Bonaventure University with a 
Bachelors Degree in Finance in 1965 before 
being accepted into Officers Candidate School for 
the US Navy. He served as a Naval Officer in Virginia 
Beach, VA for four years. He met his wife of 44 years 
in Bridgewater, VT where he owned and operated 
Hanley Construction for 11 years, and they started a 
family, eventually settling in Simsbury, CT, raising their 
five children for almost 30 years. During that time, he 
worked as Vice President of the commercial lending 
department at Shammutt National Bank before eventu- 
ally owning the well respected West Hartford Stairs and 
Cabinets in West Hartford, CT where his true passion 
lay in custom woodworking. He later went on to start 
Hanley Builders with his sons and built custom homes 
in the Farmington Valley region of Connecticut. His love 
and talent in carpentry also led him to build a beautiful 
cabin in Belgrade Lakes, ME where his family and ex- 
tended family spent many happy summers together on 
Hoyt Island. Peter and Sheri retired to Deerfield Beach, 
FL in 2012 where he spent several years on the Board 
of Directors and President of Penthouse Condominiums 
where they resided. Peter is most remembered for his 
kind, gentle nature, his caringness and generosity, his 
loyalty and love for his family, as well as his love and 
respect for animals and nature. 
Peter is survived by his loving wife Sheri of 44 years, 
his son Colby (Sarah) of East Granby, son Peter Jr. 
(Kirsten) of Monroe, CT, son Patrick of Granby, CT, 
daughter Molly of Knoxville, TN and daughter Elizabeth 
(Bradford) of Waretown, NJ, as well as four grandsons, 
Eric, Finn, Aiden and Noah. He also leaves behind his 
brother Robert Hanley of Saratoga, NY, his sister Susan 
Hanley of Goshen, CT and late brother, Eugene Hanley, 
along with many nieces and nephews who loved him 
dearly. 
Calling hours will be held on Monday, January 3rd 
from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM at the Vincent Funeral 
Home, 880 Hopmeadow Street in Simsbury. Funeral 
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:00 
AM on Tuesday, January 4th at St. Mary's Church, 942 
Hopmeadow Street in Simsbury. Burial with military 
honors will follow in Simsbury Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers the family requests donations be made to St. 
Jude Children's Hospital where he was a faithful donor. 
Please visit Peter's “Book of Memories” at www.vin- 
centfuneralhome.com for online tributes or to watch 
the livestream of the Mass. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


hare memories, express 
condolences, and celebrate 
life in the obituary section 
on courant.com. 







































Higuera, Marianne (Schleehauf) 


Marianne Higuera, 85, of 
Somers, CT, passed away 
on December 27, 2021 at 
Bay State Medical Center in 
Springfield, MA. Marianne 
was born June 21, 1936, in 
Stuttgart Germany. She is 
Survived by her husband of 
60 years Aurelio S. “Alberto” 
Higuera of Somers CT, her 
son Alberto Miguel Higuera 
and his wife Mary of Burlington CT, her brother Klaus 
Schleehauf and his wife Mollie of Bloomfield CT, her 
grandson James McGowan and his wife Carolyn of 
Enfield CT, and her granddaughter McKenzie Kryla and 
her husband Konrad of Enfield CT. She also leaves be- 
hind three great grandchild Sophia and Liam McGowan 
of Enfield, and Emilia Kryla of Enfield, a nephew Cliff 
O'Donnell of Windsor CT, and two nieces Rose Pagh of 
Lagrange Arizona and Linda Benson of Phoenix Arizona. 
Her daughter Anna-Luz McGowan preceded her in death. 
She loved to be outside in her flower gardens tending to 
the many different varieties of flowers she raised. This 
love of gardening she passed on to her son. She also 
loved to see the many birds that came into her yard. 
She had worked as an accountant and bookkeeper for 
many years before retiring. A brief grave side service 
will be held at the Somers Center Cemetery, 81 Battle 
St, Somers, CT beginning at 11:00 AM on Wednesday, 
January 5, 2022. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
can be made to the American Cancer Society, American 
Cancer Society P.O. Box 22478 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73123. To leave online con- 
dolences please visit www.somersfuneralhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


_ Morkan, Barbara Fuller 


Barbara Fuller Morkan, just 
weeks shy of 90, left us on 
December 29, 2021. She 
could not conceive of a world 
without God, children, or 
Jane Austen; we cannot con- 
ceive of a world without her. 


For 53 years, Barbara was 

the devoted wife of John F. 

Morkan, Jr., until his pass- 

ing in 2007. The family she 
leaves behind is large and loving: son Jack and his 
wife, Clare Vanderbeek, daughter Laura and her wife, 
Jean Whitney, daughter Linda, daughter Martha and her 
husband Wayne Dennison, son Christopher and his wife 
Dr. Anne-Marie Prabulos, and son Thomas and his wife, 
Tami. She also has a passel of grandchildren: Lila Mae 
Purvis; Catherine, Mills, and Libby Dennison; Riley and 
Colby Morkan; and John and Joshua Morkan. The loss 
of their mother/grandmother will leave a large hole in 
their lives. 


An alumna of Hartford College for Women, Barbara 
Spent her life in Hartford, East Hartford, and Simsbury. 
While she and John traveled extensively (her favorite 
vacation spot was Spain), Barbara was most content 
at home saying that she was “a Connecticut Yankee... 
born and bred” (she was a direct descendent of Thomas 
Judd, one of the founders of Farmington in 1640). 


A lively talkative woman, Barbara treasured her 
friends: “the Gang” from East Hartford and “the Local 
Folk” of Simsbury. She taught nursery school for 
several years and, upon her retirement, joined the 
Farmington Valley VNA Town Associates, the Historical 
Society of Simsbury, and was also an active volunteer 
at the Simsbury Senior Center. A longtime member of 
the Friends of the Simsbury Library, reading was her 
passion. When she wasn't reading, she was knitting 
hats for the homeless or attempting (unsuccessfully) 
to conquer the intricacies of her computer. She de- 
lighted in her collection of capes and shawls and could 
frequently be seen tossing them over her shoulder with 
wild abandon. 


She was a communicant of St. Mary’s Church and 
graciously volunteered her time by serving on various 
committees over the years. Memorial donations to the 
House of Bread or any of the above-mentioned groups 
would be much appreciated. Given the current pan- 
demic conditions, there will be no immediate services, 
but a raucous, laughter-filled Celebration of her Life 
will be held in the spring. You have time to curate your 
favorite Barbara memories/anecdotes and be ready to 
Share them with us all in 2022. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Stedman, Arthur K. 


Arthur Keeney Stedman died 
on his 92nd _ birthday, 
December 27, 2021. He was 
born in Hartford, CT on 
December 27, 1929 to 
Dorothea (Keeney) and Arthur 
Brewer Stedman. A West 
Hartford native, he attended 
local elementary schools and 
The Gunnery School (now The 
Frederick Gunn School), 
graduating from Brown 
. University. Taking a hiatus 
from Brown, he served in the US Air Force. 
He was stationed in Colorado Springs, CO, 
where he was a valued member of the golf 
team. 
Following graduation from Brown , Arthur pursued 
an acting career in New York City where he studied 
with Lee Strasberg. From New York, Arthur returned 
to the Hartford, CT area where he joined his father in 
his family's business, Stedman & Redfield. Eventually, 
Art established a landscaping business in the West 
Hartford area. 
What really defined AK, though, was not his career but 
his outsized personality and love of family and friends. 
He was a championship golfer at the Hartford Golf 
Club, a teller of (Sometimes tall) tales, an athlete, an 
avid reader, and most especially a wonderful father. He 
appeared in local theater productions, including at the 
Canton Show Shop and the Hartford Stage Company. 
He enjoyed gardening, woodworking, and his 1938 Ford 
Woodie wagon . 
Developing a love of Truro, MA following many Augusts 
Spent there, Arthur and his wife Betty lived in Wellfleet, 
MA. There he fished the waters in Cape Cod Bay and off 
Ballston Beach, walked his dogs Phoebe and Nanu, and 
drove down to the harbor to check on the fishing fleet. 
Arthur is survived by his wife, Betty Allison of Old 
Saybrook, CT; his daughter, Amanda Stedman Bourque 
(Bill), of Andover, VT; a sister, Dorothea Stieff of 
Townson, MD; granddaughters Julia, Madeline and 
Kathleen Bourque and grandson Jacob Stedman, and 
several nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by 
his son, Anthony Owen Stedman. 
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers, please consider a contribution to either 
Shriners Hospitals for Children or to your local animal 
Shelter. Arrangements are being handled by The Ahern 
Funeral Homes, Inc., www.ahernfuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Klepacki, Donald A. 


|| Donald A. Klepacki, 70, of New Britain, died peacefully on Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 2021 with 
his devoted wife by his side. He was the beloved husband of Laurel (Gustin) Klepacki for the 
past 46 years. Son of the late Anthony and Mary (Drezek) Klepacki, he was proud to have 
been born and raised in New Britain and lived there his entire life. He graduated from 
Pulaski High School and the University of Connecticut and was a lifelong learner. 
He owned and operated Laudon Associates, a real estate development company that built 
many award-winning communities throughout Central Connecticut and provided countless 
families a place to call home. He poured his heart and soul into his work and was greatly 
respected amongst his associates for his acumen, creativity, and most importantly his 


integrity. 


His interests and talents were vast and varied. A longtime member of Shuttle Meadow 

Country Club, Don enjoyed playing golf with his friends, where his quick wit and spontane- 

Ous singing will be dearly missed. A passionate fisherman, he loved time spent on Long 
Island Sound on his boat with his friends and family, especially passing on his knowledge of angling and boating to 
the next generation. He was an avid skier who took his family on many memorable trips throughout New England 
and beyond, eventually building a beautiful home at Mount Snow, VT that became a favorite gathering place for 
friends and family and a source of many cherished memories. He loved his dogs, particularly his penchant for his 
beloved Airedale Terriers, and taking long hikes in the woods behind his home. 
While Don was a successful entrepreneur and man of many talents, the thing he loved most was his family. His 
knowledge and guidance was the cornerstone of his family. A devoted father, he leaves two sons, Patrick Klepacki 
of New Britain, and Joseph Klepacki and his wife Elisa of Berlin, and his first grandson to be born in May. He also 
leaves his sister Patricia Michaud of New Britain, sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law Susan and Roger Helal and Jody 
and Stephen Viola; and several nieces and nephews whom he loved dearly. He was pre-deceased by his much loved 


sister and brother-in-law, Lorraine and Joseph Michael. 


Relatives and friends are invited to call on Tuesday, Jan. 4, from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm at Newington Memorial. His 
funeral service will begin on Wednesday, Jan. 5, 2022, at 9:30 am at Duksa Family Funeral Homes at Newington 
Memorial, 20 Bonair Ave., Newington, followed by a Mass of Christian Burial at 10:30 am at St. Maurice Church, New 
Britain. He will be laid to rest in St. Mary Cemetery, New Britain. Memorial donations may be made to the Franciscan 
Sisters of the Eucharist, 405 Allen Avenue, Meriden, CT 06451. To share your sorrow with the family, please visit us 


at www.duksa.net. 
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Paliani, Enrico A 


Enrico A. Paliani, Jr. 70, of 

Middletown, CT died at 

Middlesex Hospital on 

December 27, 2021. He was 

born in Sewickley, PA, raised 

in Ambridge, PA, to the late 

Enrico & Gloria (Conti) Paliani. 

He was a loving husband and 

best friend of 40 years to 

we Jennie Paliani. Enrico worked 

; — 3 as a conductor for Penn 

LAMM Nai uy Central, Conrail and CSX rail- 

road until he retired after 40 years in 2011. He was a 

die hard Steelers fan who enjoyed outdoor concerts, 

fishing, card games and finding new recipes since food 

was his passion. Enrico's family meant everything to 

him and was a great friend to all who knew him. He's 

preceded in death in addition to his parents by sister, 

Carolina Rosenberger and mother-in-law Elda Lamia. 

Survived by his wife Jennie; daughters, Angelina Corvia 

(Derrick), Cathy Mortimer (Bob), Jennifer Hoskinson 

(Brad); sons, Anthony Corvia, Jerry Parish; 19 grandchil- 

dren and 7 great grandchildren; sister, Sylvia Morris 

(Jim); brother, John Paliani (Louann); father-in-law 

Anthony Lamia; brother-in-law, Santo Lamia; sister-in- 

law, Diana Lamia (Cindy) and numerous nieces and 

nephews. As per his wishes a private memorial will be 
held for the family at a later date. 


Cremation Entrusted To: 
Rose Hill Memorial Park 
Rocky Hill, Ct 06067 
(860)529-3381 
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Raineault, Douglas P. 


Douglas Raineault 73, passed 
away on the evening of 
December 26th after a brief 
illness. 
He was born in El Paso, Texas 
to the late Charley G. Raineault 
and Gilberte C. (Mailloux) 
= Raineault. Douglas also lived 
} in Anchorage, Alaska and New 
Britain, Connecticut as a child 
of an Army officer, and as an 
adult, was a longtime resident 
of Middletown, CT. 
A graduate of New Britain High School, he earned 
degrees in applied science and electrical engineer- 
ing from the University of Hartford while working at 
Middlesex Hospital. He worked at New Britain General 
Hospital for over a decade, including overseeing the 
hospital's largest growth and renovation program as 
the Vice President of Facilities Management. He fin- 
ished his career as a development and facility upgrade 
manager with CB Richard Ellis. 
Douglas will be remembered as a loving husband, fa- 
ther, and grandfather. He was a hardworking provider 
for his family, who had many talents. Aside from care- 
fully restoring and maintaining an 18th century colonial 
and fixing everything from broken furnaces to broken 
toys, Doug built furniture, bird houses, and stringed 
instruments, carved duck decoys, and painted New 
England landscapes. His children will remember him for 
unwavering support, helping cultivate their interests, 
and entertaining story-telling. 
He was predeceased by his beloved wife, Donna M. 
Raineault of nearly 50 years. He is survived by his son, 
Douglas E. Raineault, his wife Kelli and their children 
Nathaniel, William, and Charles; his daughters, Nicole A. 
Raineault and husband Gregg Diffendale; and Jennifer 
J. Smith and her husband Cory. He is also survived by 
his brothers Paul Raineault; and Claude Raineault; and 
sister Anita (Raineault) Gay. 
The family held a private memorial and burial. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be made to the USO (https:// 
Wwww.uso.org/). 
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Tashjian, Berj S. 


Ber} S. Tashjian of South Windsor, CT, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, December 25, 2021, at the age 
of 93. Berj was born in Charleston, MA, on December 
25th, 1928, to father Minas and mother Veronica 
Tashjian. He grew up in Watertown, MA, and graduated 
from Watertown High School. At the age of 18, he 
enlisted in the US Air Force. After leaving the Air Force 
he attended college, graduated from Northeastern 
University, and built a successful career as a Nationwide 
Insurance Agent. With his wife Diana, they travelled 
the world together. He was always ready to tell a 
Story about the places they visited and the meals they 
Shared. His love of food inspired the Gillette Coffee 
Shop, in Hartford, CT. Later in life, he combined his love 
of food, with his love of golf. He helped coordinate golf 
tournaments, and happily assumed the role of Chef for 
charitable events, on behalf of Saint David's Armenian 
Apostolic church, in Boca Raton, FL. Always the eternal 
Optimist, Berj’s positive energy served as a beacon, for 
his family and the countless friends he cherished. Berj 
was preceded in death by his parents, his sister Roxann 
Tashjian and his son Mark Tashjian. Berj’s memory will 
be cherished and kept alive in the hearts of his loving 
family. Berj is survived by his beloved wife of 57 years, 
Diana (Gralicki) Tashjian, of South Windsor, CT; his 
children Sandra (Falvey) Mazzadra of South Windsor, 
CT, Craig Tashjian and his wife Nancy of Wellesley, MA, 
Matthew Tashjian and his wife Nikki of Woodstock, VT; 
his grandchildren, Adam Mazzadra and his wife Diane, 
Sarah Mazzadra-Lane and her husband Michael, Scott 
Tashjian, Blake Tashjian, and Maria Tashjian; and two 
great-grandsons, Brendt and Aaden Mazzadra. The fam- 
ily will gather for a private Celebration of Life in the 
New Year. Please keep the family in your thoughts and 
prayers. For online condolences, visit www.mulryanfh. 
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Native stories kicking open Hollywood’s doors 


Indigenous artists 
earning acclaim for 
TV, movie projects 


By Jen Yamato 


Los Angeles Times 


Three-decade stage and 
screen veteran Michael 
Greyeyes cemented anew 
phase of his artistic life this 
year when his acclaimed 
performances on Peacock’s 
sitcom “Rutherford Falls” 
and in the thriller “Wild 
Indian” landed main- 
stream attention and 
awards laurels, including 
career-first double Gotham 
Awards acting nominations 
in both film and television 
categories. 

As tribal casino boss 
Terry Thomas in “Ruther- 
ford Falls,” set in a fictional 
American town confront- 
ing its own colonialist 
history, the Néhiyaw actor 
and theater director from 
Muskeg Lake Cree Nation 
in Saskatchewan, Canada, 
brings depth and pride to 
a type of figure often shal- 
lowly defined in narratives 
involving contemporary 
Native characters. 

In “Wild Indian,” argu- 
ably his darkest turn yet, he 
lends nuance and pathos 
to a portrait of genera- 
tional trauma as Makwa, 
an Anishinaabe man hiding 
his true self and an abusive 
childhood behind a veneer 
of success. 

On paper, the characters 
would appear to be polar 
opposites. “But the view 
from the inside is actu- 
ally that they’re incredibly 
similar,” said Greyeyes, 54, 
“in that these characters 
afforded me a chance to be 
challenged in ways that I 
as an artist have not been 
asked to challenge myself.” 

In Hollywood, Indig- 
enous artists have been 
fighting invisibility, misrep- 
resentation and erasure on 
screen for over acentury. 
UCLA's 2021 Hollywood 
Diversity Report found that 
in the 2019-2020 season, 
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Actor Michael Greyeyes plays tribal casino boss Terry Thomas in “Rutherford Falls:”” COLLEEN HAYES/PEACOCK 


not a single broadcast, cable 
or digital scripted show 
featured a Native person 
in a lead role; across the 
top films of 2020, Native 
actors constituted only 1.1% 
of leads. By comparison, 
2021 witnessed important 
strides in Native-led story- 
telling in TV and film: In 
addition to “Wild Indian” 
and “Rutherford Falls,” 
there’s FX’s wry dramedy 
series “Reservation Dogs” 
and indie films like Tracey 
Deer’s Oka Crisis coming- 
of-age tale, “Beans,” and 
Danis Goulet’s sci-fi alle- 
gory, “Night Raiders,” 
starring Elle-Maija Tail- 
feathers. 

This outpouring has 
sprung from unprece- 
dented opportunities for 
Indigenous talent in front 
of and behind the camera. 
Instead of stereotypical, 
historically romanticized 
or vilified characters and 
one-dimensional tropes, 
the new wave features 
complex Indigenous 
protagonists from different 


princess to 
pop queen 


Grammy-nominated Olivia Rodrigo has 
‘only ever seen myself as a songwriter’ 


By Mikael Wood 


Los Angeles Times 


Olivia Rodrigo does not, 
as a general rule, read the 
comments. 

“Sometimes you see 
one thing and then you’re 
thinking about it all day,” 
says the 18-year-old singer 
and songwriter responsi- 
ble for 2021’s biggest debut 
album. “It’s the antithesis 
of good creativity.” 

Late one night last 
May, though, she made 
an exception. Rodrigo’s 
smash LP, “Sour,” had just 
come out, and with it a 
lyric video on YouTube 
for the album’s empathy 
bomb of a closer, “Hope Ur 
OK.” Over layers of dreamy 
electric guitar, the song 
stitches together “stories 
that I’ve collected through- 
out my life,’ Rodrigo says, 
“of people that I’ve known 
who’ve grown up in broken 
homes or have parents that 
didn’t accept them.” 

With its focus on the 
trauma of others — a 
middle-school friend 
whose parents “hated 
who she loved,” a towhead 
blond who “wore long 
sleeves ‘cause of his dad” — 
“Hope Ur OK” is in some 
ways an outlier on “Sour,” 
which otherwise takes a 
proudly autobiographical 
approach to the pleasures 
and torments of young love 
in songs such as Rodrigo’s 
pair of No. 1 hit singles, the 
gloriously melodramatic 
“Drivers License” and the 


gloriously caustic “Good 
4U.” 

But it also demonstrates 
this Disney Channel veter- 
an’s desire to reflect some- 
thing of her generation. So 
Rodrigo was curious to see 
how it had landed. 

“T was literally just 
crying,” she recalls of her 
midnight scroll, which 
brought up the apprecia- 
tive words of a girl forced 
to raise her younger 
siblings and of a transgen- 
der kid “kicked out at 17,” 
as one commenter wrote. 
“Seeing people share their 
own experiences of things 
that were so devastating, 
and how this song gave 
them hope — I just didn’t 
expect anything like that to 
come out of my album.” 

The fans she’d moved 
were just a fraction of the 
millions she’s made in 
the whirlwind 11 months 
since “Drivers License” 
dropped in early Janu- 
ary and became an instant 
pop phenomenon. A 
slow-building power ballad 
about a young woman 
sobbing as she motors 
through the suburbs in the 
wake of a painful breakup, 
“Drivers License” seemed 
to channel an eternal ache. 

The song topped Bill- 
board’s Hot 100 for eight 
consecutive weeks and 
inspired a sketch on 
“Saturday Night Live”; 
eventually it helped propel 
“Sour” to a No. 1 bow of 
its own. Spotify reported 
that “Drivers License” was 


communities and cultures; 
rather than being sidelined 
in support of non-Native 
leads, they are the centers 
of their own narratives. 

It’s no coincidence that 
these projects hail from 
Indigenous creators, with 
two of the season’s break- 
out TV hits boasting Native 
cast, crew, writers and 
directors and led by Native 
showrunners: Sierra Teller 
Ornelas, co-creator of 
“Rutherford Falls” with 
Ed Helms and Michael 
Schur, and Sterlin Harjo 
and Oscar-winning “Jojo 
Rabbit” filmmaker Taika 
Waititi, co-creators of 
“Reservation Dogs.” 

“Tt’s beautiful to show 
Native people in a contem- 
porary way, like we exist 
and are multifaceted,” 
said Leah Salgado, chief 
impact officer at IllumiNa- 
tive, anonprofit that works 
to increase visibility for 
Native peoples in Ameri- 
can society. “‘Rutherford 
Falls’ and ‘Reservation 
Dogs’ are two very differ- 
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ent looks at Native commu- 
nities. Both are incredibly 
valid and show a range that 
we have not seen before. 

... We can only show that 
complexity because there 
were Native creators in the 
writers room and helming 
the show.” 

The difference that 
authentic voices bring to 
these narratives is undeni- 
able, says Mohawk actor, 
filmmaker and activist 
Devery Jacobs. 

Even after an acclaimed 
star turn in Mi’kmagq film- 
maker Jeff Barnaby’s 2013 
drama “Rhymes for Young 
Ghouls” and appearances 
on Starz’s “American Gods” 
and Netflix’s “The Order,” 
opportunities to play char- 
acters she felt defied shal- 
low stereotypes remained 
few and far between. 

“T quickly learned that 
working with Indigenous 
creatives at the helm ofa 
project was actually the 
exception instead of the 
norm,” said Jacobs, 28. 

But in “Reservation 


Dogs’” tenacious Elora 
Danan Postoak, one of the 
teen misfits growing up on 
a rural Oklahoma reserva- 
tion inspired by Seminole 
and Muscogee (Creek) 
showrunner Harjo’s 
upbringing, she found 
qualities she recognized 
from her own experience 
growing up in Kahnawa:ke 
Mohawk Territory in 
Quebec, Canada. 

“Devery brought a layer 
to it that wasn’t on the 
page,” said Harjo. “Elora 
Danan could have been 
looked at as just a tough 
girl and that’s it, and I think 
that’s what a lesser actor 
would have portrayed. But 
there’s so much going on 
in her eyes and so much 
that’s not said in her perfor- 
mance, which is crucial 
because that character is 
dealing with a lot of inter- 
nal things.” 

The performance landed 
Jacobs a Gotham Awards 
nomination for outstand- 
ing performance in a new 
series alongside Greyeyes. 





Singer-songwriter Olivia Rodrigo, who is seen performing Nov. 21, is nominated for seven 
Grammy Awards. CHRIS PIZZELLO/AP 


its most streamed song of 
2021 and “Sour” its most 
streamed album; Apple 
Music stated that more 
of its users read the lyrics 
of “Drivers License” this 
year than read those of any 
other song — a distinction 
that might please Rodrigo 
even more than the rest. 
“T’ve only ever seen 
myself as a songwriter,” she 
says. “I remember the first 
time an article said, ‘Olivia 
Rodrigo is the next big pop 
star’ — I was like, There 
are so many things that go 
along with ‘pop star’ that I 
never thought I’d be.” She 
laughs. “But I'll take it.” 
Now she’s capping her 
breakout year with seven 
Grammy nominations, 
including nods in the four 
major categories of album 
of the year, record and song 
of the year (both for “Driv- 
ers License”) and best new 
artist. Rodrigo is the 13th 
person in Grammys history 
to score all four nomi- 
nations in the same year, 


following the likes of Tracy 
Chapman, Mariah Carey, 
Amy Winehouse and an 
earlier Gen Z sensation, 
Billie Eilish, who actually 
went on to win the awards 
in 2020. 

“She’s so self-aware,” 
says Daniel Nigro, who 
produced “Sour,” and 
indeed there’s an instinc- 
tive understanding to 
Rodrigo’s work that links 
her to other gifted Zoom- 
ers like Gracie Abrams 
and Holly Humberstone 
(and reveals the influence 
of slightly older songwrit- 
ers like Taylor Swift and 
Phoebe Bridgers). 

Rodrigo, whose mom 
is white and dad is Fili- 
pino American, grew up 
in Temecula, Califor- 
nia, convinced she’d be 
an Olympic gymnast. “I 
was terrible at it — terri- 
ble!” she says now. An 
only child, she was always 
into music; her mom, an 
elementary school teacher, 
took her record shopping 


at Goodwill and Amoeba 
and taught her about 
grunge and riot grrr: L7, 
Hole, Babes in Toyland. 

Rodrigo started singing 
and writing songs before 
she hit double digits, and 
soon she was giving up 
gymnastics to belt adult- 
size ballads at little-kid 
talent shows. At 13, she was 
cast on the Disney Chan- 
nel’s “Bizaardvark,” about 
a group of teenage internet 
content creators. 

In 2019, Rodrigo booked 
the role of Nini on “High 
School Musical: The Musi- 
cal: The Series,” a Disney+ 
extension of the durable 
Disney Channel franchise. 
Last year she wrote a song 
for the show, the plaintive 
“All I Want,” which went 
viral on TikTok and led toa 
deal with Geffen Records. 

“T’ve been doing this for 
a minute, and usually what 
you hear from young writ- 
ers are parts of songs,” says 
Sam Riback, co-head of 
A&R at Interscope Geffen 


The series, which won the 
Gotham Award for break- 
through series — short 
format, also snagged a Crit- 
ics Choice nomination for 
best comedy series. 

Even as their work is met 
with awards and acclaim, 
both Greyeyes and Jacobs 
express the bittersweet 
twinge of being recognized 
with honors when so few 
of their predecessors were 
acknowledged. 

“T look back on the 
people who are my heroes, 
like Gary Farmer, Sheila 
Tousey, Chief Dan George, 
Gordon Tootoosis, Augie 
Schellenberg, Tantoo 
Cardinal — all these people 
that have had extraordinary 
careers,” he said. “These 
are (performers) I idolize, 
and these people should 
have won Oscars.” 

“T recognize that we’re 
trying to turn this massive 
ship, and massive ships 
don’t turn easily,” said 
Greyeyes. “And there’s a 
few of us pushing against 
the hull, moving it towards 
work and achievement that 
are erased or ignored or 
simply unseen.” 

Cognizant of how 
creatives like Teller Ornelas 
kicked Hollywood’s door 
open to more new and 
emerging talent, Greyeyes 
started making his own 
moves. 

After starring for Blum- 
house Productions in the 
upcoming Stephen King 
remake “Firestarter,” 
Greyeyes inked a first-look 
deal with the company 
in August to develop his 
own projects as writer and 
director. His goal is to bring 
fellow Native artists and 
performers the kinds of 
opportunities they’ve never 
been granted before. 

“What I’m hoping is, if 
I’m allowed through a door, 
the first thing I’m going to 
do is get out ascrewdriver 
and a pry bar and tear the 
hinges off the door,” he said. 
“Maybe you get a sledge- 
hammer and just open up 
the doorway a bit wider.” 


A&M. “But with Olivia it’s 
the whole composition 
that’s so well put together.” 

“Tl’m a big believer in the 
discipline of songwriting,” 
says Rodrigo, who swears 
by Elizabeth Gilbert’s 
book “Big Magic: Creative 
Living Beyond Fear.” “She 
talks about how ideas are 
more likely to come to you 
when you show up for 
them.” 

Looking ahead to 2022, 
Rodrigo is excited to finally 
mount her first tour behind 
“Sour,” which is scheduled 
to launch in April. 

She’s started writing 
too, including one song 
about the “way that young 
women are so competi- 
tive with each other and 
tear each other down in 
a way that’s so counter- 
intuitive.” Many of the 
songs on “Sour” deal with 
first-time experiences and 
sensations, but she’s not 
worried about aging out of 
that perspective. “There’s 
always something on my 
mind I can talk about. I’ve 
been listening to a lot of rap 
lately, and I really admire 
rappers for that.” 

She and Nigro have 
fantasized about renting an 
Airbnb somewhere in Italy 
to hunker down and focus 
on her follow-up album. 
But first she’s committed 
to a third season of “High 
School Musical.” 

The Disney-to-Top 40 
pipeline is typically a 
one-way affair, and though 
Rodrigo’s ride has been 
uncommonly quick, the 
thought of leaving music to 
return to a squeaky-clean 
kids show — well, actually, 
Rodrigo insists she doesn’t 
see it that way. 

“T never take a break 
from music,” she says. 
“When I was shooting 
season 2 of (‘High School 
Musical’), I wrote like five 
of the songs on my album. 
So, honestly, I’m probably 
gonna be more produc- 
tive.” She shrugs. “But 
who knows? I’ve only been 
doing this for a year. I’ve 
got a lot left to figure out.” 
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CELEBRITIES 


Schwarzenegger, Shriver divorce final 


From news services 


Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger and Maria Shriver’s 
marriage is officially over 
more than 10 years after 
the award-winning jour- 
nalist petitioned to end her 
then-25-year marriage to 
the action star and former 
California governor. A Los 
Angeles judge finalized the 
divorce on Tuesday, court 
records show. 

The pair had been 
married since 1986 when 
Shriver filed for divorce in 
2011 after Schwarzenegger 
disclosed he had fathered 
a child with a member 
of their household staff 
years earlier. The revela- 
tion set off a tabloid frenzy, 
but Schwarzenegger and 
Shriver handled their 
divorce quietly and with- 
out lobbing accusations in 
court or in public. 

It’s not clear why the 
process took so long. There 
were virtually no public 
actions taken in the case 
between the initial flurry 
of filings in 2011 anda 
resumption of court moves 
in June. 

Financial details of 
the settlement were kept 
confidential. Because the 
couple’s four children 
together are now all adults, 
there is no child support or 
custody arrangement. 

Settlement papers say 
that neither owes the other 
any spousal support, but 
both reserve the right to 
seek it through the court in 


the future. 


Cruise lauds band’s ‘Top 
Gun’ tribute: The Ohio 
State University marching 
band’s tribute to the movie 
“Top Gun” has earned the 
attention and gratitude of 
the film’s star, Tom Cruise. 

For the Nov. 13 halftime 
show, the marching band 
transformed into forma- 
tions reminiscent of the 
1986 film, such as a fighter 
jet complete with smoke 
machines and the iconic 
volleyball scene. 

On Tuesday, the march- 
ing band tweeted that 








C 


Maria Shriver petitioned to end her then-25-year marriage to 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2011. STEVE YEATER/AP 2006 


Cruise saw the perfor- 
mance and offered a 
personal message thank- 
ing them. Cruise said the 
“tribute was fantastic,” 
and invited the band to see 
a screening of the sequel 
“Top Gun: Maverick.” 

The actor also wished 
the OSU football team 
good luck in the Rose Bowl 
on Jan. 1, where the band 
will be performing during 
the parade and the half- 


time show. 


Pinkett Smith discusses 
alopecia: Jada Pinkett 
Smith’s bald head isn’t due 
to a hairstyle trend. The 
Emmy Award winner is 
suffering from alopecia, 

an autoimmune disorder 
that causes bald spots and 
hair loss. She opened up 
about having the disease in 
a video shared Tuesday on 
social media. 

“Now at this point, I can 
only laugh,” the actor said 
as she ran her finger across 
a bald line patch along the 
center of her scalp. “Y’all 


know I’ve been struggling 
with alopecia and just all 
of asudden one day, look at 
this line right here.” 

Pinkett Smith cheek- 
ily captioned the clip, 
“Mama’s gonna have to 
take it down to the scalp 
so nobody thinks she got 
brain surgery or some- 
thing. Me and this alopecia 
are going to be friends... 
period!” 

According to the 
National Alopecia Areata 
Foundation, as many as 6.8 
million people in the U.S. 
are affected by the disease. 


Dec. 31 birthdays: Actor 
Anthony Hopkins is 84. 
Actor Tim Considine is 81. 
Actor Sarah Miles is 80. 
Guitarist Andy Summers 

is 79. Actor Ben Kingsley is 
78. Actor Tim Matheson is 
74. Actor Bebe Neuwirth 

is 63. Actor Val Kilmer is 
62. Actor Lance Reddick 

is 59. Guitarist Scott Ian is 
58. Singer Joey McIntyre is 
49, Musician Drew Taggart 
is 32. 


Jared Keeso, K. Trevor Wilson and Nathan Dales star in “Letterkenny.” LINDSAY SARAZIN/HULU 


Series ‘Letterkenny’ returns with 
tales of small-town Canadian life 


By Kate Feldman 
New York Daily News 


Now in its 10th season, 
“Letterkenny” still hasn’t 
found a character it can’t 
make fun of. 

The cult favorite 
comedy, which recently 
returned on Hulu, thrived 
first as a YouTube series, 
then on video-stream- 
ing platform Crackle, as 
a quick-witted, quicker- 
tongued slice-of-life story 
of a tiny Canadian town of 
5,000 people where every- 
one knows everything. 

“It’s unapologetically 
itself,” said K. Trevor 
Wilson, the 40-year-old 
stand-up comedian who 
plays Squirrely Dan. 

“Tt’s not trying to be any 
other show. It doesn’t bend 
or flow with the trends. 

It is what it is what it is,” 
Wilson said. 

The show is a peek at 
people getting by: the hicks 
(farmers), the hockey 
players, the skids (drug 
addicts) and the natives 
from the reservation up 
the road. At the center 
is Wayne (creator Jared 
Keeso), his sister Katy 
(Michelle Mylett) and two 
best friends, Squirrely Dan 
(Wilson) and Dary (Nathan 
Dales). For large chunks of 


episodes, they sit outside 
at their fruit stand, on 
wooden crates and a beach 
lounge chair, just talking. 

“It’s small town life,” 
said Mylett, 32. 

“People roast each other. 
They can’t take themselves 
too seriously because if 
they do, they’ll get roasted 
even more. But at the same 
time, there’s this unwritten 
code of ethics in this small 
community: You don’t kick 
someone when they’re 
down.” 

Usually the villains 
come from outside Letter- 
kenny — such as their 
French-speaking doppel- 
gangers from Quebec, who 
ruin a fishing trip, or Katy’s 
slimy ex-boyfriend. 

Residents of Letter- 
kenny — which is based 
on Keeso’s hometown of 
Listowel, Ontario — havea 
sense of loyalty, even when 
they drive each other 
bonkers. 

“Letterkenny” is 
good-spirited. Even 
the cruelest jokes are 
well-meaning, aimed only 
at subjects who can not 
only take it but also give it 
back just as good. 

Each season, Mylett 
joked, Keeso and co-cre- 
ator Jacob Tierney try to 
one-up the last with faster 


jokes, wordier tongue 
twisters and more obscure 
references to the back- 
woods of Canada. 

Some of the most 
confusing language of all 
comes from hot — but not 
that smart — hockey play- 
ers Reilly (Dylan Play- 
fair) and Jonesy (Andrew 
Herr). More often than 
not, they forget which 
one’s which and which 
girl they’re supposed to be 
wooing, and it takes a lot 
of rehearsal, Herr said of 
their ridiculous, rapid-fire 
slang back and forth. 

Wilson has given up on 
memorizing his lines, due 
to Keeso’s tendency to 
change up or even throw 
out his own scripts just 
before filming. Now, he 
laughed, he just learns “the 
gist” of the scene and waits 
for the final version of his 
speeches. 

Above all, “Letterkenny” 
just tells simple stories 
about the simple residents 
of asimple town. 

“You roast the ones that 
you love. ... That’s part 
of the joy of it, and that’s 
something you have to 
do in comedy: You have 
to take yourself downa 
few pegs before you take 
anything else down,” 
Wilson said. 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Forms of address evolve all the way to ‘M’ 


Dear Amy: How should I 
address an email or letter 
to someone I don’t know 
well who uses “they” 
pronouns? My specific 
problem is determin- 

ing how to appropriately 
address my business 
emails and letters without 
assuming excessive famil- 
larity, since I may not know 
all of the recipients well. 

I continue to use “Dear 
Ms. Surname” and “Dear 
Mr. Surname” as my 
default for people who 
identify as she/her and he/ 
him. 

Only today did I realize 
that Iam completely ata 
loss as to how to be equally 
considerate of people who 
identify as they/them. 

— Stumped 


Dear Stumped: Remem- 
ber when “Ms.” was all the 
rage? As in inciting all the 
rage? Well, Ms. now seems 
slightly stodgy. 

A gender-neutral form of 
address that has emerged 
(to replace Ms. and Mr. and 
Sir/Madam) is “Mx.” 

1 like it! It’s got that edgy: 
“Sorry, I can’t talk right 
now because I’m out wake- 
boarding” vibe. 

(There are other honor- 
ifics to choose from, 
including the always- 
elegant “M.”) 

If you know the person’s 
name but don’t know them 
well enough to simply 
address them by their first 
name, you can use both 
first and last names: “Dear 
Stacy Glockenspiel ...” 

When you receive an 
email reply, the person’s 
preference of address will 
likely be noted in their 
signature line. 

For first-time contact 
with a department, you can 
address your email “Dear 
Hiring Manager,” or “Dear 
Human Resources Rep,” or 


“Dear Friendly Recruiter.” 
I’ve heard of some 

people using the salutation 

“Dear Gentleperson.” 


Dear Amy: I’m an involved 
aunt. I travel three hours, 
each way, to stay involved 
in my adult sister’s chil- 
dren’s lives. 

I work two jobs, am 
heavily involved in my 
community, spend time 
with my aging parents who 
live in a different state, but 
often take PTO to ensure 
that I’m an active aunt. I 
truly love that role. 

I can’t remember the 
last time my sister, alone or 
with her family, traveled to 
see me. 

She finally did travel to 
my city but chose a time 
in which she knew I’d be 
away. 

When I suggest dates 
to visit me, the 9-year-old 
niece always has a sports 
obligation (she’s involved 
in three sports). 

I’ve mentioned that 
spending time with family 
should be important, but 
sports always take prece- 
dent. Maybe sports are a 
convenient excuse? 

I feel like she could 
make it happen if it was a 
priority. While I want to 
stay involved, and I want 
to be involved as muchas I 
can, this arrangement feels 
off balance and my efforts 
aren’t reciprocated. 

— Always Shows Up 


Dear Always: You can try 
to communicate with your 
sister about this, but — 
speaking as a very involved 
aunt, myself — your sister 
will likely never recip- 
rocate, even if you have 
children. My overall point 
is that you and your sister 
have different wants and 
needs, and different ways 
of being in a family. 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
The universe is sending an 
invigorating breeze your 
way, asking you to open 
yourself up to different 
ways of approaching life. 
Sometimes it’s easy to get 
stuck in a rut. Fortunately, 
today you can find some 
chances to break free. 


Taurus (April 20-May 
20):Life might feel like a 
tightrope walk today, but 
there isn’t any reason you 
cant manage it along with 
the best acrobats. Things 
appear more dramatic 
than they actually are. 
Keep calm if a conflicting 
situation comes your way. 
You should be able to walk 
whatever line you please. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Someone you know could 
unexpectedly bring some 
very tempting and exciting 
times your way. You prob- 
ably think of this person as 
an equal or even a part- 
ner, be it a lover, friend or 
simply a co-worker. You 
could wind up getting your 
buttons pushed. Try to 
give everyone some leeway 
today. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Excess energy could fill 
your mind at the moment, 
so it isn’t your imagination 
if you wake up with the 
urge to let loose. Make a 
point to get in a good work- 
out. You can use whatever 
drive is left over to do some 
organizing, whether thats 
just doing the laundry or 
planning bigger goals. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Dec. 31,1879, Thomas 
Edison first publicly 
demonstrated his electric 
incandescent light. 


In1904, New York’s Times 
Square saw its first New 
Year’s Eve celebration. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Tons of fun is on the table 
today — at least, it is as long 
as you don’t hide your- 

self away and refuse this 
wonderful opportunity. 
Dont hesitate to be truly 
yourself! Whether you 
want to literally put ona 
show or spend some time 
dancing, let your creativity 
shine. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 

22): Something could 

be coming up from deep 
under the surface, possi- 
bly inciting you to move 
at a breakneck pace to try 
and keep up with it. That 
said, you may not actually 
get that far. You’re prob- 
ably going to be spinning 
in circles within your own 
four walls. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Your tongue might bea 
little sharper than usual. 
Today is a good day to 
watch your words! You 
don’t have to keep quiet or 
avoid people — if anything, 
conversations with others 
are encouraged. Reaching 
out and connecting could 
feel wonderfully electric. 
Just make sure you don’t 
shock anyone. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
The stars are lighting a fire 
in your engine — and in 
your wallet! If you’re look- 
ing for a fresh opportunity 
to increase your earn- 
ings, now is the perfect 
time to start searching for 
something that will bea 
wonderful fit for you. A 
raise could be yours if you 
make an effort. 


In1946, President Harry 

S. Truman officially 
proclaimed the end of 
hostilities in World War II. 


In1972, Major League 
baseball player Roberto 
Clemente, 38, was killed 
when a plane he chartered 
crashed shortly after take- 
off from Puerto Rico. 


In 2010, tornadoes fueled 
by unusually warm air 
pummeled the South and 


Being an aunt/uncle is a 
true joy, if you’re oriented 
that way (and you obvi- 
ously are). As the kids 
grow, you will have the 
opportunity to forge fun 
and special bonds with 
them. 

But a child involved in 
three sports will always 
have a conflict. 

In my view, you should 
actively engage your 
sister more in ways to stay 
connected and helpful to 
your parents. 


Dear Amy: Regarding your 
inadequate suggestions to 
“Sad and Alone,” whose 
father had recently died, 
after my sons died, Christ- 
mas lost everything that 
had made it fun and mean- 
ingful. 

Then one year my 
daughter, some friends 
and I collected gloves, 
hats, blankets and wool 
socks, and went downtown 
where there were people 
living on the street. 

The first year we 
brought 100 hamburg- 
ers. Last year we had 300 
burritos in a big cooler on 
a dolly. 

Then we just wandered 
around chatting with 
people, prayed for a few 
people, offered people 
what we had. Since then, 
that has been our Christ- 
mas. The warmth, fellow- 
ship, camaraderie with 
fellow citizens ... wouldn’t 
trade it for any gift in the 
world. 

— Carol 


Dear Carol: You are a true 
Christmas Carol, and I 
thank you. 


Copyright 2021 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You feel like you’ve 
downed a couple of energy 
drinks today. This after- 
noon your energy levels 
might go through the roof. 
You could probably move 
mountains if you tried! Get 
out there and seize the day, 
because the last thing the 
universe wants you to dois 
limit yourself. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You might be a little 
easily stymied at this time, 
despite your best efforts. 
No matter how hard you 
try to move forward, you'll 
likely end up feeling like 
you’re stuck running in 
place. Instead, take a step 
back. You could travel 
much further if you don’t 
push. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): People may have a lot 
to say at the moment, for 
better or for worse. If you 
don’t want to hear any guff 
from the peanut gallery, its 
OK to take a step back from 
communication. There 
might be some tense feel- 
ings. You should be able to 
get back to people in a day 
or two — for now, it might 
be best to fly solo. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20): The stars are their 
best to uplift you today — 
you might not even need 
to expend a lot of effort 

to take advantage of their 
help and make good prog- 
ress toward your goals. 
The road in front of you 

is clearing. An authority 
figure could help you along 
this path to success. 


Midwest, killing a total of 
eight people in Arkansas 
and Missouri. 


In 2019, the health 
commission in the central 
Chinese city of Wuhan 
announced that experts 
were investigating an 
outbreak of respiratory 
illness; the statement said 
27 people had become ill 
with a strain of viral pneu- 
monia and that seven were 
in serious condition. 
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www.bogglebrainbusters,com 


TV CROSSWORD 


INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as you can by linking 
letters up, down, side-to-side and diagonally, writing words 
on a blank sheet of paper. You may only use each letter box 
once within a single word. Play with a friend and compare 
word finds, crossing out common words. 


YOUR BOGGLE’ 
RATING 


151+ = Champ 
101-150 = Expert 
61-100 = Pro 

31- 60 = Gamer 
21- 30 = Rookie 
11- 20 = Amateur 
0-10 = Try again 


OGGLE 
OINT SCALE 


Boggle BrainBusters Bonus 


We put special brain-busting words into the grid 
of letters, Can you find them? 


Find AT LEAST FIVE COUNTRIES in 
the grid of letters. 
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ACROSS 
1 “Melrose __ 
6 __ Hanna; role on “NCIS: Los 
Angeles” 
9 Edmonton hockey team member 
10 “Mad __ You” 
12 Fred __ of “Hunter” 
13 Sinatra and Gifford 
14 Scandinavia’s largest airline 
15 “Gomer Pyle: __” 
16 “_ Tank” 
19 Long-running Broadway musical 
23 Assistant 
24 “Queen of Jazz” 
25 Actress and singer Tammy __ 
28 “CBS Evening News with Scott 


oP) 


30 Car from Germany 

31 Johnny Carson’s successor 

32 “Let’s Make a __” 

33 Late film critic Ebert 

34 Sherman Hemsley sitcom 

36 Sushi bar offering 

39 William Conrad crime drama 
series 

42 Barney Rubble’s wife 
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44 “The __ 
Cariou 


45 Singer, composer and pianist __ 


John 
46 “Snakes __ 
Samuel L. Jackson 
47 Ford or Close 


DOWN 
1 Pea casings 


2 Italy’s currency before the euro 


3 Actress on “Mistresses” 
4 Mediocre grade 
5 Goof 

6 “Sanford and __ 


13 


7 Black-and-white diving bird 
8 McKinley and Rushmore: 


10 Upper limb 
11 “The _” 
show 


13 Monogram for anthem writer Key 


15 Suffix for press or forfeit 

17 Go quickly 

18 Commercials 

20 “Up __ Night” 

21 Suffix for project or text 

22 Actor Romano 

25 

26 Actress McClanahan 

27 Ms. Lupino 

28 Cribbage marker 

29 180° from WSW 

31 Actor ___ Chaney, Jr. 

33 “The __ & Stimpy Show” 

35 Night on which we watch 
“Scorpion”: abbr. 


37 Alma mater for Prince William 


and Prince Harry 
38 Actress Redgrave 
39 Pigeon’s sound 
40 Curry or Cusack 
41 Actress Peeples 
42 Plead 
43 Building annex, often 
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Movie”; film for Len 


Plane”; movie for 


; reality dating game 


about; flit around aimlessly 


a 2 EE 


Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uK. 
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WordWheel 
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Insert the missing letter to complete an eight-letter 
word reading clockwise or counterclockwise. 


@2020 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 
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WORD SEARCH 
Wordsearch: go green 


Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 
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ACID ECOLOGICAL MARSH REUSE 
ALTERNATIVES EDUCATION MULCH RIVERS 
BIKE ENDANGERED NATURE SEWAGE 
BIRDS ENERGY OCEANS SOIL 
CLIMATE FOOD CHAIN ORGANIC TOXIC 
COAL FORESTS OZONE TREES 
COMPOST FUELS PLANET UNLEADED 
CONSERVE HEAT PLASTICS WALK 
DECAY ICE CAPS RARE WARMING 
DISCHARGE LANDFILL RECYCLE WASTE 
EARTH MAMMALS REDUCE WATER 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 











abbr. 


Fore 


"Walden" Wise one 


writer | Frequently 


Steal from 
Smart 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Will you 
look ¢ at 
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Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 


SHE WANTEV TO 
SEE THE NEW GOOSE, 
2 Se = 





Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


mOSSeese 





Oo ¢ 


Jumbles: AGENT DRINK  WALLOP BOUNCE 
Answer: She wanted to see the new goose, so she — 
TOOK A GANDER 


Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


Like tears 
eS ™ Indiana or 


Casey 


Stationed 
Like some 
doors 


Scale pair 
Refined 


ee 


Magical 
wish 
granter 


Philippine 
Island 


Biblical 
plot 


spank 
abbr. 


French 
seasoning 


Rise 


Record 
keeper 


branch 
Arid 


Deception 


Comedian 
Charles 
Nelson -- 


"The 
Waste 
Land” poet 
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Find two identical 
images. 


cy. 


©2021 The Puzzle Company. Dist. by Tribune Gantent Agen 


3 


Scan QR code to lay online. 





4 Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Friday, December 31, 2021 


Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 
V4 
ia 75% OF THE PEOPLE WHO 
? —Ti HAD ONE TREATMENT 
; WITH OUR PRODUCT THAT 
MAKES PEOPLE SMARTER 
ENDED UP DYING. 


LUCKILY, WERE THE 


SOUNDS 
ONLY ONES WHO KNOW 


WENEED LIke You 
Te TELL NEED A 


PEOPLE. TREATMENT. 


Eo tS 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 
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SO WHAT DO YOU 
THINK OF OUR PLAN, 


FINAL SECONDS... 
GABE LANDAU 
DOUBLE-TEAMED... 







Gil Thorp By Neal Rubin and Frank McLaughlin 


ALL SAINTS S6, KICK IT BACK OUT | 
MILFORD 54, p | AND LET PRANIT WIN 
THE GAME FOR US. £ 
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FOR DALLAS, GABE, 3 

IF THEY SMOTHER 
YOU INSIDE — 
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THE GIANT APE IS CLIMBING TO WHY WOULD HE 
THE TOP OF THE SKYSCRAPER! DO THAT? 


0000... IT'S THE BEST 
AHHHHH.... |? PLACE TO WATCH 
FIREWORKS 


AS MARY TAKES A BREAK FROM HER WALK WITH LIBBY 
AND PIERRE. [VEERING 
CRUISES ARE FUN AND ein) _S 
MAYBE | SHOULD PLAN FOR A 
GETAWAY! WILBUR AND ESTELLE 


MUST BE ENJOYING THEIR 
TIME TOGETHER. __ 
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I AM. I WILL. TI AM 
WILLING TO TRY TO RELAX. 


THAT'S AS CLOSE 
AS WE'RE GOING 
TO GET, ISN'T IT? 







wwsfacebookcomédusincomic / T PEMEMBER WHEN WE | HE NOW THE GOAL IS JUST 
oa. USED TO PARTY UNTIL | TO STAY AWAKE 
THE BALL DROPPED. UNTIL MEGS CURFEW. 
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03213652 SLO C120 “ON 'SLYDIONS OSI HLAON 1207 0 





Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis Baldo By Cantu and Castellanos 
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ME...I'M OFF TO BUY FIFTY MY NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION SHE'S WORKING HER IQ 15 TWO 
BUCKS’ WORTH OF LOTTERY IS TO BE LIKE ADHARA ON HER SECOND POINTS HIGHER 
TICKETS AT THE GROCERY STORE. PEREZ! ENGINEERING THAN ALBERT 


DEGREE! EINSTEIN'S/ 






SHE WANTS 
TO BE AN 
ASTRONAUT! 


AND SHE'S 
ONLY 10 
YEARS OLD/ 
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Arctic Circle By Alex Hallatt 


A WOMAN 
GOT Too WHAT 
CLOSE To HAPPENED? 


THEY SENT A WOMAN 

To JAIL FoR GETTING 

ToO CLOSE To A BEAR 
AND HER CUBS. 


You ACCESS 
HER VUBER- 
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Jump Start By Robb Armstrong 


PERHAPS YOUR DESIRE TO OUTDO 


CCORDING TO OUR THAT'S WEN MARCY... SHE'S 
nies ene Re sone YOURSELF EACH YEAR IS CLOUDING 
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arts GENT: | REMEMBER? 
HAI 
ae es a 


Facebook.com/WizardOfld 


©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 


Fs 


Basses. 





iil i il 12-31-21 


Get Fuzzy By Darby Conley Rhymes With Orange By Hilary Price 


Mac, HAVE YOU Ve ! \ OK, BUCKY SAYS \ | I MUST BE CLOSE To LABOR-- 
SEEN BUCKY? =] . a A MEAN i we, THE | . MY PREGNANCY TRACKER 
. ra iy WALK WANTS TO CEND ME 


A FRIENDLY PUSH NOTIFICATIONS. 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 
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OK: | GUESS YOUCAN 

HAVE THE CAR - BUT 
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PA HAS SUCH AGCOD 
HEART. 
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MAKE IT A 
SCOTCH. 


I'LL HAVE A BEER TO 
CELEBRATE AND 
REMEMBER THIS YEAR. 


THAT'LL BE 
922.50. 
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WHEN WILL YOU 
TELL HIM HE'S GOING 
THE WRONG WAY2 
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AFTER HE FALLS 
IN THE LAKE 
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It'S BEEN 
A LONG TIME 
SINCE WE'VE 

BEEN TOA 
NEW YEAR'S 

EVE PARTY. 


f I SWITCHED TO COFFEE SO 
‘ I CAN MAKE IT TO MIDNIGHT. 


Syndicate 


©2021 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features 


d 


©2021 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserve 


iN 










WHERE GAS 
SINTIONS GOT 


VI6T. BY ANDREINS REEL SYNDICATION 
GOCOMIGS.CON / NONGEQUITUR 


WE Vo 2021 wey wk, ur. 12-3/ WILEY INK@EARTRLINK.NET 


Curtis By Ray Billingsley 
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"DEAR MZ.GO0SE, 
IM40, AND I ALSO 
LIKE TO TAKE LONG 
WALKS AT SUNSET 


“IN M& PRISON 
RECREATION 
GARD’ 


LOOK, SOMEONE SENT 
A RESPONSE 
TO M& DATING AD 
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Across 64 See to 7 Facial soasm 38 First year of the 
1 Feel 65 Shaving 8 Overseas county next millennium 
compassion mishap 9 Like Leeds 39 Get rid of 
(for) 66 Chip in? Castle, 40 Robin Roberts’ 
5 Uncomfortable 67 Baker’s starter architecturally network 
spot component 10 Contested 41 Solar eclipse 
8 Focus on 68 Look atintently 11 Coerced phenomena 
winning a 69 Certain payments 42 Certain 
contest? survivor’s 12 Lang. of Belize Mexican- 
13. Arctic trout malady, for 15 Passed out American 
14 Word with rock short 16 Sight in the 44 Clear 
or rain skies above 45 Goes back 
16 “The Thunder Down Gotham 48 WWII command 
Dragon 1 Commercial 18 Cheerleading 49 Protective 
Kingdom” imperative asset garment 
17 Magazine 2 Growing fad? 22 Blues-rocker 51 Intuited 
article? | 3 Pet with cheek Chris 53 Prepared to 
19 Pitching in pouches 25 Role for Ronny speak to a tot, 
20 Egyptianleader 4 “_ Tu’:1974hit 26 Remain maybe 
before Sadat 5 Democratic undecided 54 Fail in the clutch 
21 Hockey trophy Republic ofthe 27 “Iwas being 55 Chewie’s pal 
namesake Congo, once sarcastic!” 59 Gather 
23 Go (for) 6 __the kicker: 29 Sources of 60 Short 
24 Magazine call a time-out juice 62 Treat on March 
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together attempt 36 __ Aviv welcoming 
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BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


3. Three soades. While partner’s 
response is forced, he might still have the 
few ingredients necessary to produce 10 


Bidding Quiz 


You are South, both sides vulnerable. The 


bidding has been: tricks. For example, he might hold: @ J8652 
East South West North ¥V K76 4 932 & 85, or ®K854 99 ¢ 832 
1¢ Dble Pass 14 & J7632, and with either of them he should 
Pass ? happily bid four. 


4. Two clubs. It might seem cowardly 
to bid only two clubs, but the fact is that 


What would you bid now with each of 
the following four hands? 


1.4 A092 ¥ 095 474 & AKJ6 game is unlikely unless partner bids again 
2.408 ¥ AQ76 AQ & KJ982 voluntarily. 
3.4 AQ73 ¥ AQ52 @ 6 & AQ94 The alternative bids are two spades or 


4.4 A64 ¥AQJ 410 & KQJ873 three clubs, but neither of them can be 
* * x recommended. It would be dangerous to 

raise spades with only three-card support, 
as partner might have only four cards in 
the suit. It would be equally dangerous to 
leap to three clubs, since if partner has a 
worthless hand, you are not likely to make 
nine tricks. 

Tomorrow: A question of priorities. 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


1. Two spades. Your takeout double 
forced partner to bid, so he might have 
no values at all. The best you can do, 
therefore, is to make a single raise, 
indicating spade support and about 16 
to 18 points (with less than that, you 
would pass one spade). Partner can have 
anywhere from zero to at most nine points 
(with a better hand, he would have jumped 
in spades). You don’t have to guess what 
he has, though; all you need to do is to a 
tell him what you have and let him decide 


BLYOB 
what to do next. 


2. One notrump. The choice lies between _UBBR 
one notrump and two clubs, both of ni Aon 
which show substantial extra values. The | Ro ey 
notrump bid is slightly better because it RPCEPO 
is more apt to induce a further bid from a 
partner. He might pass two clubs with a ake 
hand where he considers an 11-trick game 
too remote to be pursued, yet act overone 7 YT tt 7 
notrump because a nine-trick game would KZ AA Now arrange the circled letters 
So are ©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
seem within the realm of possibility. All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 
Note that a jump to two notrump would e#e6668 666668 
b l b t it ld indi t NF No od ys a I I Neo] Es Rg bs sd 
e overly exuberant, as it would indicate Snacsiriiad 
the values for an opening two-notrump Jumbles: UNION SOGGY HOLLOW CANARY 
bid, which you clearly don’t have. 


Unscramble these Jumbles, AR Im 11 
one letter to each square, I's almost Let's toast in vingeY | 
~~ the new year. great \y~ 
2 \e8 time! 
Be SS - j ( 


99 , 2S 
THE ENTHUSIASTIC NEW YEAR'S 
EVE PARTY GUESTS DRINKING 
CHAMPAGNE WERE --- 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app + Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





Yesterday's Answer: They passed out water at the marathon so the 


runners could — CHUG ALONG 


TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Complete the grid so each 


row, column and 3-by-3 box ICHH{ 1 IClA ITIS|A|R IB] A|D] 
in bold borders) contains clo|clO/AMMH/A/TIE|REB ADE 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- T w/o} VAXNXEXBXLYAXC) K| TIO] P| 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, VIEINIDE Balolcy i“ ic ATR 

visit www.sudoku.org.uk ‘S| P LAXKCKEXBXLYAXN) KI E|T| 

ed es es ed ed 

ANSWER TO LIN] PIA] TN Bg TART 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE IB}O}O|K] S| P| H} E|WI IP|BIS| 
MBB ETE|NIS|Y. 
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Remember the Time 





Commemorate a historic day or a special moment in 
your own life with a page print from our archives. 








Shop now at 
Hartford Courant courant.com/moment 
news or call (866) 545-3534 
RISK OF PREDIABETES: 
1 IN 3 ADULTS 





LIFE DOESN'T ALWAYS GIVE YOU 
TIME TO CHANGE THE OUTCOME. 


PREDIABETES DOES. 


RISK OF 
SHARK ATTACK: 


1 IN 11.5 MILLION 


ie act " 
St tt, aa 
Par tings tee f cial 
‘or 4 
’ 


TAKE THE RISK TEST TODAY AT 
DolHavePrediabetes.org 








AMERICAN MEDICAL Ys 
ASSOCIATION 
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BASEBALL 


Ortiz’s check is in the mail, A-Rod’s isn’t 


David Ortiz was retiring, 
and Manfred made it a point to 
come to Boston to support and 
praise him. When asked about 
Ortiz’s possible involvement 
with steroids, I knew Manfred’s 


complicated this year than ever. 
To vote for all Hall-wor- 


America to retroactively decide 
on penalties for players involved 
in the steroids mess, including thy players based on numbers, 
players who were not penalized regardless of PEDs, takes votes 
by the Commissioner’s Office nor away from deserving players 
the Players Association during who were not juicers. Voting for 





Dom Amore answer could hold a key to the their career. Thishascreated,by none of the players involved will 
decision I’d have to make five 2021, a ballot that is hopelessly one day leave the Hall of Fame, a 
Another Hall of Fame years later, when “Big Papi's” log-jammed. Players who would museum dedicated to telling the 


story of baseball, without many 
of the most important figures of 
their generation and thus on the 
road to irrelevance. 

“Whatever judgment the writ- i 
ers decide to make with regard to | Courant columnist Dom Amore cast a 
players who have tested posi- Hall of Fame vote for former Red Sox 
slugger David Ortiz and nine others. 
MICHAEL DWYER/AP 


otherwise have been elected 
years ago remain, and a voter can 
only vote for 10 at a time. 

Pete Rose has never appeared 
ona writers’ ballot. He was made 
ineligible by MLB and the Hall 
of Fame. Steroids guys are on 
the ballot and therefore eligible, 
and the decision-making is more 


name appeared next to abox on 
my Hall of Fame ballot. 
My ballot is in the mail now, 


ballot is in the books 


Whenacommissionerholdsa andIwon’t keep you waiting. 
press conference, it’s usually an Ortiz is ayes, Alex Rodriguez a 
exercise in platitudes and vagary, _ no. 
but Rob Manfred’s appearance Fair or unfair, the buck was 
at Fenway Park on Oct. 2,2016,it | passed to senior members of the 
was a Statement in itself. Baseball Writers Association of 
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UCONN MEN] Basan IBaE CONNECTICUT SPORTS YEAR IN REVIEW 


Virus me A 
sweeps NGS] 
through 
program 


Nine players either 
have tested positive 

for COVID-19 or are 
showing mild symptoms 





By Shreyas Laddha 
Hartford Courant 


The UConn men’s basketball team is 
heading into the new year with a COVID- 
19 crisis. According to coach Dan Hurley, 
nine players either have tested positive 
for COVID-19 or are showing mild symp- 
toms. The team is fully vaccinated and 
most have had the booster. 

“Probably more players have felt symp- 
toms, than not,” Hurley said 

Hurley himself has tested positive. He 
said he started to experience symptoms 
for COVID-19 around Dec. 24. 

“T started getting mild symptoms on 
Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day,” 
Hurley said. “... With the vaccine and the 


ae 


Special KC 


=F 1-4 OF- Nal ale) |(om-{-al (eo) g 
reamed at=) alm c-lal @iy(eysd (orci ne) 


Bittersweet 


Perhaps no coach has 
ever experienced the 


WETRaimeye 


After several difficult 
r--¥- T-Yo) g\- fm © Oo) a] a Koves- (org | 


Phenom 


UConn guard Paige 
StU T=Yod (= gm CoM Rex=)(=1e) 1K 5 


booster, minus some headaches and body 
aches, it hasn’t been that bad. 

“The couple days I had symptoms, I 
kind of rested and slept alot. Iam feeling 
alot better in the last day. Iam chomping 
at the bit, ready to get back to work.” 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 


Where will UConn 
go from here? That’s 
largely in the hands 
of Big East, ADs 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


The UConn men’s basketball team’s 
momentum heading into the holiday 
break came to a screeching halt this past 
week when a slew of COVID-19 cases hit 
the program, resulting in the cancellation 
of the Huskies’ first two games back from 
break, last Tuesday’s game at Xavier and the 
New Year’s Day home game against Butler. 
Coach Dan Hurley is one of those afflicted 
with the virus, and he said Thursday that 
nine players either tested positive or have 
COVID-19 symptoms and are awaiting test 
results. 

So where does UConn go from here, in 
terms of rescheduling and return to play? 
That largely lies in the hands of the Big East 
and other officials. 

The Huskies are one of five Big East 
programs (along with DePaul, Seton Hall, 
St. John’s and Georgetown) that have 


Turn to Big East, Page 4 


ascore against Baylor 

fo [Ua lay-maal-Wile-imar-limelm- lp 
Elite Eight game at the 
Alamodome on March 29 
Taboy-laW-Valseyal rom -10(-\et,(=) 
was brilliant in her 

first season in Storrs, 
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March 
Madness 

for UConn 
women, men 
and Hartford, 
return of the 
Yard Goats, 
Olympian 
efforts and one 
unforgettable 
finish at the 
Travelers 


highlighted a 


crazy year 


“ia U(od @eleiam War-lace, 

Vi Co\VV(-Yo Ro) at-Walimt aire! 

7-O win over 
Northwestern in 

the Class M state 
championship game, then 
signed with the Royals, 
who drafted him seventh 
rooY(=Ve-1| bce) assoMaalliicelar 2012. 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


onnecticut sports fans 
are not complicated 
or unique. We like 
winners. 

UConn women’s 
basketball, UConn 
men’s basketball, New 

York Yankees, Boston Red Sox, New 
England Patriots, the current genera- 
tion has been raised on winners. It is no 
surprise when the PGA Tour’s best play 
here. 

There is gravitation toward Bubba 
Watson, who has won the Travelers 
Championship three times and made 
the state a second home. But on June 27, 
2021, thousands of fans at the TPC River 
Highlands cheered ona young golfer who 
never won a tournament, didn’t win that 
day and, as the year comes to an end, is 
still searching for that first tour victory. 

Kramer Hickok, 29, birdied 18 to force 
a playoff. As the playoff holes passed one 
after another, the 10,000 fans allowed 
to gather chanted “Kra-mer, Kra-mer, 
Kra-mer” as Hickok walked the course 
with seasoned pro Harris English 


Dan Hurley gave Huskies 
ir-lal-B-ce)ant-1mallay=mxed-aleleis 
r= lolol Ui alae p-m ma(-t-elat-maa|- Me elalaket-l|t-t-tal-) mello, 
fe) gey=1e- laa bey-(ey @xemaal-) | OF-V Wamu f- 1-1 mje] alal=am(-r-lel | aod 
Tournament behindjJames theHawkstothe 
=YolU] (alt=tal mm arom el-tot-laal=) 
the Huskies first lottery 
pick in the NBA Draft since 


extreme highs and 
lows that UHart’s 


NCAA Tournament, 
then learning of the 
Yo aTolo) -¥ o) F-la keke | gel) 
to Division lll. 
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“At one point, it was just kind of a joke,” 
Hickok said. “We were just kind of laugh- 
ing. ‘Are we going to be here all night? Are 
we going to have to come back [Monday] 
morning?’ I didn’t expect to play 27 holes 
today.” 

It was getting dark, but no one was ina 
rush to leave. 

Twice Hickok was close to victory but 
his birdie putts lipped out. On the Trav- 
elers-record eighth extra hole, English 
made a birdie putt. Hickok, joined by his 
family and his puppy, walked off to warm 
wishes from the crowd, even the TPC 
staffers on the balcony cheered. After 
years of struggling on the tour, Hickok 
proved it was just a matter of time before 
he breaks through. 

“I learned that I belong,’ Hickok 
said. “You can always tell yourself that. 
... | could have easily won today. It’s just 
keep my head up, keep my chin up and 
take what I learned from today and keep 
battling” 

It turned out to be one of the most 
exciting sports moment in Connecticut 
sports in 2021, a great lesson in COVID- 
19 pandemic times of what sports should 


Turn to Year, Page 4 


Safety Tip of the Day 


If the ice is under 4” - STAY OFF. At 4” - ice fishing or other 

activities on foot are generally safe. A depth of 5”-7” is necessary 
before one can use a snowmobile or ATV. Double the above thickness 
guidelines when traveling on white ice. 


riscassi-davis.com 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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NFL 


Roethlisberger: Monday could be last home game 


By Dan Scifo 


Associated Press 


PITTSBURGH — Pittsburgh 
Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlis- 
berger said Monday night’s game 
against the Cleveland Browns 
could be his last at Heinz Field. 

“T don’t ever speak in definites 
or guarantees,” Roethlisberger 
said Thursday. “That’s just not 
what I’ve ever done, or who I am. 
But looking at the bigger picture, I 
would say that all signs are point- 
ing that this could be it.” 

Roethlisberger, 39, insisted that 
he won’t make a final decision 
until after the season, and he noted 
that his team remains in the play- 
off hunt. But for now, the veteran 
quarterback publicly acknowl- 
edged for the first time that he 


could play his final home game on 
Monday. 

“T’ll address the definite answer 
at some point down the road,” 
Roethlisberger said. “My focus is 
on winning this game. If it is indeed 
my last regular-season game (at 
Heinz Field), it’s going to be one of 
the most important games of my 
career.” 

Roethlisberger, the No. 11 overall 
pick in the 2004 draft, is the fran- 
chise leader in just about every 
major statistical passing category. 
He has led Pittsburgh to three 
Super Bowl appearances and two 
championships in a franchise-re- 
cord 18 seasons with the organi- 
zation. 

If this is it for Roethlisberger, 
he will retire in the top 10 in NFL 
history in three major statistical 


categories: fifth in yards passing 
(63,721), fifth in regular-season 
wins (163) and eighth with 416 
touchdown passes. Roethlisberger 
is 91-31 during the regular season at 
Heinz Field, the third-most wins 
by a quarterback at a venue, trailing 
only Tom Brady and John Elway. 
“T’ve been so blessed to play in 
front of the best fans in all sports 
at the best venue,” Roethlisberger 
said. “What better way to have a 
last regular-season game than 
‘Monday Night Football’ against a 
division opponent.” 
Roethlisberger could be making 
his last start at Heinz Field against 
ateam he has handled for years. It’s 
been an uneven season for Roeth- 
lisberger, who has thrown for 3,373 
yards and 20 touchdowns with 
eight interceptions. But one of the 


highlights came in a 15-10 victory 
at Cleveland on Halloween, his 
25th victory in 28 games against 
the Browns. 

Roethlisberger will need at least 
one more win against the Browns if 
the Steelers want to make the play- 
offs this season. 

“This is the Browns. This is a 
division opponent, and they’re 
hungry to come in and get a win, 
too,” Roethlisberger said. “I can 
sit here all week and be nostalgic, 
and think about everything that my 
career has been, but I have to focus 
on this game because it’s the most 
important game of the season for 
us.” 

The Steelers (7-7-1) will also need 
a win at Baltimore in Week 18 and 
outside help to make the playoffs 
for a second straight season. 





Quarterback Ben Roethlisberger, 
the No. 11 overall pick in the 2004 
draft, has led Pittsburgh to three 
Super Bowl appearances and two 
championships in a franchise- 
record 18 seasons with the Steelers. 
REED HOFFMANN/AP 


UP NEXT 

Patriots: Jaguars, 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 

Giants: at Bears, Sunday, 
1 p.m. 

Jets: Buccaneers, 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 

UConn MBB: at Seton 
Hall, Jan. 8, noon; St. 
John’s (Gampel), Jan. 12, 
8:30 p.m.; at Providence, 
Jan.15, 2 p.m. 

UConn WBB: at 
Georgetown, Wednesday, 
7p.m.; at Villanova, Jan. 7, 
7p.m.; Creighton, Jan. 9, 

1 p.m. 

Celtics: Suns, Friday, 
1p.m.; Magic, Sunday, 

6 p.m.; Sours, Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m. 

Knicks: at Thunder, 
Friday, 8 p.m.; at Raptors, 
Sunday, 3:30 p.m.; Pacers, 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

Nets: Clippers, Saturday, 
7:30 p.m.; Grizzlies, 
Monday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Pacers, Wednesday, 

130 Dm: 

UConn hockey: at 
Harvard, Sunday, 7 p.m.; 
at Boston Coll., Jan. 8, 

4 p.m.; Boston Univ., 
Jan.14, 7 p.m. 

Bruins: Sabres, Saturday, 
1p.m.; at Red Wings, 
Sunday, 1 p.m.; Devils, 
Tuesday, 7 .m. 

Rangers: at Lightning, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Lightning, 
Sunday, 12:30 p.m.; Oilers, 
Monday, 7 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: Providence, 
Friday, 3 p.m.; Rochester, 
Sunday, 3 p.m.; at 
Rochester, Jan. 7, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASKETBALL 

Noon: High Point at 
Kentucky. (Live) SEC 
Noon: Hofstra at Elon. 
(Live) CBSSN 

1p.m.: Suns at Celtics. 
(Live) NBCSB 

8 p.m.: Knicks at Thunder. 
(Live) MSG 

10:30 p.m.: Trail Blazers 
at Lakers. (Live) NBA 
FOOTBALL 

11.a.m.: Taxslayer Gator 
Bowl Wake Forest vs 
Rutgers. (Live) ESPN 
Noon: Sun Bowl 
Washington State vs 
Central Michigan. (Live) 
CBS 

3:30 p.m.: CFP Semifinal 
at Cotton Bowl Cincinnati 
vs Alabama. (Live) ESPN 
7:30 p.m.: CFP Semifinal 
at Orange Bowl Georgia vs 
Michigan. (Live) ESPN 
HOCKEY 

3 p.m.: Providence Bruins 
at Hartford Wolf Pack. 
(Live) Radio: 1410 

7p.m.: Rangers at 
Lightning. (Live) MSG 
Plus 
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tive or have otherwise 
been adjudicated under 
our program, that’s up to 
them,” Manfred said that 
day in 2016. “What I do feel 
is unfair is that in situations 
where it is leaks, rumors, 
innuendo, not-confirmed 
positive test results, that is 
unfair to the players. That 
would be wrong.” 

Sooner or later, you have 
to drill down and check 
boxes, as I did on Wednes- 
day, after weeks of thought 
and conversations, weigh- 
ing each player, steroid- 
tainted or otherwise, case 
by case and looking for the 
fairest use of my 10 checks. 

We'll know the results in 
mid-January. Here’s what I 
came up with: 

Barry Bonds and Roger 
Clemens are the most glar- 
ing omissions from the 
Hall of Fame. They have 
significant popular support 
and were named on more 
than 60% of writers’ ballots 
in 2020, short of the 75% 
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The Nets’ James Harden and Kevin Durant react behind 76ers center Joel Embiid in the second 
half of Thursday’s game in New York. The 76ers won, 110-102. ADAM HUNGER/AP 


76ERS 110, NETS 102 
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Philly turns back Brooklyn in 
Durant’s long-awaited return 


NHL 


Bruins near full strength 
as they prepare to return 
from 2 weeks off the ice 


By Steve Conroy 
Boston Herald 


The last time we saw the 
Bruins a full two weeks 
ago, aroster speckled with 
AHL players lost to the 
New York Islanders on 
Dec. 16. 

Rumor has it that the 
B’s will once again return 
to play for a New Year’s 
Day matinee against the 
Buffalo Sabres and, despite 
COVID-19 cases popping 
up throughout the league, 
the Bruins could actually 
have close to a full roster 
available. 

On Thursday morning, 
coach Bruce Cassidy was 
still waiting to see if Char- 
lie Coyle would be able to 
test out of protocols. If that 
is the case, then Cassidy 
was hopeful his second- 
line center would be on the 
ice Friday for practice and 
ready to play this weekend 
against the Sabres and in 
Detroit on Sunday against 
the Red Wings. 

If no one else tests posi- 
tive — granted, a big “if” 
these days — then the 
Bruins would be missing 
only Jakub Zboril, who 


atic so he should be fine. 
I assume he’s been doing 
some work. He’s in pretty 
good shape to begin with. 
So, yeah, it would be 
(enough),” said Cassidy, 
who gave his team the day 
off after four straight prac- 
tice days. “Now we just 
have to see how he looks 
on the ice and see how he 
feels. He’s got to be part 
of that discussion as well, 
because it’s an afternoon 
game and there’s no morn- 
ing skate to get an extra 
touch or two in. But, yeah, 
he could certainly be avail- 
able, and we’d most likely 
use him if he’s ready to go.” 

By Saturday, the players 
will no doubt be beyond 
ready to play a game, at 
least mentally. How they’re 
able to perform is another 
question. 

The Sabres will have 
played twice since the 
break (they lost Wednes- 
day at home against the 
Devils and played in Long 
Island on Thursday night) 
while the B’s will have 
gone 16 days without a 


game. 
“They'll have the advan- 
tage of being back in the 


By Brian Mahoney 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Joel Embiid scored 34 
points and the Philadelphia 76ers spoiled 
Kevin Durant’s return to the lineup by beat- 
ing the Brooklyn Nets 110-102 on Thursday 
night. 

Durant had 33 points in his first game in 
two weeks, having missed three games in 
health and safety protocols. He picked up 
right where he left off, having averaged 39.7 
points in the three games before that. 

But Embiid converted atiebreaking three- 
point play with 3:14 remaining, and Tyrese 
Maxey and Seth Curry hit 3-pointers to send 
the 76ers to their third straight victory. 

Embiid clinched it with a follow shot 
while being fouled. He and Durant then both 
received technical fouls, and the Sixers center 
was jawing with the Nets as the game ended, 
waving an arm to send them off the floor. 

James Harden had 33 points, 14 rebounds 
and 10 assists for the Nets, continuing his 
strong stretch since returning from a three- 
game absence in health and safety protocols. 
But the Nets had no good answer for Embiid 
all night. 

Maxey added five 3-pointers and 25 
points, while Curry scored 17 points for the 
76ers, who were led by assistant coach Dan 
Burke after Doc Rivers was placed in health 
and safety protocols earlier Thursday. 

Embiid scored 16 points in the first 9 % 
minutes and Andre Drummond added six 


more after replacing him, giving Philadel- 
phia a 39-31 lead after one quarter. 

Embiid banked in a 3-pointer with 30 
seconds left in the half to give the 76ers a 
55-54 edge. 

Durant scored 14 in the third, and the Nets 
were up seven after he made consecutive 
3-pointers. But Maxey made two in a row 
to end the period and send the Sixers to the 
fourth quarter with an 84-82 lead. 

Burke said Rivers was feeling well and was 
upbeat. 

“He said he feels good. He’s not the least 
bit worried, and if anybody just takes things 
in stride and keep it real or keep it relative, 
it’s Doc,” Burke said, “and that’s the lead 
we've got to follow” 

Burke was O-2 as an acting head coach 
under Nate McMillan in Indiana. 

A day after Kyrie Irving returned to prac- 
tice, Nets coach Steve Nash said he hadn’t 
had any further discussion with the point 
guard about whether he would get vacci- 
nated, making him eligible to play in home 
games. 

“Not since we had those conversations in 
the preseason and since then we have not,’ 
Nash said. 

Along with Rivers, assistant coaches Sam 
Cassell and Brian Adams were both unavail- 
able because of protocols. Assistant coach 
Dave Joerger stepped away from the team in 
November to undergo treatment for cancer. 
That left just Burke, Eric Hughes and Jamie 


is out for the season after 
undergoing ACL surgery. 
Coyle was the 11th Bruin 
to test positive but is 
currently the only one still 
in protocols. 

A Coyle return would 
give the B’s their full 
complement of forwards. 
Cassidy said that, all things 
considered, one day of 
practice should be enough. 

“T’ll have to talk to 
him. Some guys are able 
to do more (exercise) at 
home than others. I think 
Charlie was asymptom- 


grind of puck possession, 
down low, 50-50 pucks and 
just the stuff that’s hard to 
practice over and over, the 
game situations where 
you’re coming through 
the middle with your head 
up as opposed to looking 
down sometimes. Obvi- 
ously in practice, you’re 
not getting hit like that. 
That’s the one advantage 
they’ll have,” said Cassidy. 
“Tt’ll be their third game in 
three and a half days, so the 
advantage in that regard 
should be with us.” 





The Bruins hope Charlie Coyle, right, their last player in 
COVID-19 protocols, will be available for Saturday’s return 
to the ice against Buffalo. WINSLOW TOWNSON/AP 





Clemens are in their 10th and 
final year on the Hall of Fame 
writers’ ballot. Both received 
61% of the vote in 2020 and 
need 75% to get in. AP 


required. I began voting 
for them a few years back, 


holding off on other steroids 


guys until Bonds and Clem- 
ens are elected, or off the 
ballot. Then there will bea 
clear precedent. 

Ortiz was alleged to 
have tested positive in 
2003, the year MLB and 
the union agreed to hold 
“survey” testing, not to be 
made public but to assess 
the scope of PED use. It is 
believed over 100 tested 


positive that year, but only a 


few names, including Ortiz, 
later leaked out. 

“Tt’s really unfortunate 
that anyone’s name was 
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Barry Bonds, left, and Roger 


ever released publicly,’ 
Manfred said that day. “... 
We knew there were 
legitimate scientific 
questions about whether or 
not those were truly posi- 
tives.” 

I’m no lawyer, but this 
sounds like an open-and- 
shut case. Testing policy 
was implemented in 2004, 


and Ortiz never registered a 


positive test through 2016. 


He may have tested positive 


in 2003, but MLB never 
acknowledged it, and the 
commissioner said for the 
record those results were 
questionable. So there is no 
legit PED-related basis to 
exclude Ortiz, who hit .286 
with 542 homers, plus .295 
with 17 homers in postsea- 
son play, leading the Red 
Sox to three champion- 
ships. As for his extraor- 
dinary production in his 
final seasons, this is true 
for many Hall of Famers 
— longevity is one of the 
things that make great play- 
ers great. 

Among others, I voted 
for Andy Pettitte for his 
durability, consistency and 


Young among Rivers’ assistant coaches. 


postseason successes with 
the Yankees and Astros. 
According to the Mitchell 
Report, he used HGH ata 
time when it was neither 
illegal nor on baseball’s list 
of banned substances, while 
he was recovering from 
injury, and he owned up to 
it. To me, this doesn’t rise to 
a level where he should be 
barred from consideration, 
though he is a borderline 
candidate. 

I flipped over to Gary 
Sheffield, 500-homer 
club member, despite his 
BALCO involvement. I 
had the space open and 
he is gaining support and 
running out of time. 

That’s five boxes 
checked. After alot of wres- 
tling, I left Sammy Sosa’s 
box unchecked, because 
I see his career as a close 
parallel to Mark McGwire, 
who is now off the ballot. 
Also, no on Manny Ramirez 
and A-Rod, both of whom 
were reported to have 
tested positive in 2003, 
but also got into ample, 
repeated steroids trouble 
later on. I’d vote for them 


next year — if Bonds and 
Clemens get in. Otherwise, 
the veterans committee can 
decide on them, too. 

Now, about Curt Schil- 
ling. Political views, what- 
ever they are, should not 
factor into consideration 
for a baseball museum. I 
disregard his many barbs 
directed at journalists and 
voters and his childish rant 
about removing himself 
from the ballot; the BBWAA 
is chosen for this task 
because we’re supposed 
to disregard such things. 
Schilling’s career, especially 
in the postseason, compares 
with Catfish Hunter for 
me, so he is a yes. You don’t 
have to be a grownup to be 
a Hall of Famer, but you do 
should be a grownup when 
you vote. 

Every year I have to look 
up the stats and remind 
myself that Scott Rolen 
was a better player than 
I remember, especially 
among third basemen, an 
underrepresented position. 
Yes. 

Todd Helton’s a yes. 
Trying to factor in any 


high-altitude Colorado 
advantage is overthinking. A 
major league park is a major 
league park. Surely Mel 
Ott’s home run total (511) 
must have been affected by 
the 250-foot fence at the 
Polo Grounds, for one of 
many such examples. 

Borderliners Andruw 
Jones, great defensive 
center fielder, and Jeff 
Kent, who had a number of 
monster seasons as a second 
baseman, got my remain- 
ing checks. Ortiz knocks off 
Omar Vizquel, who got my 
10th box last year. If I had 
more boxes, Billy Wagner 
would get a vote. Several 
other candidates worthy 
of consideration will have 
to wait for next year, when 
Bonds, Clemens, Sosa and 
Schilling will all be either in, 
or off the ballot. 

Ten boxes checked: 
Bonds, Clemens, Ortiz, 
Schilling, Helton, Rolen, 
Jones, Kent, Sheffield and 
Pettitte. Perfect? Hardly. 

Fair? That’s my hope. 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com. 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 


Tampa Bay 3121 6 46 103 84 


Toronto 30 20 8 42 98 76 
Florida 30 19 7 42 108 90 
Detroit 31 15 13 33 88 104 
Boston 26 14 10 30 71 69 
Buffalo 31 10 16 25 85 108 
Ottawa 28 917 20 79 101 


Montreal 32. fT 21 
METRO. GP W 


Washington 32 19 
Carolina 29-21 
N.Y. Rangers 31 19 


L 
6 
7 
8 
8 
Philadelphia 30 13 12 
13 
15 
12 


OuOrPUUOReEN GaRNUNWANA 
~ 
=| 
nn 
7) 
7 
Q@ 
> 


Pittsburgh 30 17 39 91 76 
31 80 97 

Columbus 28 14 29 91 95 

New Jersey 31 11 27 86 108 

N.Y. Islanders 26 8 22 5ST TT 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 


St. Louis 32 18 9 
Minnesota 3019 9 
Nashville 31 19 11 
Colorado 27 17 8 
Winnipeg 30 14 11 
Dallas 29 15 12 
Chicago 30 11 15 


Arizona 30 621 15 63 117 
PACIFIC GP W L 
Vegas 33 21 12 42 120 101 


Anaheim 33 17 9 
Calgary 28 15 7 
Edmonton 30 18 12 
San Jose 31 16 14 
LosAngeles 31 14 12 
Vancouver 32 15 15 
Seattle 31 10 17 
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THURSDAY’S RESULTS 
Montreal at Carolina, late 
Nashville at Columbus, late 
Tampa Bay at Florida, late 
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders, late 
Calgary at Seattle, late 
Philadelphia at San Jose, late 
Vancouver at Los Angeles, late 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Edmonton at New Jersey, 1p.m. 
Anaheim at Vegas, 3p.m. 

N.Y. Rangers at Tampa Bay, 7p.m. 
Washington at Detroit, 7:30p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Ottawa, ppd 
Colorado at Dallas, ppd 
Winnipeg at Calgary, ppd 


WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 
New Jersey 4, Buffalo 3 
Florida 4, N.Y. Rangers 3 
Washington 5, Nashville 3 
St. Louis 4, Edmonton 2 
Philadelphia 3, Seattle 2, OT 
Vancouver 2, Anaheim 1, OT 
Boston at Ottawa, ppd 
Chicago at Winnipeg, ppd 
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders, ppd 
Pittsburgh at Toronto, ppd 
Dallas at Colorado, ppd 
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UPCOMING BOWLS 

THURSDAY’S RESULTS 

Duke’s Mayo Bowl, Charlotte, N.C. 
South Carolina 38, North Carolina 21 
Music City Bowl, Nashville 

Purdue 48, Tennessee 45(OT) 

Peach Bowl, Atlanta 

#11 Mich St. (10-2) vs. #13 Pitt (11-2), late 
Las Vegas Bowl, Las Vegas 

Wisconsin (8-4) vs. Arizona St. (8-4), late 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Cotton Bowl Classic), Arlington, Texas 
#1Alabama (12-1) vs. 

#4 Cincinnati (13-0), 3:30 p.m. 
College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Orange Bowl), Miami Gardens, Fla. 
#2 Michigan (12-1) vs. 

#3 Georgia (12-1), 7:30 p.m. 

Gator Bowl, Jacksonville, Fla. 
#20Wake Forest (10-3) vs. 

Rutgers (5-7), 10a.m. 
Sun Bowl, El Paso, Texas 
Wash.St. (7-5) vs. C. Mich. (8-4), noon 
Arizona Bowl, Tucson, Ariz., ccd. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 
Outback Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 
#22 Arkansas (8-4) vs. Penn St. (7-5), noon 
Citrus Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 
#17 lowa (10-3) vs. #25 Kentucky (9-3), 1 p.m. 
Fiesta Bowl, Glendale, Ariz. 
#5Notre Dame (11-1) vs. 
#90klahoma St. (11-2), 1p.m. 
Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. 
#7 Ohio St. (10-2) vs. #10 Utah (10-3), 5 p.m. 
Sugar Bowl, New Orleans 
#6 Baylor (11-2) vs. #8 Miss. (10-2), 8:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY’S GAME 
Texas Bowl, Houston 
LSU (6-6) vs. Kansas St. (7-5), 9p.m. 


MONDAY, JAN. 10 
CFP Championship Game, Indianapolis 
Semifinal winners, 8p.m. 


NCAA FCS CHAMPIONSHIP 

Saturday, Jan. 8 

Toyota Stadium, Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. 
Montana State (12-2), noon 


PAST BOWL RESULTS 

FRIDAY, DEC. 17 

Bahamas BowlNassau, Bahamas 
Middle Tennessee 31, Toledo 24 
Cure Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 

Coastal Carolina 47, Northern Illinois 41 


SATURDAY, DEC. 18 

Boca Raton Bowl, Boca Raton, Fla. 
W. Kentucky 59, Appalahican St. 38 
Celebration Bowl, Atlanta 

S. Carolina St. 31, Jackson St. 10 
New Mexico Bowl, Albuquerque 
Fresno State 31, UTEP 24 
Independence Bowl, Shreveport, La. 
Ala-Birmingham 31, #12BYU 28 
LendingTree Bowl, Mobile, Ala. 
Liberty 56, Eastern Michigan 20 

LA Bowl, Inglewood, Calif. 

Utah St. 24, Oregon State 13 

New Orleans Bowl, New Orleans 
#16 La-Lafayette 36, Marshall 21e 


MONDAY, DEC. 20 
Myrtle Beach Bowl, Conway, S.C. 
Tulsa 30, Old Dominion 17 


TUESDAY, DEC. 21 

Famous Idaho Potato, Boise, Idaho 
Wyoming 52, Kent State 38 

Frisco Bowl, Frisco, Texas 

San Diego State 38, #24 UTSA 24 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22 
Armed Forces Bowl, Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 24, Missouri 22 


THURSDAY, DEC. 23 

Frisco Football Classic, Frisco, Texas 
Miami (Ohio) 27, North Texas 14 
Gasparilla Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 

UCF 29, Florida 17 


FRIDAY, DEC. 24 
Hawaii Bowl, Honolulu 
Memphis (6-6) vs. Hawaii (6-7), ccd. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 25 
Camellia Bowl, Montgomery, Ala. 
Georgia St. 51, Ball State 20 


MONDAY, DEC. 27 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Western Michigan 52, Nevada 24 
Military Bowl, Annapolis, Md. 

Bos Coll. (6-6) vs. E. Carolina (7-5), ccd. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 28 

Birmingham Bowl, Birmingham, Ala. 
#21 Houston 17, Auburn 13 

SERVPRO First Responder Bowl, Dallas 
Air Force 31, Louisville 28 

Liberty Bowl, Memphis, Tenn. 

Texas Tech 34, Mississippi State 7 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl, Phoenix 
Minnesota 18, West Virginia 6 

Holiday Bowl, San Diego 

UCLA (8-4) vs. NC State (9-3), ccd. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29 

Pinstripe Bowl, New York City 
Maryland 54, Virginia Tech 10 
Cheez-It Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 
#19Clemson 20, lowa State 13 
Alamo Bowl, San Antonio 

#14 Oklahoma 47, #15 Oregon 32 
Fenway Bowl, Boston 

Virginia (6-6) vs. SMU (8-4), ccd 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT GB 
Brooklyn 23 9 .719 — 
Philadelphia 18 16 .529 6 
New York 17 18 .486 7% 
Boston 16 19 .457 8% 
Toronto 14 17 452 8% 
SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB 
Miami 22 13. .629 
Charlotte 19 17 .528 3% 
Washington 17 17 500 4% 
Atlanta 15 19 441 6% 
Orlando 7 28 .200 15 
CENTRAL W L PCT GB 
Chicago 22 10 .688 _ 
Milwaukee 23 13 .639 | 
Cleveland 20 14 .588 3 
Indiana 14 21 .400 9% 
Detroit 5 28 .152 17% 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST Ww L PCT GB 
Memphis 22 14 4611 — 
Dallas 16 18 .471 5 
San Antonio 14 19 424 6% 
New Orleans 13 22 371 8% 
Houston 10 25 .286 11% 
NORTHWEST W L PCT GB 
Utah 25 9 .f35 _ 
Denver 17 16 515 7% 
Minnesota 16 18 .471 9 
Portland 13 21 = .382 12 
Oklahoma City 12 22 .353 13 
PACIFIC W L PCT GB 
Golden State 27 T .794 — 
Phoenix 27 T .794 — 
L.A. Clippers 18 17 514 9% 
L.A. Lakers 17 19 .472 11 
Sacramento 15 21 .417 13 
THURSDAY’S RESULTS 


Cleveland at Washington, late 
Milwaukee at Orlando, late 
Philadelphia at Brooklyn, late 
Golden State at Denver, ppd. 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Phoenix at Boston, 1p.m. 
Chicago at Indiana, 3p.m. 

Dallas at Sacramento, 6p.m. 
Miami at Houston, 7p.m. 

Atlanta at Cleveland, 7:30p.m. 
L.A. Clippers at Toronto, 7:30p.m. 
New York at Oklahoma City, 8p.m. 
San Antonio at Memphis, 8p.m. 
Minnesota at Utah, 9p.m. 
Portland at L.A. Lakers, 10:30p.m. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

New Orleans at Milwaukee, 6:30p.m. 
Chicago at Washington, 7p.m. 

San Antonio at Detroit, 7p.m. 

L.A. Clippers at Brooklyn, 7:30p.m. 
Denver at Houston, 8p.m. 

Golden State at Utah, 9p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 

New York 94, Detroit 85 
Charlotte 116, Indiana 108 

L.A. Clippers 91, Boston 82 
Chicago 131, Atlanta 117 
Memphis 104, L.A. Lakers 99 
Phoenix 115, Oklahoma City 97 
Utah 120, Portland 105 
Sacramento 95, Dallas 94 
Miami at San Antonio, ppd 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 20 16 2 251 12 50 
Chelsea 20 12 6 2 43 14 42 
Liverpool 1912 5 250 16 41 
Arsenal 1911 2 632 23 35 
Man United 18 9 4 530 26 31 
West Ham 19 9 4 6 34 25 31 
Tottenham 17 93 522 20 30 
Wolverhampton 18 7 4 7 13 14 25 
Leicester 18 7 4 731 33 25 
Brighton 18 59 417 18 24 
Crystal Palace 19 5 8 627 27 23 
Aston Villa 18 7 11024 28 22 
Southampton 19 49 620 29 21 
Brentford 18 55 821 25 20 
Everton 17 54 821 29 19 
Leeds 18 3 7 818 36 16 
Watford 17 4 112 22 35 13 
Burnley 16 18 715 24 11 
Newcastle 19 181019 42 11 
Norwich 19 2 413 8 42 10 
THURSDAY’S RESULTS 


Manchester United 3, Burnley 1 
Everton vs. Newcastle, pd. 


SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Arsenal vs. Man City, 7:30a.m. 
Leicester vs. Norwich, 10a.m. 

Watford vs. Tottenham, 10a.m. 

Crystal Palace vs. West Ham, 12:30p.m. 


SUNDAY’S MATCHES 

Brentford vs. Aston Villa, 9a.m. 
Everton vs. Brighton, 9a.m. 

Leeds vs. Burnley, 9a.m. 
Southampton vs. Newcastle, 9a.m. 
Chelsea vs. Liverpool, 11:30a.m. 


MONDAY’S MATCH 
Man United vs. Wolverhampton, 12:30 p.m. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL FRIDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
Hofstra 62 at Elon 
at Quinnipiac WD Niagara 
at Charleston (SC) 3 Delaware 
Northeastern 9% atWm.& Mary 
NBA FRIDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U§ UNDERDOG 
at Boston off (off) Phoenix 
at Indiana off (off) Chicago 
at Sacramento off (off) Dallas 
at Houston off (off) Miami 
at Toronto 4 (209%) LA Clippers 
atCleveland off (off) Atlanta 
New York 6% (205'2)at Okla. City 
atMemphis 4% (224%)San Antonio 
at Utah off (off) Minnesota 
atLALakers 5% (231) Portland 
NHL FRIDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG _ Line 


Edmonton -170 at New Jersey +140 
at Vegas -188 Anaheim +155 
at Tampa Bay -144 NYRangers +120 
Washington ~ -137 at Detroit +114 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL FRIDAY 
FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
Gator Bowl 

Wake Forest 16% (62/2) Rutgers 
Sun Bowl 

Washington St. 7 (57%) Cent. Michigan 


CFP Semifinal Cotton Bowl Classic 


Alabama 13% (57%) Cincinnati 
CFP Semifinal Orange Bowl 

Georgia Tv (452) Michigan 
Outback Bowl Saturday 
Penn State 22 (48) Arkansas 
Fiesta Bowl 

Notre Dame 2% (45%2)Oklahoma St. 
Citrus Bowl 

Kentucky 3. (44) lowa 
Rose Bowl 

Ohio State 4¥2 (64) Utah 
Sugar Bowl 

Mississippi 1% (55%) Baylor 
Texas Bowl Tuesday 
LSU 1 (47) Kansas State 


CFP TITLE GAME NATIONAL CHAMPION 


Alabama 11-10 Georgia 13-10 
Michigan 6-1 Cincinnati 14-1 
NFL WEEK 17 SUNDAY 
FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
Philadelphia 3% (45) at Washington 
at Buffalo 14% (44) Atlanta 
at Chicago 5% (37%) NY Giants 
Kansas City 5% (51) at Cincinnati 
atIndianapolis 7 (44%) Las Vegas 
at New England 16% (41%) Jacksonville 
Tampa Bay 13. (45%) atNY Jets 
at Tennessee 3% (391%) Miami 
LA Rams 4¥2 (462) at Baltimore 
atLA Chargers 6% (46) Denver 
at San Francisco 12% (44) Houston 
at Seattle 7 (42%) Detroit 
at Dallas 6 (51%) Arizona 
atNew Orleans 6% (381%) Carolina 
atGreenBay 7 (46%) Minnesota 

MONDAY 


Cleveland 32 


(41) at Pittsburgh 


For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https://sportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
Buffalo 9 6 O .600 427 264 
NewEngland 9 6 0 .600 388 260 
Miami 8 7 0. .533 305 315 
e-N.Y. Jets 4 11 0 .267 276 449 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Tennessee 10 5 O .667 357 326 
Indianapolis 9 6 O- .600 420 316 
e-Houston 4 11 0O .267 248 401 
e-Jacksonville 2 13 0 .133 217 396 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Cincinnati 9 6 QO .600 410 324 
Baltimore 8 7 0. .533 355 356 
Pittsburgh 7 7 1 .500 301 371 
Cleveland 7 8 O .467 314 329 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Kansas City11 4 0 .733 421 306 
L.A.Chargers 8 7 0 .533 408 411 
Las Vegas 8 7 0 .533 316 387 
Denver 7 8 O .467 298 260 


e-Eliminated from playoffs 


PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME 
MODERN-ERA PLAYER FINALISTS 
Jared Allen, DE: 2004-2007 Kansas 
City, 2008-2013 Minnesota, 2014-2015 
Chicago, 2015 Carolina 

Willie Anderson, OT: 1996-2007 Cincin- 
nati, 2008 Baltimore 

Ronde Barber, DB: 1997-2012 Bucs 
Tony Boselli, OL: 1995-2001 Jackson- 
ville, 2002 Houston (injured reserve) 
LeRoy Butler, S: 1990-2001 Green Bay 
Devin Hester, PR/KR/WR : 2006-2013 
Chicago, 2014-2015 Atlanta, 2016 Balti- 
more, 2016 Seattle 

Torry Holt, WR: 1999-2008 StL Rams, 
2009 Jacksonville 

Andre Johnson, WR: 2003-2014 Hous- 
ton, 2015 Indianapolis, 2016 Tennessee 
Sam Mills, LB: 1986-1994 New Orleans, 
1995-97 Carolina 

Richard Seymour, DE/DT: 2001-08 New 
England, 2009-2012 Oakland 

Zach Thomas, LB: 1996-2007 Miami, 
2008 Dallas 

DeMarcus Ware, LB : 2005-2013 Dallas, 
2014-2016 Denver 

Reggie Wayne, WR: 2001-2014 Indpls 
Patrick Willis, LB: 2007-2014 San Fran. 
Bryant Young, DL: 1994-2007 San Fran. 
The modern-era player finalists are 
determined by a vote of the Hall’s 
Selection Committee, a process that 
began with 122 nominees. That group 
of nominees was trimmed to 26 semifi- 
nalists in Nov. 

The Pro Football Hall of Fame Class 

of 2022 will be inducted during NFL 
Honors Thursday, Feb. 10. 


DEFENSIVE STATS 

TEAM TCK INT FF SCK 
Seattle 1100 8 6 -— 29.0 
N.Y. Giants 1031 13. 10 29.0 
N.Y. Jets 987 6 11 32.0 
L.A. Rams 986 16 11 42.0 
Minnesota 977 14 13 44.0 
Philadelphia 972 11 11 25.0 
Atlanta 970 9 10 16.0 
Pittsburgh 967 9 15 43.0 
Houston 966 16 15 30.0 
Las Vegas 957 5 8 31.0 
Jacksonville 944 6 4 26.0 
L.A. Chargers 938 11 17 31.0 
Detroit 929 9 8 25.0 
Cincinnati 905 12 13 41.0 
Miami 901 13 14 45.0 
Washington 900 9 9 34.0 
New England 886 20 10 33.0 
Arizona 884 12 17 39.0 
San Francisco 884 6 20 40.0 
Kansas City 883 15 17 26.0 
Chicago 881 6 8 42.0 
New Orleans 880 16 8 36.0 
Carolina 878 9 11 36.0 
Cleveland 876 =12 8 37.0 
Indianapolis 872 17 15 30.0 
Tampa Bay 862 16 13 44.0 
Tennessee 853 15 9 37.0 
Buffalo 836 =619 8 28.0 
Dallas 826 25 13 37.0 
Baltimore 825 6 7 32.0 
Denver 825 13 6 35.0 
Green Bay 820 18 8 36.0 


TCK-combined tackles; INT-intercep- 
tions; FF-force fumbles; SCK-sacks 


TACKLES TM CBB SOLO 


Bobby Wagner Sea 170 93 


Foyesade Oluokun Atl 166 88 


Jordyn Brooks Sea 155 89 
Roquan Smith Chi 148 87 
C.J. Mosley NYJ 142 85 


De’Vondre Campbell GB 138 95 
Denzel Perryman LVR 138 89 


Eric Kendricks Min 134 15 
Alex Singleton Phi 129 77 
Kyzir White LAC 126 83 
Deion Jones Atl 123 77 
Devin White TB 122 82 
Cole Holcomb Was 120 72 
SOLO TACKLES SOLO A TFL 
De’Vondre Campbell GB 95 43 5 
Bobby Wagner Sea 93 77 3 
Jordyn Brooks Sea 89 66 8 
Denzel Perryman LVR 89 49 5 
Foyesade Oluokun All 88 78 4 
Roquan Smith Chi 87 61 10 
C.J. Mosley NYJ 85 57 2 
Kyzir White LAC 83 43 7 
Devin White TB 82 40 7 
INTERCEPTIONS ™ INT YDS 
Trevon Diggs Dal 11 142 
J.C. Jackson NE 7 92 
Amani Oruwariye Det 6 673 
Kevin Byard Ten 5 =. 66 
Quandre Diggs Sea 5 668 
Rasul Douglas GB 5 105 
Micah Hyde Buf 5 659 
Xavier McKinney NYG 5 «64 
Jordan Poyer Buf 5 6887 
Justin Simmons Den 5 676 
Xavien Howard Mia 4 17 
Kenny Moore Ind 4 78 
Byron Murphy Ari 4 49 
Adrian Phillips NE 4 39 
Patrick Surtain II Den 4 70 
Logan Wilson Cin 4 31 


INT.RETURNTDS TM TD INT PD 


Trevon Diggs Dal 2 ll 2) 


Rasul Douglas GB 2 5 12 
Mike Edwards TB 2 3 7 


FORCED FUMBLES TM FF FR 
Joey Bosa LAC 6 0 
Darius Leonard Ind 6 3 
Josh Norman SF 6 0 
Nick Bosa SF 4 0 
Markus Golden Ari 4 2 
Mike Hughes KC 4 1 
Chandler Jones Ari 4 1 
T.J. Watt Pit 4 3 
SACKS ™ SK QBH 
T.J. Watt Pit 17,5 31 
Robert Quinn Chi = 17.0 19 
Nick Bosa SF 15.0 30 
Myles Garrett Cle 15.0 29 
Trey Hendrickson = Cin 14.0 25 
Micah Parsons Dal 13.0 29 
Matt Judon NE 17,5 25 
Aaron Donald LAR 12.0 23 
Markus Golden Ari 11.0 19 
Harold Landry Ten 11.0 71 


Haason Reddick Car 11.0 18 
Shaquil Barrett TB 10.0 22 


Joey Bosa LAC 9.5 20 
Chandler Jones Ari 9.5 23 
Brian Burns Car 9.0 17 
Leonard Floyd LAR 9.0 17 


Yannick Ngakoue LVR 9.0 19 
Emmanuel Ogbah Mia 9.0 24 


Jonathan Allen Was 8.5 ZT 
Rashan Gary GB 8.5 24 
Jaelan Phillips Mia 8.5 16 
Denico Autry Ten 8.0 17 


Jonathan Greenard Hou 8.0 12 
Cameron Heyward Pit 8.0 14 
Cameron Jordan NO 8.0 18 
Azeez Ojulari : 
Preston Smith GB 8.0 15 
Marcus Davenport NO 15 13 
Javon Hargrave Phi 15 18 


Charles Harris Det 7.5 15 
Sam Hubbard Cin 7.5 17 
Jeffery Simmons Ten 7.5 14 
Chris Jones KC 7.0 14 


TACKLES FORLOSS TM TFL SK 


Nick Bosa SF 19 15.0 
Micah Parsons Dal 18 13.0 
Aaron Donald LAR 17 12.0 
Robert Quinn Chi 17 17.0 
T.J. Watt Pit il 17.5 


QBH-qb hits; through Week 16 





NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Dallas 11 4 O .733 457 307 
Philadelphia 8 7 0 .533 398 318 
Washington 6 9 0 .400 297 407 
e-N.Y.Giants 4 11 0 .267 248 365 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-TampaBay 11 4 0. .733 442 312 
Atlanta 7 8 O .467 278 400 
New Orleans 7 8 0 .467 316 305 
e-Carolina 5 10 0O .333 277 345 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-GreenBay 12 3 0. .800 383 324 
Minnesota 7 8 O .467 384 372 
e-Chicago 5 10 0 .333 265 373 
e-Detroit 2 12 1. .167 259 386 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
x-L.A.Rams 11 4 0O .733 416 326 
x-Arizona 10 5 OO .667 394 306 
SanFrancisco 8 7 0. .533 377 334 
e-Seattle 5 10 0 .333 306 307 


x-clinched playoff berth, y-division 


WEEK 17 

SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Atlanta at Buffalo, 1p.m. 
Jacksonville at New England, 1p.m. 
Kansas City at Cincinnati, 1p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Baltimore, 1p.m. 

Las Vegas at Indianapolis, 1p.m. 
Miami at Tennessee, 1p.m. 

N.Y. Giants at Chicago, 1p.m. 
Philadelphia at Washington, 1p.m. 
Tampa Bay at NY. Jets, 1p.m. 
Denver at L.A. Chargers, 4:05p.m. 
Houston at San Francisco, 4:05p.m. 
Arizona at Dallas, 4:25p.m. 
Carolina at New Orleans, 4:25p.m. 
Detroit at Seattle, 4:25p.m. 
Minnesota at Green Bay, 8:20p.m. 
MONDAY’S GAME 

Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 8:15p.m. 


WEEK 18 

SUNDAY, JAN. 9 

New Orleans at Atlanta, 1p.m. 

N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 1p.m. 

Cincinnati at Cleveland, 1p.m. 
Green Bay at Detroit, 1p.m. 

New England at Miami, 1p.m. 
Chicago at Minnesota, 1p.m. 
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 1p.m. 
Dallas at Philadelphia, 1p.m. 
Carolina at Tampa Bay, 1p.m. 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 1p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 1p.m. 
Tennessee at Houston, 1p.m. 
Kansas City at Denver, 4:25p.m. 

L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas, 4:25p.m. 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 4:25p.m. 
Seattle at Arizona, 4:25p.m. 

End of regular season 
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MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 Baylor (12-0) did not play. Next: 
at No. 8 lowa St., Saturday. 

No. 2 Duke (11-1) did not play. Next: at 
Notre Dame, Saturday. 

No. 3 Purdue (12-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 24 Wisconsin, Monday. 

No. 4 Gonzaga (11-2) at San Diego, ppd. 
Next: at Loyola Marymount, Saturday. 
No. 5 UCLA (8-1) vs. No. 9 Arizona, ppd.. 
Next: at Stanford, Thursday, Jan. 6. 
No. 6 Kansas (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. George Mason, Saturday. 

No. 7 Southern Cal (12-0) vs. Arizona 
State, ppd.. Next: at California, Thurs- 
day, Jan. 6. 

No. 8 lowa State (12-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 1 Baylor, Saturday. 

No. 9 Arizona (11-1) at No. 5 UCLA, ppd. 
Next: vs. Washington, Monday. 

No. 10 Michigan State (11-2) did not 
play. Next: at Northwestern, Sunday. 
No. 11 Auburn (12-1) did not play. Next: 
at South Carolina, Tuesday. 

No. 12 Houston (11-3) did not play. 
Next: at Temple, Sunday. 

No. 13 Ohio State (8-2) did not play. 
Next: at Nebraska, Sunday. 

No. 14 Tennessee (9-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Mississippi, Wednesday. 

No. 15 Seton Hall (9-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 22 Villanova, Saturday. 
No. 16 LSU (12-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 18 Kentucky, Tuesday. 

No. 17 Texas (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Saturday. 

No. 18 Kentucky (10-2) did nnot play. 
Next: vs. High Point, Friday. 

No. 19 Alabama (10-3) did not play. 
Next: at Florida, Wednesday. 

No. 20 Colorado State (10-0) did not 
play. Next: vs. Air Force, Tuesday. 

No. 21 Providence (12-1) did not play. 
Next: at DePaul, Saturday. 

No. 22 Villanova (8-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 15 Seton Hall, Saturday. 
No. 23 Xavier (11-2) did not play. Next: 
at Butler, Friday, Jan. 7. 

No. 24 Wisconsin (10-2) did not play 
Next: at No. 3 Purdue, Monday. 

No. 25 Texas Tech (10-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 8 lowa St., Wednesday 


THURSDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Holy Family 99, Dist. of Columbia 68 
Rutgers 80, Maine 64 

Waynesburg 83, Stevenson 69 
SOUTH 

Coastal Carolina 94, La.-Monroe 64 
Kennesaw St. 108, Toccoa Falls 51 
La.-Lafayette 71, Appalachian St. 55 
McNeese St. 115, Ecclesia 66 
Oglethorpe 81, Piedmont 66 

Old Dominion 82, FIU 77 

Stetson 77, Point (Ga.) 65 

MIDWEST 

Centre 70, Spalding 51 

Missouri St. 103, Evangel 56 

Mount Union 107, Lycoming 61 
Oakland 79, Robert Morris 61 
Viterbo 61, Milwaukee Engineering 58 
Wabash 75, Oberlin 74 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1. South Carolina (12-1) lost to 
Missouri 70-69 (OT). Next: at No. 19 
LSU, Thursday. 

No. 2. Stanford (8-3) did not play. Next: 
at Washington State, Sunday. 

No. 3. Louisville (11-1) beat Boston 
College 79-49. Next: at No. 16 Georgia 
Tech, Sunday. 

No. 4. Arizona (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Washington Sate., Friday, Jan. 7. 
No. 5. NC State (12-2) beat Clemson 
79-52. Next: at #24 North Carolina, Thu. 
No. 6. Maryland (10-3) at Illinois, ppd. 
Next: at No. 8 Indiana, Sunday. 

No. 7. Tennessee (12-1) beat Alabama 
62-44. Next: at Arkansas, Sunday. 

No. 8. Indiana (10-2) vs. Rutgers, ppd. 
Next: vs. No. 6 Maryland, Sunday. 

No. 9. Michigan (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 25 Ohio State, Friday. 

No. 10. Baylor (10-2) did not play, Next: 
at Kansas State, Sunday. 

No. 11. UConn (6-3) did not play. Next: 
at Georgetown, Wednesday. 

No. 12. Texas (9-1) did not play. Next: 
at Oklahoma State, Sunday. 

No. 13. Georgia (11-2) lost to No. 19 LSU 
68-62. Next: at Florida, Sunday. 

No. 14. lowa State (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. West Virginia, Sunday. 

No. 15. Duke (9-2) lost to Va. Tech 77-55. 
Next: vs. #17 Notre Dame, Sunday. 

No. 16. Georgia Tech (10-2) at Pitt, ppd. 
Next: vs. #3 Louisville, Sunday. 

No. 17. Notre Dame (11-2) vs. Virginia, 
ppd. Next: vs. No. 15 Duke, Sunday. 

No. 18. BYU (10-1) vs. San Diego. Next: 
vs. Portland, Sunday. 

No. 19. LSU (13-1) beat No. 13 Georgia 
68-62. Next: vs. #23 Texas A&M, Sunday. 
No. 20. Kentucky (7-3) vs. Auburn, ppd. 
Next: vs. Mississippi State, Monday. 
No. 21. lowa(6-3) at Penn State, ppd. 
Next: vs. Illinois, Sunday. 

No. 22. South Florida (10-4) did not 
play. Next: vs. Memphis, Sunday. 

No. 23. Texas A&M (10-2) vs. Vander- 
bilt, ppd. Next: at No. 19 LSU, Sunday. 
No. 24. North Carolina (12-0) beat Syra- 
cuse 79-43. Next: vs. Clemson, Sunday. 
No. 25. Ohio State (9-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Michigan, Friday. 


WORL RANKINGS 

RK. GOLFER COUNTRY AVG 
1. Jon Rahm Spain 9.53 
2. Collin Morikawa U.S. 8.76 
3. Dustin Johnson U.S. 7.12 
4. Patrick Cantlay U.S. 6.46 


5. Bryson DeChambeau U.S. 6.43 
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Hall of Fame coach and longtime broadcaster John 
Madden died Tuesday. He was 85. Madden was beloved 
by generations of football fans. GETTY FILE 


COMMENTARY 


Madden's way 
one of a kind 


By Jim Litke 


Associated Press 


Somehow, he made 
every game feel fresh. 

So it barely mattered 
whether you first ran 
across John Madden 
as the growling, grizzly 
bear-sized coach of the 
Raiders, the big, boom- 
ing soundtrack of the 
NFL, or the guy with the 
“what-me-worry?” smile 
peeking out from the slot 
on a video-game console. 
All three generations of 
football fans faithfully 
followed in his wake 
because every run-in with 
Madden after was bound 
to yield something new. 

Madden riffed about 
dogs, turkey legs and 
once he got his hands ona 
telestrator, did animated 
bits about Gatorade 
buckets being part of a 
family and Troy Aikman’s 
inability to grow a beard. 
Madden never lost his 
delight in illuminating 
the little dramas that took 
place at the edges of the 
TV camera’s eye. 

He even waited some 
30 years to reveal what 
surprised him most about 
the crowning achieve- 
ment of his time on the 
sidelines — the Raiders’ 
1976 Super Bowl champi- 
onship. 

“T was told it took five 
or six guys to lift me up,” 
Madden began the tale, 
“then they dropped me. 

... But it was the happiest 
moment of my life.” 

Madden laid down the 
template for what would 
become one of the most 
influential careers the 
game has ever seen early 
in his tenure as a coach. 
Owner Al Davis had just 
handed over the reins 
of one of NFL’s surliest 
franchises to the then-32- 
year-old assistant in 1969, 
and there were a half- 
dozen or more successful 
role models from which 


IN BRIEF 


to choose — among them, 
Vince Lombardi, Tom 
Landry, Don Shula and 
George Allen, all of them 
with hard-earned reputa- 
tions as disciplinarians. 

Even then, Madden 
decided to go his own 
way. 

“The fewer rules a 
coach has,” he announced 
with flawless logic, “the 
fewer rules there are to 
break.” 

The tributes pour- 
ing in since Madden’s 
death Tuesday at age 85 
focused on the “every- 
man” facet of his person- 
ality. Of course, not every 
man spends most of his 
adult life working within 
earshot of a microphone. 
And what came out of 
Madden’s mouth at big 
moments in the biggest 
games sounded at times 
like spontaneous combus- 
tion — Boom! Whap! 
Boink! Oof! Bam! 

But Madden made 
it a point to resonate 
with fans beyond the 
emotional level. He was a 
teacher, trying to make an 
often overly complicated 
game understandable. 

Ultimately, what most 
folks will remember 
about Madden largely 
reflects where in their 
own lives they first found 
him. Patriots coach Bill 
Belichick was asked what 
he would recall. “John is 
just a tremendous person 
to be around,” Belichick 
said. “I think we all, prob- 
ably, try to have a good 
professional career. John 
had about five,” 

Belichick went on to 
laud him as acoach, a 
champion for scouting 
and supporting minority 
players, an advocate for 
player safety, a broad- 
caster and icon whose 
video game his own play- 
ers still relished. 

“Whatever was called 
for, he always seemed to 
have the right words.” 


Ware, Hester, Johnson 
Ist-time Hall finalists 


News services 


Pass-rush specialist 
DeMarcus Ware, receiver 
Andre Johnson and 
returner Devin Hester, all 
in their first year of eligi- 
bility, are finalists for the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame’s 
class of 2022. 

The 15 modern-day 
players announced Thurs- 
day who will be considered 
Jan. 18 by the selection 
committee include, among 
others, tackle Tony Boselli, 
in his sixth year as a final- 
ist, and defensive lineman 
Richard Seymour, in his 
fourth year. 

A maximum of five 
modern-day players can be 
elected for enshrinement 
in August. The inductees 
will be announced Feb. 10. 


Colleges: UConn settled 
a federal gender equity 
lawsuit, reaching an agree- 
ment to keep its women’s 
rowing program for at least 
the next five years. The suit 
was filed by 12 rowers after 
the school announced in 
2020 that the sport would 
be among several elimi- 
nated in budget cuts. 


NBA: The Warriors-Nug- 
gets game in Denver was 


postponed because the 
Nuggets didn’t have the 
league-minimum eight 
players available to start 
the contest. 


NFL: Ravens QB Lamar 
Jackson didn’t practice, 
a day after he limped 
badly in his return to the 
field. The absence puts 
the former league MVP’s 
availability in doubt for 
Sunday’s critical game 
against the Rams. 


NHL: The Wild signed 
coach Dean Evason and his 
staff to multiyear contract 
extensions. Evason, 57, is 
in his second full season 
as the Wild coach after 
replacing Bruce Boudreau 
in February 2020. The 
Wild are well on their 
way to a third consecutive 
playoff appearance with 
Evason in charge. 


Tennis: French Open 
finalist Anastasia Pavly- 
uchenkova tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19, casting 
doubt on her place in the 
Australian Open beginning 
Jan. 17. The 30-year-old 
Russian said she’s “fully 
vaccinated” and is isolat- 
ing after arriving in Austra- 
lia on Tuesday. 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Wednesday: at Georgetown, 


7p.m., SNY 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Jan. 8: at Seton Hall, 
noon, FOX 


UCONN 








UConn 


from Page 1 


On Dec. 25, multiple 
members of the program, 
including Hurley, started 
testing positive for COVID- 
19. The team as a whole 
hasn’t fully practiced since 
Dec. 20, which was the 
day before the victory over 
Marquette. The Huskies 
currently have five to six 
players who have tested 
negatively repeatedly for 
COVID-19 and have shown 
no symptoms. Those play- 
ers have been doing some 
weightlifting in small groups 
and workouts with coaches 
who don’t have symptoms 
and have tested negative. 

While the chaos COVID- 
19 has caused for the 
Huskies roster, it has given 
forward Adama Sanogo 
more time to recover from 
from his abdominal strain. 
He has the chance to have 
no minutes restrictions 
when UConn plays Seton 
Hall on Jan. 8. Sanogo made 
his return after a four-game 
absence in UConn’s 78-70 
win against Marquette, 
playing 13 minutes. 

“By the time next week 
rolls around, he (Sanogo) 
could be looking fully 
cleared without restric- 
tions,” Hurley said. “It’s 
such a challenging injury, 
an abdominal tear and just 
not having the time to build 


Big East 


from Page 1 


canceled conference games 
because they failed to meet 
the league’s threshold for 
play. While initially Big 
East policy was that a team 
that couldn’t field enough 
players had to forfeit, as 
the omicron variant rapidly 
spread throughout not just 
basketball but the world, 
the conference changed 
its policy: Now, games are 
canceled if teams don’t 
have at least seven scholar- 
ship players and one count- 
able coach available, and 
the league is attempting to 
reschedule those games, 
already doingso for three of 
11 affected contests. 

There was some specu- 
lation among fans that the 
Huskies would make up the 
Xavier game next week, but 
Hurley essentially ruled that 
out by saying that the team 
wouldn’t have enough avail- 
able players. 

So when could those 
games be made up? UConn’s 
schedule will pick up with 
16 conference games sched- 
uled between Jan. 8 and 
March 5, not including the 
two that are possibly going 
to be rescheduled. Hurley 
is optimistic that, with so 
many players catching the 
virus now and possibly 
developing immunity, this 
may be the last time the 
Huskies will have to cancel 
games this season. 

Hurley didn’t detail how 
much say a coach has in 
the rescheduling process, 
particularly if he fears his 
team won’t have enough 
rest in between games, 
instead indicating that 
discussions with the Big 
East largely lie in the hands 
of athletic director David 
Benedict. But Seton Hall AD 
Bryan Felt told the Ashbury 
Park Press this week that 
the conference has full 
authority to reschedule 
games, adding that “you’re 
going to have to resched- 
ule some programs that are 
coming off four days’ rest 
against others that have one 
day’s rest. That’s the nature 
of the beast with this kind of 
thing. You’re going to have 
some inequalities.” 

Among the other param- 
eters for rescheduling, 


up any strength or cardio. 
.. The hard part for him is 
we haven’t been able to get 
him going because of all the 
chaos that has broken out 
because of all the positives.” 

Hurley said he hopes 
the two missed games this 
week, against Xavier on 
Dec. 28, and Butler on Jan. 
1, are the only disruptions 
for COVID-19 for the rest of 
the season. 

There has been no 
suggestion to pause the 
season or to play inabubble 
among Big East coaches, 
according to Hurley. The 
biggest discussion has been 
on the new CDC isolation 
policy regarding COVID- 
19 positives, which allows 
people to come out of isola- 
tion after five days ifasymp- 
tomatic. 

Hurley doesn’t anticipate 
UConn playing its makeup 
games before Jan. 8 even 
if the new CDC five-day 
isolation policy is adopted. 
In fact, look for UConn to be 
shorthanded against Seton 
Hall on Jan. 8 and against St. 
John’s on Jan. 12. 

“We are likely to be with- 
out players on Jan. 8 and 
likely to be without play- 
ers for the St. John’s game 
as well,” Hurley said. “The 
timing of people getting 
symptoms and positive tests 
was kind of staggered with 
us, so I think you are going to 
see ... players come backina 
staggered fashion.” 


according to Felt: Teams 
can’t play on back-to-back 
days, nor can they have 
three games in a week in 
consecutive weeks. Fox 
Sports, which owns the Big 
East broadcast rights, will 
play a “significant hand in 
the [rescheduling] process,” 
with arena availability nota 
high priority. Felt also said 
the rescheduling will be 
handled chronologically. 

“They wanted a ton of 
information obviously 
leading into these last two 
cancellations,” Hurley 
said of the league’s role so 
far. “We tried in every way 
possible to make them 
aware that we were down to 
being below the threshold 
of seven available players, 
whether we were at five or 
six guys that we could bring 
out there who were fully 
healthy. 

“We obviously left it in 
the hands of Stu [Jack- 
son, executive associate 
commissioner for men’s 
basketball] and Val [Acker- 
man, Big East commis- 
sioner]. These are certainly 
times where they’ve got to 
make the best decisions, 
both from a Big East stand- 
point, but also from a play- 
er-wellness standpoint. This 
is where they’ve got to step 
up and do their job.” 

The biggest discus- 
sion point among Big 
East coaches, accord- 
ing to Hurley, is not about 
rescheduling but how the 
conference will adjust its 
isolation timeline for indi- 
viduals with COVID-19. 
Currently, the requirement 
is to isolate for 10 days, but 
the CDC recently updated 
its guidance to allow asymp- 
tomatic individuals to exit 
isolation after five days but 
wear a mask for at least five 
more after that. Those who 
have symptoms after five 
days of isolation are still 
advised to stay home until 
they feel better and then 
wear a mask after that. 

“T’d say that that is prob- 
ably the thing that’s being 
discussed the most, ‘Are 
we going to adhere to those 
new guidelines?” Hurley 
said. “Obviously, it’s got to go 
through the university, the 
state, local health [officials], 
but, when will that kick in, 
the move from the 10-day 
to the five-day [isolation]?” 


Did you know? 


Over time, the plastic coating on headlights can 
become so clouded or yellowed that they give off only 20 
percent of the light they had when you first bought the car. 
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The first lottery pick from UConn since 2012, James Bouknight is in the NBA with the Hornets. MATT KELLEY/AP 


Year 


from Page 1 


be and how much we should savor it 
when we have it. 

There were, other days, other 
moments from 2021 we should remem- 
ber as COVID-19 disrupts the sports 
world yet again with the year winding 
down. Here’s a look at some of our top 
moments. 


UConn men back 
in the Big Dance 


After a five-year absence, the UConn 
men returned to the NCAA Tourna- 
ment. Their season ravaged by COVID- 
19 outbreaks, they managed to play 
enough games and, with a series of 
clutch victories, built a bid-worthy 
resume. 

Then came the final 45:07 of the 
season. The Huskies faded down the 
stretch against Creighton in the Big 
East Tournament semifinals and laid 
an egg in the NCAA’s first round, losing 
to Maryland, 86-76. Coach Dan Hurley 
made 45:07 an offseason theme and 
came into this season ranked in Top 25. 

A sold-out crowd of 15,564 were 
present at the XL Center on Dec. 18 
in the Huskies’ first Big East contest 
in front of fans since returning to the 
conference. UConn lost 57-53 to Prov- 
idence and dropped out of the ranking. 
Now, COVID has halted their season 
again. 

As 2022 begins, the UConn men 
program isn’t all the way back to national 
prominence but is well on its way. 


UConn women still 
pursuing title No. 12 


Led by freshman sensation Paige 
Buckers, the national player of the year, 
the UConn women knocked off Iowa 
and won a gritty game, with the help 
of an official’s no-call on a potential 
game-changing foul, against Baylor to 
make it to the Women’s Final Four for 
the 13th year in row. For the fourth year 
in arow, it ended there. 

There, the Huskies ran into Arizona 
and Aari McDonald, who scored 26 
points to take down the Huskies 69-59. 

The new season began with the 
promise of a dominant UConn team, 
but four players were injured in the 
early weeks, including Bueckers, who 
is out until February, and freshman star 
Azzi Fudd. The Huskies will have to 
fight through a rough patch, until they 
get healthy in time for the tournament. 


UConn football starting 
over with Jim Mora 


It was another terrible year for 
UConn football, its first as an indepen- 
dent program. The Huskies finished 
1-11, losing seven games by at least four 
touchdowns. After a loss to FCS Holy 
Cross in Week 2, head coach Randy 
Edsall retired and interim coach Lou 
Spanos stepped in. 

UConn director of athletics David 
Benedict had plenty of time to find a 
new coach. On Nov. 11, Benedict star- 
tled the UConn-mocking college foot- 
ball establishment by hiring Jim Mora, 
who had coached in the NFL and at 
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UCLA. Mora has thrown himself into 
the challenge of turning UConn foot- 
ball into a respectable brand. With a 
long way to go before Mora’s debut, 
there is at least a new air of optimism 
surrounding the program. 


Sun rise in the WNBA 


The Connecticut Sun finished the 
regular season with a 26-6 record, 
best in the WNBA, and Jonquel Jones 
captured the league’s MVP award, 
but the Sun are still searching for that 
elusive first title. The Chicago Sky elim- 
inated the Sun in Game 4 of the semi- 
finals, then beat the Diana Taurasi-led 
Phoenix Mercury to take the 2021 title. 


Triumph and 
upheaval at Hartford 


John Gallagher led the University of 
Hartford men’s basketball team to the 
America East title and into the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time, where the 
Hawks lost to eventual national cham- 
pion Baylor. But at the hour of great- 
est triumph, the rug was pulled out. In 
April, the school’s plan to downgrade to 
Division ITI leaked out and were later 
approved by the Board of Regents. The 
Hawks are fighting to get back to the 
tournament and still fighting to reverse 
the plan as the new year opens. 


Connecticut 
Olympians shine 


The Tokyo Olympics were delayed a 
year, but it didn’t keep ageless former 
UConn stars Sue Bird, 41, and Diana 
Taurasi, 38, from winning their fifth 
gold medals in women’s basketball. 
Fellow former UConn women’s basket- 
ball player Stefanie Dolson helped the 
U.S. women win gold in the inaugural 
Olympic 3x3 event. 

Stratford native and USWNT goal- 
keeper Alyssa Naeher led the U.S. 
squad to a bronze medal after a 4-3 
victory over Australia. 

Kieran Smith, a 2018 Ridgefield High 
graduate, won a bronze medal in the 
400-meter freestyle in swimming. 


Harvard stuns 
Yale in The Game 


With more than 49,000 fans at Yale 
Bowl on Nov. 20, the Yale-Harvard 
football game was the most attended 
sporting event in the state since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. Yale 
seemed to have the game in hand, but 
as a cold day turned colder, Harvard 
staged a last-ditch drive to win it with 
a spectacular touchdown catch by Kym 
Wimberly. 


Hartford Yard Goats 
back in business 


The Hartford Yard Goats returned 
to Dunkin’ Donuts Park in May 11 and 
to full capacity a week later. Soon the 
Double-A Yard Goats were stringing 
sellouts together. The USL’s Hartford 
Athletic was back, too, and so were the 
AHL’s Hartford Wolf Pack. Connecti- 
cut’s minor league professional teams 
has varying degrees of success, but 
the chance to return to watch was a 
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welcome sign of normality. 


The future of 
baseball and 


high school highlights 


The spring high school season was 
fairly normal, except for East Catho- 
lic’s extraordinary lefthander Frank 
Mozzicato, who at one point threw 
four consecutive no-hitters. He struck 
out 17 in winning the Class M champi- 
onship game and then was selected No. 
7 overall by the Kansas City Royals in 
the MLB draft, signing for $5 million. 

In football’s return after not play- 
ing in 2020 due to COVID-19, Darien, 
Maloney, Killingly and the Crom- 
well-Portland co-op emerged as state 
champions. 

The boys and girls basketball seasons 
are in full swing, with hopes the 
Omicron variant doesn’t disrupt their 
seasons for a third year inarow. UConn 
recruit Donovan Clingan, a 7-foot-l 
senior at Bristol Central, continues to 
garner national attention. 

Conard’s Gavin Sherry, who 
announced this fall that he and his 
twin brother Callum will be headed 
to Stanford next year, broke records 
in the 1,600 and 3,200 at the State 
Open outdoor track championships. 
Sherry, who won the State Open and 
New England cross country titles this 
fall, also finished third in the Eastbay 
national cross country championships 
in San Diego in December. 


Comings, goings 
and what you 


may have missed 


Coaching legend Jim Calhoun, 79, 
retired asecond time. Calhoun stepped 
aside at the University of Saint Joseph 
in West Hartford, where he started 
up the Division III men’s basketball 
program and went 47-17. He coached 
UConn men to three NCAA titles 
before retiring in 2012. ... UConn’s 
James Bouknight, was picked 11th 
in the NBA draft by the Charlotte 
Hornets. ... Huskies great Kemba 
Walker was cast off by the Celtics and 
ended up with his hometown New York 
Knicks. Benched by coach Tom Thibo- 
deau, Walker re-emerged with a series 
of brilliant performances in Decem- 
ber. ... Harry Bellucci retired after 42 
years of coaching football at Bulkeley 
and Hartford Public. Ray Reid, who 
won an NCAA men’s soccer national 
championship at UConn and three at 
Southern Connecticut State University, 
retired after a long career in Connecti- 
cut soccer. Chris Gbani, who scored the 
winning goal in UConn’s champion- 
ship game in 2000, succeeds Reid as 
coach. ... Matt Barnes, from Bethel and 
UConn, made the MLB All-Star team 
for the first time as the Red Sox’s closer. 
His former college teammate, George 
Springer, signed a $125 million free 
agent deal with the Toronto Blue Jays. 
... Weini Kelati smashed the women’s 
record at the Manchester Road Race, 
which returned on Thanksgiving Day 
after a year’s hiatus due to COVID-19. 
Kelati won the Thanksgiving race in 
22:55 and broke the record by over a 
minute. 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF SEMIFINALS PREVIEW 





COTTON BOWL CLASSIC 


No.1 Alabama (12-1) vs. No. 4 Cincinnati (13-0 ) 
AT&T Stadium, Arlington, Texas, 3:30 p.m., ESPN 


Line: Alabama by 13 2, according to FanDuel Sportsbook. 


Series record: Alabama leads 5-0. 


WHAT'S AT STAKE 


The winner moves on to the national championship game. Cincinnati, the 
nation’s only undefeated team, is the first non-Power Five conference team to 
make the CFP. Defending champ Alabama is in its seventh semifinal game in 
the eight seasons of the four-team format. The Crimson Tide have won their 
last five semifinal games, with three national titles in that span. 


KEY MATCHUP 

Cincinnati All-American CB Ahmad 
“Sauce” Gardner vs. Alabama 
All-American WR Jameson 
Williams: Gardner has developed 
from a scrawny, 160-pound freshman 
into one of the nation’s most feared 
defensive backs who has never 

given up a touchdown in coverage. 
Williams, a transfer from Ohio State, 
has 68 catches and leads the SEC 
with 1,445 yards receiving (21.2 yards 
per catch) and 15 TDs. He has 


- 





Cincinnati running back Jerome 
Ford, who began his college career at 
Alabama, has run for 1,242 yards and 
19 TDs this season. JEFF DEAN/AP 


Player spotlight 


Aidan Hutchinson, Senior, DE, Michigan 
0000008000080 800800800808 
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33 solo tackles, 255 assists in2021 


0000808080008 800 
14 sacks, 2 forced fumbles 


m Hutchinson, whose 
father, Chris, was 

a star defensive 
lineman for Michigan, 
became the third 
defensive player to be 
Heisman runner-up 
and first since Notre 
Dame linebacker 
Manti Te’o in 2012. 





11 catches of at least 50 yards, 
including TDs of 67 and 50 yards 
in the SEC title game. 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Cincinnati: RB Jerome Ford, the 
former transfer from Alabama who in 
his second season with the Bearcats 
has run for 1,242 yards and 19 TDs. 
‘Bama has allowed only 82.8 yards 
rushing per game. 

Alabama: Bryce Young is the first 
Alabama QB to win the Heisman 
Trophy and is trying to become the 
school’s fifth first-year starter since 
2009 to win anational title. 


FACTS & FIGURES 

Alabama is 5-0 in games played at 
AT&T Stadium, the home of the 
NFL’s Cowboys. That includes two 
CFP semifinal games, 38-0 over 
Michigan State in the Cotton Bowl six 
years ago and 31-14 over Notre Dame 
last New Year’s Day in a Rose Bowl 
relocated from Pasadena because of 
COVID-19 restrictions in California. ... 
‘Bama sophomore LB Will Anderson 
leads the nation with 15 ’%2 sacks and 
32 2 tackles for the loss. ... Cincinnati 
coach Luke Fickell was the Ohio State 
defensive coordinator when the 
Buckeyes won the inaugural CFP title 
over Oregon at AT&T Stadium. The 
Buckeyes won their semifinal game 
that season over Alabama. ... Cincy 
OB Desmond Ridder holds the AAC 
and school career record with 12,280 
total yards. ... Cincinnati is 22-1 since 
the start of the 2020 season. The 
only loss was 24-21 in the Peach Bowl 
last New Year’s Day when Georgia 
kicked a field goal with three seconds 
left. 


— Associated Press 
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WHAT'S AT STAKE 
A spot in the national championship game, but the Wolverines and Bulldogs 
have taken different paths. Georgia has been ranked in the top five all season, 
and was the unanimous No.1 team in the country for about two months. Ina 
breakthrough season for coach Jim Harbaugh, Michigan became the first team 
to start a season unranked and reach the playoff. 


ORANGE BOWL 


No. 2 Michigan (12-1) vs. No. 3 Georgia (12-1) 
Hard Rock Stadium, Miami Gardens, Fla., 7:30 p.m., ESPN 


Player spotlight 


Bryce Young, Soph., OB, Alabama 
0000800808000 80800808008080080 
0000800808000 80800808008080808 
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Comp.: 314 
Att.: 462 
Avg.: 9.4 
Long: 94 
Sacked: 33 
Rating: 175.5 


m Young is Alabama’s 
fourth Heisman winner, 
allin the last 13 years 
under coach Nick Saban. 
Only four schools have 
won more: Notre Dame, 
Ohio State, Oklahoma 
and Southern California 
each have won seven. 


Line: Georgia by 7 2, according to FanDuel Sportsbook. 
Series record: Tied 1-1. 





KEY MATCHUP 

Georgia’s interior defensive line vs. 
Michigan’s interior offensive line: 
Massive NG Jordan Davis (6-foot-6, 
340 pounds) anchors the Georgia 
line and gets alot of help from 

DTs Devonte Wyatt and Jalen Carter. 
The Bulldogs allow just 2.61 yards per 
rush and have given up only three 
rushing touchdowns, fewest in the 
nation. Michigan won the Joe Moore 
Award, given to the top offensive line 
in the nation. The group, led by 

C Andrew Vastardis, has been better 
than the sum of the parts, paving the 
way for Michigan to run for 223 yards 
per game and 39 TDs. 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Georgia: TE Brock Bowers. 

The freshman has become the 
Bulldogs’ most dynamic receiver, 
leading the team in catches (47), 
yards receiving (791) and TDs (11). 
Michigan: DE Aidan Hutchinson. 
The Heisman Trophy runner-up has 
been a game-wrecker. 


FACTS & FIGURES 

Former walk-on Stetson Bennett is 
still Georgia’s starting OB despite a 
rough outing in the SEC title-game 
loss to Alabama. Bennett took over 
early in the season after JT Daniels 
was injured and never relinquished 
the job, throwing 24 TD passes and 
seven interceptions. ... Michigan has 
used two quarterbacks all season. 
Cade McNamara takes the vast 
majority of the snaps, but highly 
touted freshman J.J. McCarthy gets 
used a few times per game, often 


Kirby Smart. In the 2017 season, the 
Bulldogs won a semifinal at the Rose 
Bowl in overtime before losing the 
national title game in OT to Alabama. 
... Michigan is making its first playoff 
appearance after winning the 

Big Ten for the first time since 2004. 
... Georgia is No. 1in the country in 
scoring defense at 9.5 points allowed 
per game. Michigan is fourth at 

16.1. 


— Associated Press 
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Freshman tight end Brock Bowers, 
who leads Georgia in receptions, 








Today’s non-CFP bowl games 


GATOR BOWL 
No. 17 Wake Forest (10-3) vs. 
Rutgers (5-7) 11 a.m., ESPN 


KEY MATCHUP 

Wake Forest’s high-scoring offense 
vs Rutgers’ defense: The Demon 
Deacons average a school-record 
41.9 points, which ranks second in 
the ACC and fifth in the nation. Sam 
Hartman has thrown for 3,924 yards 
and 36 touchdowns this season. 

He also has 11 rushing scores. The 
receiving duo of Jaquarii Roberson 
and A.T. Perry have combined for 


118 catches for 2,136 yards and 21 TDs. 





SUN BOWL 
Central Michigan (8-4) vs. 
Washington State (7-5) Noon, CBS 


KEY MATCHUP 

Washington State QB Jayden de 
Laura vs. Central Michigan’s pass 
defense: The freshman QB playing 
his first full season is averaging 250 
yards passing per game with 23 TDs. 
The Chippewas are among the worst 
teams nationally against the pass, 
allowing an average of 

266 yards per game. 


— Associated Press 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TRIBUNE to take advantage of his mobility. ... receiving yards and receiving TDs, 
ILLUSTRATION Georgia is making its second was a second-team All-American 
OF AP FILE playoff appearance under coach this season. JOHN BAZEMORE/AP 


Purdue outlasts Tennessee in OT 


Associated Press 


Mitchell Fineran kicked a 
39-yard field goal in overtime 
and Purdue finished off its best 
season since 2003 by overcom- 
ing a 14-point deficit and beating 
Tennessee 48-45 on Thursday 
in a record-setting Music City 
Bowl in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Purdue (9-4) tied for the 
second-most wins in program 
history as only the 12th team 
in the Boilermakers’ 134-year 
history to win nine games. They 
also won their fifth game away 


from home, something they 
hadn’t done since 1943. 

Tennessee (7-6) missed a 
chance to make Josh Heupel the 
first Vols coach to cap his debut 
season with a bow] win since Bill 
Battle won the 1971 Sugar Bowl. 
The Vols also snapped a four- 
game bowl victory streak witha 
loss that dropped the SEC to 1-5 
this bow] season. 

This high-scoring game 
featured a flurry of big plays and 
points in the final five minutes 
only to see Purdue’s defense 
make the deciding play. 


Gamecocks beat UNC: South 
Carolina coach Shane Beamer 
had a bucket of mayonnaise 
dumped over his head Thurs- 
day, putting a memorable and 
messy finish on the Gamecocks’ 
38-21 victory over North Caro- 
lina in the Duke’s Mayo Bowl 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Jaheim Bell had five catches for 
159 yards and two TDs for South 
Carolina (7-6), which rebounded 
nicely after it lost 30-0 to Clem- 
son in its regular-season finale 
on Nov. 27. Kevin Harris added 
169 yards rushing and a score. 
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Arctic cold remains across the northern tier of states from the Rockies 
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to the Midwest, but for the time being at least, it will remain there. A cold 
front moving through Connecticut Sunday night will allow these much 
colder temperatures to arrive for Monday, in modified form and not a 
direct, long-lasting event. There could be some snow showers or squalls 
Sunday night into Monday morning. Until then, it will remain mostly cloudy 
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eet ee 80s) Normal for date 37 21 
Snow _ Rain 803 ; ene New First Full Last Recordfordate 59in 1984 -18 in 1917 
Jan 2 Jan9 Jani? Jan25 A year ago 40 20 
Range this year 99 1 
; Last 
AROUND THE WORLD Today's forecast in cities not included in the maps above: ote 90 75 PC al : Heating DegreeDays Season Normal Season 
Lisbon bo. G -ayaliey For July1-Dec30 1788 2136 1929 
Se Baltimore 62 50 C_ Nashville 71 64 C San Juan 84 73 PC Budapest 55 39 C rh See ol oe 
altimor vl an Ju udapes Madrid 61 39 S Tokyo 46 30 PC , 
ahem rf a : Bismarck -6-22 PC NewOrleans 83 70 C_ Tucson 60 47 R_ Buenos Aires 95 73 T MexicoCity 75 48 S ae 41 36SH 30-day Temperature History 
Caribou 33 24 c Boise 25-5 C NewYork 5349 C Wopip Cairo 65 51SH Milan 46 39SH Vancouver 2719PC 80 
Concord 38 31 c Buffalo 47 39 C Okla.City = 71 36 PC Cancun 85 73PC Montreal § 28 27PC Warsaw 45 44SH HIGHS 
Montpelier 37 29 C Charleston 77 63 C Omaha 36 5PC Amsterdam 55 48SH Dubai 84 70 R Moscow 28 TSN ““westher pads praducadiby aa 
Mt. Wash. 95 21 c Cincinnati 62 55 C Orlando 82 60PC Athens 57 41 C_ Dublin 57 45PC_ Nassau 82 66 PC oe 40 
Portland 36 31 c Cleveland 5147 C Pittsburgh 57 49 C Bangkok 93 73 S Edinburgh 55 48SH NewDelhi 66 43PC q 0A NS 
Woods Hole 49 41 C Indianapolis 59 49 C_ Raleigh 75 60PC Barbados 8572 S_ Helsinki 30 12 C Paris 57 48 C WESTERN 20 owes 
Jacksonville 83 59PC St.Louis 67 43 C_ Beijing 4119 S HongKong 70 63PC Prague 55 48PC- | CONNECTICUT =U sas ran rang 126 
NATION Las Vegas 5638 C SaltLakeCity 33 11 SF Beirut 71 59 C Istanbul 50 41 C Riode Janeiro 84 70SH , 
Albany 45 38 ¢ MiamiBeach 80 73PC SanAntonio 80 63 C_ Berlin 55 52 C Jerusalem 55 48SH Rome 6143 c UNIVERSITY Spell 39.99 Bot 39,9 hie 
Albuquerque 44 33 C Milwaukee 38 27PC_ San Diego 61 50SH Bermuda 73 66PC Johannesburg 79 59 T Seoul 518 S Weather Center arome er J. a a.m. - at3 p.m. 
Atlantic City 58 48 C  KEY:S Sunny, C Cloudy, PC Partly Cloudy, R Rain, SH Showers, SN Snow, SF Snow Flurries, TT-storms Singapore 88 72 T Dew point 40 atlp.m. 36 at12am. 
WEDNESDAY’S Sear Bre SE Eric 4 = . - 1 7 . FRIDAY’S COLLEGE WEDNESDAY’S LATE 'THURSDAY’S 
LATE HIGH SCHOOL c — 12 14 20 7 62. WINDHAM 74, CIVIC LEADERSHIP 22 SCHEDULE RESULTS RESULTS 
= 9 A 3, 2 A 3, 2 
RESULTS Bisa is- o wmowuucvenyeennse 3 MARTPORDSORDpORT2 —ANSSELARES.VERMONT 2 
YNOSORLOGHS®LWINOHAMTECH stodn AjssalsbenakrOss, | SAwdewtatnan.m —RQUREeRe PROVINCES ‘ABW HAMPSE VS ORRTHROUT 
Holiday Tournaments WINDHAM TECH (4-1): Dezmen Gaston Sienna Ortiz 7-0-14, Aliyah Cotto 2-0-5, Niagara at Quinnipiac, 2p.m. BAKERSFIELD 4, ONTARIO 3 (OT) LATE 


Fred Kelly Tourney (North Haven) 
NEWINGTON 67, LEDYARD 61 
LEDYARD (2-3): James Green 1-0-2, 
Peyton Luther 3-1-8, Liam Stahlbush 
3-5-11, Ryan Outlaw 10-2-22, Chris 
Clouston 1-0-2, Connor Keefe 2-3-7, 
Dorell Cagle 3-2-9. Totals 23-13-61. 
NEWINGTON (2-2): Alex Cucuta 6-3-18, 
Gavin Grey 6-1-13, Trey Guest 5-5-15, 
Nick Gagliardi 2-2-7, Sean Hurley 
2-5-10, Freddie Martinez 1-0-2, Noah 
Tharaldson 1-0-2. Totals 23-16-67. 


2-1-5, Daniel Toce 2-0-5, Alex John- 
son 2-1-5, Trey Lindsey 2-0-4, Brody 
Belanger 5-1-14, Brady Hughes 1-1-3, 
Daniel Meikle 4-0-8, Joey Johnson 
8-6-25. Totals 27-10-69. 

WINDSOR LOCKS (2-1): Jaydon Buckle 
16-3-35, Jaheime Thomas 4-0-10, Chris 
Vega 3-0-6, Allen Hinckley 1-0-2, Aidan 
Walker 6-0-13, Austin Smith 4-1-11, 
Malike Alassani 2-2-6, Jamari Murrell 
3-0-7. Totals 38-6-91. 


gusa-a WT ee 
N 8 28 15 16— 67 
i HALE-RAY 94, ELLIS TECH 27 

Yo s-g -(eled qa SHEEHAN 76, PUTNAM 44 

BERLIN 63, GRISWOLD 61 

Others WESTBROOK 59, LYMAN MEMORIAL 37 
HALL 5, SGWL 4 EAST HAMPTON AT SHEPAUG, PPD. 
H...\22 1-5 Holiday Tournaments 
S 711 _ ; Holiday Classic (Bristol Central) 


Goals: H—Ben Gerken, Matt Ganey, 
Joshua Orsey, Harry Fingold 

S—Ryan Martineau (2), Jordan Blais, 
Austin Renggli. Saves: H—Aeden 
Mallet,24 © S—Hunter Bascove, 14. 
Rec.: H—2-1 S—1-3. 

E.O. SMITH/TOLLAND 4, EASTERN CT 1 


BRISTOL CENTRAL 77, SOUTH 
WINDSOR 33 

SOUTH WINDSOR (3-3): Hakim Mont- 
gomery 2-0-4, Ben Brochu 7-0-19, Ty 
Casey 0-0-0, Colby Carr 0-0-0, Emeka 
Okoh 1-0-2, JP Dargati 3-1-8. Totals 
13-1-33. 

BRISTOL CENTRAL (4-0): Victor Rosa 
2-0-4, Mike Allen 1-0-2, Damion Glasper 


E 010-1 4-1-9, Tre Blair 2-0-4, Steve Alseph 
EOS 112-4 1-2-5, Mason Stokes 1-2-5, Aaron 
Goals: EOS—Keegan Hodgkinson (3), Brown 2-0-4, Dylan Brown 1-0-2, Carson 
Cam Sterling E—Gavin Rivoira 5-0-10, Donovan Clingan 13-0- 
Casagrande. Saves: EOS—Dan Polgun, 26; Julius Powell 2-0-4, John Manuel 
99 E—Cam McCollum, 31. Gomez 1-0-2. Totals 35-5-77. 
Rec.: EOS—5-0 E—2-3. SW 513 6 9— 33 
BC 18 18 22 19— 77 
GIRLS GYMNASTICS BRISTOL EASTERN 58, WOLCOTT 36 
Others WOLCOTT (0-3): Terrance Stevens 
FARMINGTON 120.4, ELLINGTON 105.1, aah arpa Seah 
NONNEWAUG 90.75 . : : 
Devin Fuezen 2-0-4, Alex Forte 1-0-2, 
Matt Cole 4-4-12, Teddy Macary 1-0-2. 
THURSDAY'S HIGH _ Totals 11-12-36. 
BRISTOL EASTERN (1-3): Nasir Walk- 
SCHOOL RESULTS er-Jenkins 9-9-27, Elijah Borgelin 3-3-9, 
BOYS BASKETBALL Lukas Sward 4-1-9, Nate Fries 1-0-2, 
Isaiah Lawrence-Bynum 3-0-6, Naseem 
CCC-East Walker-Jenkins 2-0-5. Totals 22-13-58. 


EAST HARTFORD AT EAST CATHOLIC, 
PPD. 

NCCC 

SMSA 75, BOLTON 48 

BOLTON (1-4): Finn Alibrio 1-0-3, 
Trevor Buchanan 7-5-23, Colby Marsh 
3-0-6, Cal Bulley 3-4-12, Matt Godek 
1-0-2, Michael McBride III 1-0-2. Totals 
16-9-48. 

SMSA (4-0): King Shaw 11-0-22, Miguel 
Varela 3-0-6, Nizayiah Bogar, Abijah 
Miller 4-0-8, Kemani Thompson 5-2-11, 
Daniel Hernandez 5-2-15, Zahkeer Kerr 
2-0-4. Totals 32-7-75. 


B 6 10 20 12— 48 
s 10 22 23 20— 75 


Note: Thompson had a double-double 
with 10steals, 8assists, Miller had 17 
rebounds and Shaw had 9rebounds. 
Others 

AEROSPACE 67, ENFIELD 54 

ENFIELD (1-2): Kaden Birkett 5-0-11, 
Nick Valentine 1-0-2, Fritz-Carly Andre 
3-0-6, Isaiah Plummer 1-0-3, Josiah 
Upson 2-0-5, Justin Paoletta 1-0-2, Alex 
Herron 4-0-9, Tighe Thebodeau 2-0-6, 
Jason Mahon 2-4-10. Totals 21-4-54. 
AEROSPACE (2-2): Rayquanne Bogle 
3-0-6, Alex Small 4-1-9, Kooper 
Ashmore 4-0-10, Justin Smith 4-0-9, 
Kevin Clark 10-7-27, Jalen Mitch- 

ell 1-0-2, Carl Johnson 2-0-4. Totals 
28-8-67. 


E 15 12 9 18— 54 
A 14 19 20 14— 67 


CROMWELL 62, ROCKVILLE 49 
CROMWELL (4-0): Gianluca Albert 
6-3-15, Louis Friend 4-4-12, Victor 
Payne 2-1-5, JJ Fehan 7-3-17, Jake Sala- 
fia 3-1-10, Tyler Daniele 1-1-3. Totals 
23-13-62. 

ROCKVILLE (1-2): Juneil Powell 0-0-0, 
Weston LaBreque 8-0-21, Jayden Tate 
1-2-4, Cam Washington 1-0-2, Dylan 


Ww 12 10 410-— 36 
BE 16 15 17 10— 58 


Shelton 

SOUTHINGTON 47, NEW MILFORD 32 
Platt 

WILTON 64, EAST LYME 45 

Westhill 

HARDING 68, BRIDGEPORT CENTRAL 60 
Weston 

WOODLANDS (N.Y.) 61, NEW FAIRFIELD 
57 

BLIND BROOK (N.Y.) 44, WESTON 40 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


CCC-Inter 

PLATT 40, HARTFORD PUBLIC 37 
NCCC 

SUFFIELD 61, ELLINGTON 43 

Others 

WINDHAM TECH 38, PUTNAM 17 
PUTNAM (1-5): Amayah Chavez 2-1-5, 
Lily Goyette 1-5-7, Melodie Anderson 
1-0-2, Maddie Lamothe 1-1-3, Bella 
Sanchez 0-0-0. Totals 5-7-17. 
WINDHAM TECH (2-3): Julia Phouang- 
phiarith 3-0-8, Baylee Miller 1-0-2, 
Dionna Roberts 0-1-1, Grace Smith 
4-0-8, Claudia Koiva 6-1-13, Caitlin 
Ferris 2-2-6. Totals 16-4-38. 


P 3 27 5-17 
WT 12 8 13 5— 38 


MIDDLETOWN 64, NFA 37 
MIDDLETOWN (5-1): Shalyn Smith 
4-2-12, Jada Bryant 1-1-3, Alexa DeSena 
1-1-3, Tyah Pettaway 7-4-21, Shadae 
Bushay 6-0-12, Kaila Torres 1-0-2, Ava 
Studinski 4-0-11. Totals 24-8-64. 

NFA (0-4): Nevaeh Yorke 4-2-13, Aryaah 
Loftis 2-0-5, Brooke Stringer 1-0-2, 
Jordan Fabry 2-0-4, Brooke Bolles 1-0-2, 
Aislinn Richmond 1-0-2, Emily Orcutt 
1-0-2, Hannah Graham 3-0-7. Totals 
15-2-37. 


Alyssa Figueroa Prince 2-0-4, Hailey 
Flores 1-0-2, Alieah Boyd 3-0-6. Totals 
33-1-74. 

CIVIC LEADERSHIP (2-2): Gabby Tins- 
ley 3-1-8, Faith Ramos 0-0-0, Jacky 
Beaupre 0-0-0, Shaniqua Thomas 3-0-8, 
Tatyanna Noguerra 1-0-2, Ariell Cuyler 
1-1-4. Totals 8-2-22. 


WwW 24 22 16 12— 74 
CL 0 210 10-— 22 


VALLEY REGIONAL 63, GRANBY 54 
VALLEY REGIONAL (4-0): Ava Cunning- 
ham 1-0-3, Abby Bradbury 5-7-20, Liz 
Allen 0-1-1, Olivia Cunningham 6-5-17, 
Lily Grow 10-2-22. Totals 22-15-63. 
GRANBY (2-3): Femke Jansen 5-7-19, 
Savannah Rijske 5-2-12, Katelyn 
Murach 2-2-6, K. Orvis 3-0-6, Alyssa 
Bordonaro 5-0-11. Totals 20-11-54. 


VR 20 10 16 17-— 63 
G 17 8 6 23— 54 


HAND 44, E.0. SMITH 31 

GILBERT 62, BRISTOL CENTRAL 56 
EAST HAMPTON AT PARISH HILL, PPD. 
Holiday Tournaments 

Canton 

FARMINGTON 46, CANTON 45 
Stamford 

STAMFORD 57, KOLBE CATHEDRAL 34 


=o) 4-9 [oles 4-4 


Others 

TRI-TOWN 5, NORTHEASTERN 3 

TT 23 0-5 
N 1 0 

2 — 3 


Goals: TT—Vincenzo Rumore (2), Kyle 
Provencher (2), Gavin Rauza 

N—Conor Johnson, Landon Bell, Tyler 
Szegda. Saves: TT—Reave Stafford, 25 
N—Ryan Murphy and Jack Bell, 23. Rec.: 
TT-3-1 N—0-4. Note: Provencher 
also had an assist. 

RIDGEFIELD 2, NORTHWEST CATHOLIC 
0 


WRESTLING 


Others 

NFA 72, OLD LYME 12 

Whippet Duals (Windham) 
ROCKVILLE 36, BACON ACADEMY 30 
WINDHAM 64, ROCKVILLE 9 
GUILFORD 64, ROCKVILLE 12 

EAST LYME/NORWICH TECH 60, 
ROCKVILLE 18 

WINDHAM 69, BACON ACADEMY 12 
GUILFORD 66, BACON ACADEMY 12 
EAST LYME/NORWICH TECH 36, BACON 
ACADEMY 33 


WEDNESDAY’S 
LATE COLLEGE 
RESULTS 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


BRYANT 80, CENTRAL 76 
SACRED HEART 69, LIU 65 


THURSDAY’S 
COLLEGE RESULTS 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Franklin & Marshall Tournament 
(Lancaster, Pa.) 

WESLEYAN 79, FRANKLIN & MARSHALL 
47 

Eastern Holiday Invitational (Willi- 
mantic) 

BOWDOIN 76, BRIDGEWATER STATE 63 
ANNA MARIA AT EASTERN, CANCELED 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


IONA AT FAIRFIELD, LATE 

ALBANY AT HARTFORD, PPD. 

TRINITY AT LEBANON VALLEY, 
CANCELED 

Babson Classic (Babson Park, Mass.) 
WESLEYAN 74, FRAMINGHAM STATE 67 


Central at St. Francis-Brooklyn, 4p.m. 
Eastern Holiday Invitational (Willi- 
mantic) 

Bowdoin vs. Eastern, noon 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Eastern at Springfield, 1p.m. 

Bryant at Sacred Heart, 2p.m. 
Babson Classic (Babson Park, Mass.) 
Wesleyan vs. Endicott, noon 


SATURDAY’S 
OLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
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MEN’S HOCKEY 
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WOMEN’S HOCKEY 


Quinnipiac at Wisconsin, 2p.m. 


SUNDAY’S COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
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Stony Brook at Hartford, 2p.m. 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Yale at Columbia, 1p.m. 
Hartford at Stony Brook, 2p.m. 


MEN’S HOCKEY 


UConn at Harvard, 7p.m. 


WOMEN’S HOCKEY 


Quinnipiac at Wisconsin, 2p.m. 
UNE at Wesleyan, 4p.m. 


Standings 

Atlantic GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Springfleld 2517 7 2 1 33 .660 
Hartford 2313 6 2 2 30 .652 
Providence 22 11 7 3 1. 26 .591 
Hershey 2412 9 2 1 27 .563 
Charlotte 27 1411 2 O 30 .556 
W-B/Scranton22 910 1 2 21 477 
Bridgeport 28 1014 1 3 24 .429 
Lehigh Valley 24 711 4 2 20 .417 
North GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Utica 2118 1 2 O 38 .905 
Rochester 2315 8 O O 30 .652 
Laval 241210 2 O 26 .542 
Cleveland 2410 8 3 3. 26 .542 
Toronto 2110 9 1 #1 22 524 
Belleville 221111 O O 22 .500 
Syracuse 21 810 2 1 19 .452 
Central GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Chicago 2620 4 1 #1 42 .808 
Manitoba 2515 9 1 O 31 .620 
lowa 23 1010 2 1 21 .500 
Rockford 241111 1 1 24 .500 
Milwaukee 27 1213 2 O 26 .481 
GrandRapids23 910 3 1 22 .478 
Texas 23 811 3 1 20 .435 
Pacific GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Stockton 2318 2 2 1 39 .848 
Ontario 2114 5 1 1 #30 .714 
Henderson 2212 7 2 1 27 .614 
Tucson 2110 9 2 O 22 .524 
Abbotsford 2210 9 2 1 23 .523 
Colorado 26 1111 2 2 = 26 .500 
Bakersfield 19 7 8 1 3. 18 .474 
San Jose 241013 1 O 21 .438 
SanDiego 22 912 1 O 19 .432 


THURSDAY’S 
RESULT 

TORONTO AT BELLEVILLE, LATE 
FRIDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Providence at Hartford, 3p.m. 
Colorado at lowa, 3p.m. 

San Jose at Stockton, 4p.m. 
Lehigh Valley at Utica, 5p.m. 
Milwaukee at Grand Rapids, 6p.m. 
Henderson at Ontario, 10p.m. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Big East basketball standings 


MEN’S 

Team CONF CPCT OVR_ PCT 
Providence 1-0 1.000 11-1 917 
Creighton 1-0 1.000 9-3 .750 
Xavier 1-1 .500 11-2 #846 
UConn 1-1 500 10-3 .769 
Villanova 1-1 500 84  .667 
DePaul 0-0 000 9-1 + .900 
SetonHall 0-0 .000 9-1 .900 
St.John’s 0-0 .000 83 8 .727 
Butler 0-0 000 7-4 636 
Georgetown 0-0 .000 6-5 545 
Marquette 0-2 .000 8-5 615 
SATURDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Creighton at Marquette, noon 
Villanova at Seton Hall, 2p.m. 
Providence at DePaul, 2p.m. 


WOMEN’S 

Team CONF CPCT OVR_ PCT 
DePaul 3-0 1.000 11-3 .786 
Creighton 3-01.000 83 .727 
UConn 1-0 1000 6-3  .667 
Marquette 2-1 .667 9-3. —.750 
Georgetown 1-1 .500 6-4  .600 
StJohn’s 1-1 500 56 .455 
SetonHall 1-2 .333 6-5 545 
Providence 1-2 .333 6-6 .500 
Villanova 0-2 .000 5-5 500 
Xavier 0-2 .000 56 .455 
Butler 0-2 .000 1-10 .091 
THURSDAY’S 
RESULT 

BROWN AT ST. JOHN’S, LATE 
FRIDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Seton Hall at Villanova, 2p.m. 
Creighton at Butler, 2p.m. 


HOCKEY EAST 


Standings 

MEN’S 

Team OGP OVR CGP CONF CPTS 
UMassLowell 1610-3-3 118-2-1 25 
UMass 15 9-4-2 117-2-2 24 
Northeastern 1813-4-1 117-3-1 23 
Providence 2114-7-0 1165-0 19 
BostonCollege 16 8-5-3 105-3-2 19 
Boston University 18 6-9-3. 135-5-3 17 
UConn 14 8-6-0 95-4-0 14 
Merrimack 16 6-9-1 103-7-0 12 
NewHampshire 17 7-9-1 113-7-1 9 
Vermont 163-11-2 102-6-2 8 
Maine 172-11-4 111-8-2 7 
WEDNESDAY’S LATE 
RESULTS 


UMASS LOWELL 3, ST. LAWRENCE 2 
‘Kwik Trip Holiday Face-Off (Milwau- 
kee, Wisc.) 

PROVIDENCE 2, WISCONSIN 2 (OT) 


FRIDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Boston University at Brown, 2p.m. 
Ledyard Bank Classic (Hanover, N.H.) 
Boston College vs. TBD, time TBD 
New Hampshire vs. TBD, time TBD 


WOMEN’S 

Team OGP OVR CGP CONF CPTS 
Northeastern 1916-2-1 1411-2-1 35 
Boston University 18 9-6-3. 158-4-3 27 
UConn 2014-4-2 138-3-2 25 
BostonCollege 1810-8-0 138-5-0 21 
Vermont 18 9-7-2 116-4-1 19 
Providence 17 7-5-5 104-42 16 
Maine 196-12-1 124-7-1 16 
New Hampshire 196-11-2 134-8-1 15 
Merrimack 205-14-1 154-10-1 15 
Holy Cross 173-14-0 121-11-0 3 
FRIDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Vermont at Providence, 1p.m. 


[log Ved , [ol ed ¢ = 


Standings 

MEN’S 

Team OGP OVR CGPCONFCPTS 
Cornell 11 9-1-1 86-1-1 18 
Quinnipiac 1814-1-3 65-0-1 17 
Harvard 11 6-4-1 85-2-1 17 
Clarkson 19 9-6-4 84-2-2 16 
Rensselaer 19 8-9-2 84-40 12 
St. Lawrence 15 4-7-4 83-3-2 12 
Brown 12 3-9-0 9346-0 10 
Colgate 188-10-0 83-5-0 9 
Union 17 5-9-3 83-4-1 8 
Princeton 13 3-9-1 62-4-0 7 
Dartmouth 10 2-8-0 72-5-0 r 
Yale 10 3-7-0 8260 5 
WEDNESDAY’S LATE 
RESULT 

UMASS LOWELL 3, ST. LAWRENCE 2 
THURSDAY’S 
RESULTS 

RENSSELAER 3, VERMONT 2 


Ledyard Bank Classic (Hanover, N.H.) 
NEW HAMPSHIRE VS. DARTMOUTH, 
LATE 


FRIDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Boston University at Brown, 2p.m. 
Nebraska-Omaha at St. Lawrence, 7 
p.m. 

Ledyard Bank Classic (Hanover, N.H.) 
Dartmouth vs. TBD, time TBD 


WOMEN’S 

Team OGP OVR CGP CONF CPTS 
Quinnipiac 1815-1-2 87-1-0 21 
Harvard 12 9-3-0 96-3-0 19 
Clarkson 2015-2-3 86-1-1 18.5 
Princeton 14 6-5-3 85-2-1 16.5 
Yale 1410-3-1 85-2-1 16.5 
Colgate 1914-4-1 85-2-1 14.5 
St. Lawrence 20 7-8-5 83-3-2. 12 
Rensselaer 196-13-0 103-7-0 11 
Cornell 11 46-1 83-4-1 10.5 
Dartmouth 15 7-8-0 92-7-0 6 
Brown 151-12-2 81-6-1 4.5 
Union 214-16-1 101-9-0 3 
FRIDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Minnesota-Duluth at Harvard, 2p.m. 


